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Summary

This CMD presents information about the following matters of
regulatory interest with respect to the proposed Wheeler River
Project:

e CNSC staff’s review, assessment and recommendations
regarding the request by Denison Mines Corp. for the
Commission to issue a licence to prepare site and
construct the Wheeler River Project, which would
consist of a uranium mine and mill.

CNSC staff recommend the Commission consider taking the
following actions:

e determine the Wheeler River Project is not likely to
cause significant adverse environmental effects referred
to in subsections 5(1) and 5(2) of the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act, 2012,

e conclude, pursuant to paragraphs 24(4)(a) and (b) of the
Nuclear Safety and Control Act in that Denison:
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a) Is qualified to carry on the activities authorized
by the licence

b) Will make adequate provision for the
protection of the environment, the health and
safety of persons and the maintenance of
national security and measures required to
implement international obligations to which
Canada has agreed

e Approve Denison Mines Corp.’s application to prepare
site and construct the Wheeler River Project

e Determine that CNSC, as an agent of the crown, has
upheld the honour of the crown and has fulfilled its
common law obligations to consult and where
appropriate accommodate Indigenous Peoples, pursuant
to section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982

e Delegate authority to CNSC staff as set out in section 5.5
of this CMD.

Sommaire

Le présent CMD présente de l'information sur les questions

d’ordre réglementaire suivantes concernant le projet proposé

de Wheeler River :

e Examen, évaluation et recommandations du personnel

de la CCSN concernant la demande de Denison Mines
Corp. visant la délivrance, par la Commission, d’un
permis de préparation de 'emplacement et de
construction pour le projet de Wheeler River, qui
comprendrait une mine et une usine de concentration
d’uranium.

La Commission pourrait considérer prendre les mesures
suivantes :

e déterminer que le projet de Wheeler River n’est pas
susceptible d’entrainer les effets environnementaux
négatifs importants visés aux paragraphes 5(1) et 5(2) de
la Loi canadienne sur I'évaluation environnementale
(2012);

e conclure que Denison, conformément aux
alinéas 24(4)a) et b) de la Loi sur la streté et la
réglementation nucléaires :

e a) est compétente pour exercer les activités
visées par le permis;

e b) prendrales mesures voulues pour préserver la
santé et la sécurité des personnes, protéger
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Canada

I’environnement, maintenir la sécurité nationale

et respecter les obligations internationales que le

Canada a assumées;
approuver la demande de Denison Mines Corp. visant a
préparer le site du projet de Wheeler River et a entamer
les activités de construction;
déterminer que la CCSN, en tant que mandataire de la
Couronne, a préservé I'honneur de la Couronne et s’est
acquittée de son obligation, aux termes de la common
law, de consulter les peuples autochtones et, le cas
échéant, de prendre des mesures d’accommodement en
vertu de l'article 35 de la Loi constitutionnelle de 1982;
déléguer au personnel de la CCSN le pouvoir décrit a la
section 5.5 du présent CMD.
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Appendix A Issues Tracking Tables

A1

River Project

Issues Tracking Table for English River First Nation (ERFN) with respect to the Wheeler

Note — CNSC staff shared this table with ERFN for their review on June 27", 2025. On July 22", 2025 ERFN confirmed that the
information presented accurately reflects ERFN s views on the issues and concerns raised to date.

Issue or concern (including

contamination

ERFN has expressed concerns
about the potential for toxic
spills and unplanned liquid
releases resulting from the
proposed project if it were to be
approved. ERFN referred to past
incidences at Key Lake when
discussing this topic but noted
that the proposed in-situ
recovery for this project raises
new concerns relating to
contamination and potential
impacts caused by human-
induced seismic activities.

ERFN has identified that they
are concerned about the potential
of mining fluid impacting both

environment/groundwater/fish
and fish habitat, accidents and
malfunctions

concerns regarding the potential
for accidents and malfunctions
and the associated potential
impacts on the environment,
including on groundwater and
surface water.

Denison has committed to
implementing robust containment
measures such as secondary
containment stormwater
management infrastructure and
holding ponds to prevent spills to
the environment. In addition,
Denison has committed to
designing a water treatment plant
which will ensure that the effluent
will be below the regulatory limits
in the Metal and Diamond Mining
Effluent Regulations (MDMER).

ID impacts to Indigenous and/or Theme Crown response . S
. issue/concern
Treaty Rights)
ERFNOI | Aquatic environment and Aquatic The CNSC acknowledges ERFN’s | CNSC staff’s view is

that this concern has
been addressed and will
be addressed on an
ongoing basis, if the
project proceeds
through an ongoing
regulatory oversight of
the environmental
protection program.
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groundwater and surface water
(most notable Cree Lake and
Wheeler River), including
impacts to pH and acidity. In
turn, this could impact ERFN’s
ability to fish and access the
waterways, in addition to
potential direct impacts to water
quality, the aquatic environment,
and fish and fish habitat.

CNSC staff have reviewed
Denison’s effluent monitoring
plan and spill management plan
and are satisfied that the proposed
mitigation measures will ensure
that the environment and human
health are protected.

Denison has committed to the
implementation of a freeze wall
and double-walled piping with
leak detection to effectively
prevent the mining solution from
migrating away from the mining
site. Denison has also committed
to conducting groundwater
remediation following cessation of
operation to achieve the
groundwater remediation target. In
addition, Denison’s Groundwater
Protection and Monitoring Plan
and surface water monitoring
program will confirm the accuracy
of the prediction and effectiveness
of the mitigation measures.
Denison has assessed the potential
impacts caused by human-induced
seismic activities and concluded
that its impact is negligible. CNSC
staff have reviewed Denison’s
assessment and proposed
mitigation measures and satisfied
that the proposed project’s overall
risk of groundwater contamination
and induced seismicity is low.
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CNSC staff are satisfied that
Denison’s proposed project,
including its various safety
features and components, meet
regulatory requirements and that
Denison will have effective
mitigation and prevention
measures in place in the unlikely
event of an unplanned release, if
the project is approved. CNSC
staff would also ensure
compliance of the facility against
all relevant regulatory
requirements through various
compliance activities, including
regular inspections and desktop
reviews. Verification of
compliance criteria, performance
indicators, and EA predictions will
be completed, and regulatory
requirements for corrective actions
applied as necessary if an
accident, malfunction, and/or
exceedance of compliance criteria
or unacceptable level of risk were
to occur.

CNSC staff remain committed to
engaging and collaborating with
ERFN on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this topic
and other topics of concern,
should this Project be approved.

103




August 2025

Indigenous Consultation Report — Wheeler River Project

ERFNO2

Wildlife habitat and species at
risk

ERFN is worried about potential
environmental effects caused by
the project on various areas of
concern, including on habitat for
various key species in the region
(such as caribou and moose) and
on wetlands and species
depending on wetlands to
maintain their lifecycle. ERFN
has also expressed concerns
about potential disruptions to
wildlife behaviour and
ecosystems.

Terrestrial environment/species
at risk

Denison has committed to
avoiding disruption of critical
habitats to the extent possible and
to implementing appropriate
mitigation measures, including
scheduling certain project
activities outside of timeframes
that are sensitive periods for
wildlife and avoiding wetlands
and instituting proper buffers,
whenever possible, and will have
a Road and Traffic Monitoring
Plan and Pre-Clearance Wildlife
Monitoring Plan. Denison has also
developed the Caribou
Management Framework, which
highlights additional mitigation
(offset) measures specific to
potential residual effects on
caribou, and the Biodiversity
Management Plan (for terrestrial
and avian species).

CNSC staff are of the view that
ERFN’s concerns relating to
wildlife, wildlife habitat, and
species at risk have and will
continue to be addressed through
the responses and commitments of
Denison and CNSC staff.
Effectiveness of the mitigation
measures and commitments will
be verified by CNSC staff through
an environmental assessment
follow-up and monitoring program
and CNSC staff’s compliance

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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activities throughout the lifecycle
of the facility, if it is approved.

In addition, CNSC staff and
ERFN are working together on a
rights impact assessment (RIA)
for this proposed project, which
will help guide future cooperation
and consultation on this file.

CNSC staff remain committed to
engaging and collaborating with
ERFN on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this topic
and other topics of concern,
should this Project be approved.

ERFNO3

Cumulative effects and long-
term impacts

ERFN is concerned about the
combined impacts of the
proposed project with past and
existing developments in the
region. More specifically, ERFN
believe there may be long-term
cumulative impacts on areas
such as the local ecosystems,
terrestrial and aquatic biota, and
water quality.

ERFN has also raised concerns
about the long-term impacts of
climate change on permafrost
and the environment surrounding
the proposed project site.

Cumulative effects/terrestrial
environment/aquatic
environment/climate
change/traditional practices

The CNSC recognizes the
importance of assessing
cumulative and long-term effects
for proposed projects, including
those from past developments and
from climate change.

Denison has included a
cumulative effects assessment
within their final Environmental
Impact Statement that considers
impacts on numerous valued
components, including on
ecosystems and Indigenous land
and resource use. Denison also
included climate change
considerations within their
assessment. In addition, going
forward, Denison has committed
to working with ERFN to facilitate

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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In addition, ERFN is concerned
about the impact of cumulative
effects on their traditional
activities, which are strongly tied
to the environment and wildlife.

ERFN’s involvement in the
environmental risk assessment
updates and reviews of those
updates, to ensure that Traditional
Knowledge and perspectives
continue to be considered as part
of the project long-term
monitoring and planning.

CNSC staff are satisfied with how
Denison addressed cumulative
effects within their Environmental
Impact Statement as per the
requirements of CEAA 2012,
consistent with Assessing
Cumulative Environmental Effects
under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act,
2012. [17] CNSC staff expect
Denison to continue engaging
with ERFN on these topics if the
project is approved.

ERFNO04

Air quality and noise

ERFN has expressed concerns
that the proposed project may
affect air quality, wildlife and
wildlife behaviour, and human
health due to noise and
pollutants.

Atmospheric
environment/terrestrial

environment/human health

Denison has assessed potential
impacts caused by the proposed
project via changes in air quality
and acoustics through modelling.
Denison has also committed to
mitigation measures to address the
potential impacts, such as dust
suppression techniques and
equipment mufflers to reduce
acoustic disturbance, to ensure
they remain within all applicable
limits and regulations.

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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CNSC staff are satisfied with
Denison’s proposed mitigation
measures relating to potential
impacts to air quality and noise. If
the proposed project is accepted,
CNSC staff will ensure Denison is
meeting their commitments
through an environmental
assessment follow-up and
monitoring program. Denison will
also have to meet the requirements
in their licence conditions
handbook throughout the
applicable licensing phase.

ERFNO5

Culture and community well-
being

ERFN fears the proposed project
will impact the community’s
ability to practice their tradition
activities, such as fishing,
hunting, and trapping, which
would ultimately undermine
their cultural connection to the
land (Nuhtsiye-kwi Benéne) and
their way of life. In turn, this
could have a negative psycho-
social impacts, including impacts
on mental health, substance
abuse, and sexual health.

ERFN is concerned that the
proposed project underestimates
the potential impact on their
traditional economy and
lifestyle. ERFN has emphasized

Indigenous rights/culture and
traditional practices/human
health

Denison is continuing to work
with ERFN to better understand
and address these concerns.
Denison has committed to
working with ERFN to better
understand how follow-up
programs might be executed at the
community level to address
community perspectives and
concerns relating to these topics.
Denison has also committed to
collaborating with ERFN on a
monitoring regime that aligns with
ERFN’s interests and to continue
engaging with ERFN throughout
the facility lifecycle.

In addition, Denison’s Human
Resource Development Plan
includes provisions for
community-level engagement and
support, and the CNSC expects

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.

107




August 2025

Indigenous Consultation Report — Wheeler River Project

the need for protection of
collective rights related to land
use, and the need to consider
broader impacts on community
health and well-being, including
how changes to ERFN’s
traditional territory would affect
their overall well-being.

Denison to continue working with
ERFN leadership to identify and
address health and well-being
concerns throughout the facility
lifecycle.

If the proposed project is
accepted, Denison has committed
to including country foods (e.g.
blueberries, fish, etc.) in their
environmental monitoring
program and will be developing a
country food monitoring
document to support their licence
to operate. Denison will also have
to meet the requirements in their
licence conditions handbook
throughout the applicable
licensing phase and report to the
CNSC on their engagement
activities.

CNSC staff are proposing a
Project-specific licence condition
requiring Denison to report
progress on Indigenous
engagement and implementation
of commitments to Nations
(Licence Condition G.6),
including ERFN, annually.

ERFNO6

Indigenous Rights and access

ERFN has expressed frustrations
relating to Denison’s
engagement process, including
the lack of Elder involvement

Indigenous rights/culture and
traditional practices/Traditional
Knowledge

Denison has since worked directly
with ERFN to address these
concerns. Denison incorporated
ERFN Traditional Knowledge and
values/perspectives within the
final Environmental Impact

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
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waste

ERFN lacks trust in the
provincial regulatory process for
mining projects and have
therefore requested reassurances

management/financial guarantee

Canada, the CNSC is committed
to upholding the highest standards
of environmental protection and
safety across all nuclear facilities
in Canada. The CNSC regulates
nuclear facilities across their

due to virtual limitations and the Statement and has identified Denison and CNSC
limited consideration of ‘Traditional Economy’ as a key staff to the extent
Traditional Knowledge within indicator within their economic possible within the
the early drafts of the assessment. Denison and ERFN CNSC’s mandate and
environmental impact statement. have agreed to an Impact Benefit | regulatory
Agreement (IBA) which addresses | requirements.
ERFN shared the belief that many of the issues and concerns
Denison’s misrepresentation of that ERFN has raised. ERFN has
their use of the land has formally given their consent for
diminished ERFN’s actual the Project to proceed.
presence and practice of rights in
the study area. In addition, The CNSC expects Denison to
ERFN raised concerns about continue to work collaboratively
disruptions to the region’s with ERFN to address access
tranquility due to increased issues and concerns and to
access and the limitation of minimize disruptions on
ERFN access due to the potential traditional practices and land use.
blockage of Fox Lake Road. If the proposed project is
accepted, CNSC staff will ensure
Denison continues to engage
meaningfully with ERFN on these
topics and concerns. CNSC staff
are proposing a Project-specific
licence condition requiring
Denison to report progress on
Indigenous engagement and
implementation of commitments
to Nations, such as ERFN,
annually.
ERFNO7 | Regulatory oversight and Regulatory oversight/waste As the sole nuclear regulator in CNSC staff’s view is

that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
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that the CNSC will uphold high
standards of oversight
throughout the life of the project,
if it is approved.

ERFN is concerned about the
potential long-term
environmental impacts that
might arise due to the
decommissioning of the facility,
including the management of
hazardous waste, radioactive
waste, and financial guarantees.
ERFN has requested that the
waste not be stored below-
ground.

entire lifecycles and CNSC staff
perform various compliance
activities to ensure the facilities
are operating in a way that is safe
for the environment and human
health.

The CNSC requires that both
preliminary decommissioning
plans and financial guarantees are
in place for nuclear facilities to
ensure that decommissioning and
waste management commitments
and obligations are met by the
licensee, including the safe
handling and storage of all
radioactive materials. In addition,
Denison has committed to
incorporating or addressing
Indigenous concerns into their
decommissioning plans as the
plans are developed.

If the proposed project is
accepted, CNSC staff will ensure
Denison is meeting their
commitments through an
environmental assessment follow-
up and monitoring program.
Denison will also have to meet the
requirements in their licence
conditions handbook throughout
the applicable licensing phase.

CNSC staff are committed to
building a meaningful and trusting

staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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relationship with ERFN,
collaborating with the Nation to
address the Nation’s issues and
concerns. This means engaging
and working with ERFN on
monitoring, oversight, reporting,
and follow-up activities
throughout the Project’s full
lifecycle.

ERFNO8

Indigenous rights and
decision-making

ERFN is frustrated with the
recent CNSC licensing decisions
at other nuclear facilities,
particularly regarding safety and
Indigenous rights. ERFN feels
that to date, the decision-making
process of the CNSC has not
sufficiently considered
Indigenous perspectives and the
United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP).

Indigenous
rights/UNDRIP/decision making

The CNSC'’s approach to
reconciliation and consultation
focuses on establishing strong
relationships and improving
opportunities for Indigenous
participation in decision-making
throughout the lifecycle of nuclear
facilities and projects. The
approach is guided by UNDRIP
and the Calls to Action of the
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, along with other
applicable frameworks and
regulations (including REGDOC-
3.2.2, Indigenous Engagement).

The CNSC is committed to
ensuring that Indigenous
perspectives are meaningfully
considered in all licensing
decisions made by the
Commission, and that these
decisions are made in accordance
with the CNSC’s approach to
reconciliation and consultation.
The CNSC ensures that all
environmental assessment and

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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licensing decision uphold the
honour of the Crown and uphold
Indigenous peoples’ potential or
established Indigenous and/or
Treaty Rights, pursuant to Section
35 of the Constitution Act, 1982.

The CNSC'’s approach to
consultation and engagement with
Indigenous peoples is mindful of
and incorporates the principles
articulated in UNDA. The CNSC
strives to achieve consensus and
secure the free, prior and informed
consent (FPIC) of potentially
impacted Indigenous Nations and
communities on the proposed
Project through collaborative
consultation approaches that allow
for open dialogue and provides
opportunities to understand,
document, and address the
concerns of Indigenous Nations
and communities, including
measures to avoid or minimize
potential impacts to their Rights
and interests, to the greatest extent
possible. Concerns raised by
Indigenous Nations and
communities, including related to
consent or lack of consent for a
project, are considered as part of
the consultation process including
the public hearing and the
Commission’s decision-making
process. The CNSC also actively
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seeks to understand, support and
follow an impacted Nation’s
approach to reaching their position
on FPIC for a proposed project
and looks to adapt its processes
and procedures based on the
Nation’s processes, laws, customs
and requests, where possible. The
CNSC'’s goal is to ensure that the
consultation process is robust and
works to establish a clear,
transparent and collaborative
approach to seeking the FPIC of
potentially impacted Nations and
supporting them in clearly
communicating their process and
position with regards to consent
for the proposed Project to the
Commission to inform its
decision-making on the Project.

The CNSC is committed to
continuously improving its
consultation and reconciliation
processes with Indigenous Nations
and communities across Canada.
The CNSC and ERFN have signed
a TOR for long-term engagement
that commits both parties to
collaborating and engaging with
one another throughout the
Project’s full lifecycle. Through
this TOR, CNSC staff will address
ERFN’s concerns and ensure that
the Nation’s perspectives and
priorities are reflected in CNSC
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staff reports and documentation,
including CNSC staff’s
consultation report and EA report.
CNSC staff are committed to
supporting ERFN in working with
the Commission Registry to
ensure that Indigenous culture,
protocols and ceremonies are
included and reflected in
Commission proceedings and
decision-making processes.

The CNSC is committed to
continuous improvement and
receiving feedback from Nations
on how we can improve our
consultation and engagement
processes, including how we are
adopting and implementing
UNDRIP/UNDA. In addition, the
CNSC will continue to adapt its
processes for consultation,
engagement and the
implementation of
UNDRIP/UNDA as best practices,
policies and case law evolves.

For more information regarding
CNSC'’s approach to UNDRIP and
Commitment to Reconciliation,
please see Section 1.2 and 1.3 of
this report.
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A.2 Issues Tracking Table for Kineepik Métis Local (KML) with respect to the Wheeler River

Project

Note — CNSC staff shared this table with KML for their review on June 27", 2025. On July 23" 2025 KML confirmed that the
information presented accurately reflects KML's views on the issues and concerns raised to date.

Issue or concern

community consultation to
ensure proper access to
waste and emergency
services.

In addition, the community
remains affected by legacy
mining practices. KML
insists on developing waste
management strategies in
collaboration with KML to
address these ongoing
impacts.

protection and safety across all
nuclear facilities in Canada. The
CNSC regulates nuclear facilities
across their entire lifecycles and
CNSC staff perform various
compliance activities to ensure
the facilities are operating in a
way that is safe for the
environment and human health.

The CNSC requires that both
preliminary decommissioning
plans and financial guarantees are
in place for nuclear facilities to
ensure that decommissioning and
waste management commitments
and obligations are met by the
licensee, including the safe
handling and storage of all
radioactive materials. Denison

(including impacts to Status of
ID Indigenous and/or Treaty Theme OGS issue/concern
Rights)
KMLO1 | Waste and emergency Waste Management/accidents and As the sole nuclear regulator in CNSC staff’s view
management malfunctions Canada, the CNSC is committed | is that this concern
to upholding the highest has and will
KML advocates for standards of environmental continue to be

addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.
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has committed to establishing an
Emergency Preparedness and
Response Program and to
working with KML in
discussions about emergency
response and highway safety for
the project. In addition, Denison
has committed to incorporating
or addressing Indigenous
concerns into their
decommissioning plans as the
plans are developed. CNSC staff
remain committed to engaging
and collaborating with KML on
follow-up and monitoring
activities on this topic and other
topics of concerns, should this
Project be approved.

The CNSC ensures that all
environmental assessment and
licensing decision uphold the
honour of the Crown and uphold
Indigenous peoples’ potential or
established Indigenous and/or
Treaty Rights, pursuant to
Section 35 of the Constitution
Act, 1982. 1f the proposed project
is accepted, CNSC staff will
ensure Denison is meeting their
commitments through an
environmental assessment
follow-up and monitoring
program. Denison will also have
to meet the requirements in their
licence conditions handbook
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throughout the applicable
licensing phase.

CNSC staff are proposing a
Project-specific license condition
requiring Denison to report
progress on Indigenous
engagement and implementation
of commitments to Nations,
including KML, annually. CNSC
staff remain committed to
engaging and collaborating with
KML on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this topic
and other topics of concern,
should this Project be approved.

KMLO2

Aquatic environment and
groundwater

KML has expressed
concerns about baseline
collection and water flow
management in relation to
the project and potential
impacts on the aquatic
environment.

In addition, community
members lack confidence in
mining's ability to protect
groundwater, particularly
due to legacy project
activities. KML has
suggested that outreach is
necessary to rebuild trust.

Aquatic
environment/groundwater/environmental
monitoring

The CNSC acknowledges KML’s
concerns regarding the potential
for impacts on the aquatic
environment, including on
groundwater and water quality
and quantity.

Denison has committed to robust
containment measures for the
proposed facility to avoid any
impacts on water quality during
operation. Denison will conduct
groundwater remediation
following cessation of operation
to achieve the groundwater
remediation target. Hydrologic
monitoring at the proposed
project site will continue in order
to track streamflow trends and
water levels in the lakes, and fish

CNSC staff’s view
is that this concern
has and will
continue to be
addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.
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and fish habitat monitoring will
occur in tandem with the water
quality sampling. In addition,
Denison will implement a
Surface Water Management
Program, an Effluent and
Emissions Monitoring Program
and a Groundwater Protection
and Monitoring Plan if the
project is accepted. Denison has
committed to working with KML
on a community specific
monitoring regime, suited to both
parties’ interests and needs.
CNSC staff remain committed to
engaging and collaborating with
KML on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this topic
and other topics of concern,
should this Project be approved.

CNSC staff have reviewed
Denison’s plans relating to
protection of the aquatic
environment and are satisfied that
the proposed mitigation measures
are protective of the environment
and human health, and was
determined to have no significant
adverse effects to surface water
and groundwater.

CNSC staff are proposing a
Project-specific license condition
requiring Denison to report
progress on Indigenous
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engagement and implementation
of commitments to Nations,
including KML, annually. CNSC
staff remain committed to
engaging and collaborating with
KML on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this topic
and other topics of concern,
should this Project be approved.

KMLO03

Cumulative impacts and
land use

KML has expressed
concerns regarding the
cumulative effects of
multiple projects, including
potential impacts on water
flow, highway usage, and
land access.

Cumulative effects/culture and traditional
practices

The CNSC recognizes the
importance of assessing
cumulative and long-term effects
for proposed projects.

Denison has included a
cumulative effects assessment
within their final Environmental
Impact Statement that considers
impacts on numerous valued
components, including on aquatic
and terrestrial ecosystems and
Indigenous land and resource
use. Denison has also committed
to continuing to work with KML
in order to collaborate on
community specific monitoring
regimes that align with KML’s
interests.

CNSC staff are satisfied with
how Denison addressed
cumulative effects within their
environmental impact statement
as per the requirements of CEAA
2012, consistent with Assessing
Cumulative Environmental

CNSC staff’s view
is that this concern
has and will
continue to be
addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.
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Effects under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act,
2012 [17]. CNSC staff expect
Denison to continue engaging
with KML on these topics if the
project is approved.

CNSC staff are proposing a
Project-specific license condition
requiring Denison to report
progress on Indigenous
engagement and implementation
of commitments to Nations,
including KML, annually. CNSC
staff remain committed to
engaging and collaborating with
KML on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this topic
and other topics of concern,
should this Project be approved.

KMLO04

Highway use and access

KML has raised concerns
about increased highway
activity, particularly from
heavy haul vehicles, and
the lack of oversight. The
proposed expansion of
HWY 914 could exacerbate
risks to land users and
emergency services.

In addition, increased
access to the area could
restrict KML's ability to
engage in subsistence

Human health/accidents and
malfunctions/traditional practices

While highway upgrades fall
outside the CNSC’s regulatory
scope, the CNSC acknowledges
KML'’s concerns and supports
Denison’s commitment to work
with KML and the Province of
Saskatchewan on highway safety.
Denison has committed to
reducing traffic-related risks
through speed limits and signage
near cultural camps and to
decreasing speed limits during
times where KML members may
be using portions of the road near
culture camps. Denison and
KML have agreed to an IBA

CNSC staff’s view
is that this concern
has and will
continue to be
addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.
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harvesting. KML is seeking
more information on how
highway expansions and
the project will affect these
practices.

which addresses many of the
issues and concerns that KML
has raised. KML has formally
given consent for the Project to
proceed.

The CNSC will monitor
Denison’s implementation of
these commitments and
encourage continued
collaboration with provincial
authorities. CNSC staff remain
committed to engaging and
collaborating with KML on
follow-up and monitoring
activities on this topic and other
topics of concern, should this
Project be approved.

KMLO5

Communication and
engagement

KML has emphasized the
importance of conveying
Western knowledge in a
way that is understandable
and relatable to their
community. KML has
expressed concerns about
new mining methods,
fearing potential
environmental
contamination and the
community’s inability to
fully understand the
technology and its impacts.
KML also seeks clarity on

Indigenous consultation

As the sole nuclear regulator in
Canada, the CNSC is committed
to upholding the highest
standards of environmental
protection and safety across all
nuclear facilities in Canada. The
CNSC regulates nuclear facilities
across their entire lifecycles and
CNSC staff perform various
compliance activities to ensure
the facilities are operating in a
way that is safe for the
environment and human health,
in addition to Indigenous
engagement throughout the
lifecycle of the facility.

CNSC staff’s view
1s that this concern
has and will
continue to be
addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.
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Denison's role in
representing other Métis
locals.

In addition, KML is
concerned that post-project,
there will be a lack of
ongoing engagement with
regulators. KML desires a
long-term relationship with
the CNSC to ensure
continued discussions on
uranium projects.

The CNSC has held regular
meetings with KML and
supported Denison’s commitment
to ongoing engagement. Denison
has also committed to culturally
sensitive communication and
education. The CNSC will
continue to ensure that
engagement is meaningful and
accessible, and that KML’s
feedback informs project
decisions. The CNSC will
continue to work with KML on
developing a long-term TOR to
continue building our
relationship and to continue these
discussions through that forum.
CNSC staff are committed to
building a meaningful and
trusting relationship with KML,
collaborating with the Nation to
address the Nation’s issues and
concerns. This means engaging
and working with KML on
monitoring, oversight, reporting,
and follow-up activities
throughout the Project’s full
lifecycle. CNSC staff are
proposing a Project-specific
license condition requiring
Denison to report progress on
Indigenous engagement and
implementation of commitments
to Nations, including KML,
annually.
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KMLO06

Indigenous Knowledge
integration

There are concerns about
the inclusion of Métis
Knowledge in the CNSC
processes and the
uncertainties surrounding
the Provincial EA process,
particularly regarding
exploration rights.

Métis Knowledge/environmental
assessment methodology

The CNSC'’s approach to
reconciliation and consultation
focuses on establishing strong
relationships and improving
opportunities for Indigenous
participation in decision-making
throughout the lifecycle of
nuclear facilities and projects.
The approach is guided by
UNDRIP and the Calls to Action
of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, along with other
applicable frameworks and
regulations (including REGDOC-
3.2.2, Indigenous Engagement).
CNSC staff consider all the Métis
Knowledge that is shared
throughout the assessment
process when reviewing the
Environmental Impact Statement,
drafting the Environmental
Assessment Report, and making
recommendations to the
Commission.

The Commission is committed to
ensuring that Indigenous
perspectives are meaningfully
considered in all licensing
decisions made by the
Commission, and that these
decisions are made in accordance
with the CNSC’s approach to
reconciliation and consultation.
The CNSC ensures that all
environmental assessment and

CNSC staff’s view
is that this concern
has and will
continue to be
addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.
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licensing decision uphold the
honour of the Crown and uphold
Indigenous peoples’ potential or
established Indigenous and/or
Treaty Rights, pursuant to
Section 35 of the Constitution
Act, 1982.

The CNSC is committed to
continuously improving its
consultation and reconciliation
processes with Indigenous
Nations and communities across
Canada.

The CNSC has considered Métis
Knowledge during the EA review
through CNSC’s developed What
We Heard Reports and expects
proponents to do the same.
Denison has committed to
incorporating Métis Knowledge
into monitoring and
decommissioning plans
(Commitments 4-5, 4-7, 4-12).
The CNSC will ensure that Métis
Knowledge is taken into
consideration to support
regulatory decision making and
that KML is engaged throughout
the lifecycle of the project. CNSC
staff are committed to supporting
KML in working with the
Commission Registry to ensure
that Indigenous culture, protocols
and ceremonies are included and
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reflected in Commission
proceedings and decision-making
processes.
KMLO7 | Community health and Human health/Indigenous Rights/culture Denison is continuing to work CNSC staff’s view

well-being

KML believes that Denison
may be downplaying the
project's impacts on
community members and
worries about the project's
long-term effects on
community health, cultural
practices, and educational
opportunities.

KML is concerned about
cultural and language loss,
particularly the potential
negative impacts of
increased development and
human traffic on traditional
practices.

and traditional practices

with KML to better understand
and address these

concerns. Denison has
committed to collaborating with
KML on a monitoring regime
that aligns with KMLs interests
and to continue engaging with
KML throughout the facility
lifecycle.

In addition, Denison’s Human
Resource Development Plan
includes provisions for
community-level engagement
and support, and the CNSC
expects Denison to continue
working with KML leadership to
identify and address health and
well-being concerns throughout
the facility lifecycle. CNSC staff
are committed to building a
meaningful and trusting
relationship with KML,
collaborating with the Nation to
address the Nation’s issues and
concerns. This means engaging
and working with KML on
monitoring, oversight, reporting,
and follow-up activities
throughout the Project’s full
lifecycle.

is that this concern
has and will
continue to be
addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.
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If the proposed project is
accepted, CNSC staff will ensure
Denison is meeting their
commitments through an
environmental assessment
follow-up and monitoring
program. CNSC staff are
proposing a Project-specific
license condition requiring
Denison to report progress on
Indigenous engagement and
implementation of commitments
to Nations, including KML,
annually. Denison will also have
to meet the requirements in their
licence conditions handbook
throughout the applicable
licensing phase and report to the
CNSC on their engagement
activities.

In addition, CNSC staff will be
working with KML on a Rights
Impact Assessment (RIA) to
assess the potential impacts and
their potential severity as a result
of the Project on the exercise of
Indigenous and/or Treaty Rights.
The RIA helps to summarize any
potential mitigation and/or
accommodation measures
committed to by the proponent,
the CNSC, or other parties as
appropriate, that could help
avoid, mitigate, reduce or
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accommodate any identified
impacts, and communicate the
process, outcomes and
recommendations in a
collaborative way to the
Commission in support of
meeting the Crown’s Duty to
Consult and Accommodate
obligations to potentially
impacted Nations and its
decision-making process.
Denison and KML have agreed
to an IBA which addresses many
of the issues and concerns that
KML has raised. KML has
formally given consent for the
Project to proceed.

KMLOS8

Duty to Consult and
delegation

KML has raised issues with

the Province of SK

delegating the Duty to

Consult to Denison,

questioning how this might

affect their rights.

Indigenous consultation/Indigenous Treaty
Rights

The common-law duty to consult
and, where appropriate,
accommodate Indigenous
Nations and communities applies
when the Crown contemplates
actions that may adversely affect
potential or established
Indigenous and/or treaty Rights.
The Commission, as an agent of
the Crown, must ensure that all
licence decisions under the
Nuclear Safety and Control Act
(NSCA) and decisions under
other applicable legislation,
uphold the honour of the Crown
and consider Indigenous peoples’
potential or established
Indigenous and/or treaty Rights,
pursuant to section 35 of the

CNSC staff’s view
is that this concern
has and will
continue to be
addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.
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Constitution Act, 1982. CNSC
staff work in collaboration and
consultation with potentially
impacted Indigenous Nations and
communities including KML to
assess potential impacts on
Rights and propose mitigation or
accommodation measures to
address identified impacts.

The CNSC does not delegate its
consultation responsibilities to
the proponent. CNSC has directly
consulted and engaged KML
throughout the EA and Licensing
process for the Wheeler River
Project and will continue to do so
throughout the lifecycle, if
approved. Denison’s role is to
support, not replace, CNSC’s
Crown consultation
responsibilities. The CNSC will
ensure that the honour of the
Crown is upheld and that KML’s
rights are respected. CNSC staff
are proposing a Project-specific
license condition requiring
Denison to report progress on
Indigenous engagement and
implementation of commitments
to Nations, including KML,
annually.

Additionally, the CNSC is
interested in finalizing a TOR for
long-term engagement with KML
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that would commit both parties to
collaborating and engaging with
one another throughout the
Project’s full lifecycle. TORs can
serve as mechanisms to ensure
that the CNSC is addressing
Nations’ concerns and
incorporating Nations’
perspectives and priorities into
CNSC staff reports and
documentation, including the
consultation report and EA
report.

KMLO09

Environmental incident
management:

KML are concerned about
the management of
environmental incidents
and request that
engagement occur in a
manner the community can
fully understand

Accidents and malfunctions

As the sole nuclear regulator in
Canada, the CNSC is committed
to upholding the highest
standards of environmental
protection and safety across all
nuclear facilities in Canada. The
CNSC regulates nuclear facilities
across their entire lifecycles and
CNSC staff perform various
compliance activities to ensure
the facilities are operating in a
way that is safe for the
environment and human

health.

The CNSC requires that both
preliminary decommissioning
plans and financial guarantees are
in place for nuclear facilities to
ensure that decommissioning and
waste management commitments
and obligations are met by the
licensee, including the safe

CNSC staff’s view
is that this concern
has and will
continue to be
addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.

129




August 2025 Indigenous Consultation Report — Wheeler River Project

handling and storage of all
radioactive materials. In addition,
Denison has committed to
incorporating or addressing
Indigenous concerns, including
those from KML, into their
decommissioning plans as the
plans are developed.

If the proposed project is
accepted, CNSC staff will ensure
Denison’s incident response
plans are robust and that they are
meeting their commitments
through an environmental
assessment follow-up and
monitoring program. Denison
will also have to meet the
requirements in their licence
conditions handbook throughout
the applicable licensing

phase. CNSC staff are committed
to building a meaningful and
trusting relationship with KML,
collaborating with the Nation to
address the Nation’s issues and
concerns, including those related
to incidents. CNSC staff remain
committed to engaging and
collaborating with KML on
monitoring, oversight, reporting,
and follow-up activities on this
topic and other topics of concern,
should this Project be approved.
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KML10

Discrimination and
gender equity

There are concerns about
racial discrimination in
hiring and the limited
opportunities for women
due to restrictive work
schedules. KML has
expressed worries about the
potential negative effects of
Denison’s hiring practices
on the ability of community
members to practice their
culture and speak the Cree
language, if employed at
the project site.

In addition, KML has
identified the need for
funding to support
community education and
training, particularly in
STEM and mining, to
ensure they can access
economic opportunities
arising from the project.
KML is also requesting
funding to address
discrimination and to
improve opportunities for
women in the workforce.

Socio-economic considerations

Although this concern falls
outside of the scope of the
environmental assessment,
Denison has committed to
inclusive hiring practices and
culturally sensitive employment
policies that aim to attract and
retain Indigenous workers. This
includes Denison encouraging
workers to speak language of
choice while at the site and
facilitating time off for
Indigenous peoples to participate
in cultural activities with their
families and communities, where
appropriate. Denison has also
committed to education and
training programs for local
communities. Denison and KML
have agreed to an IBA which
addresses many of the issues and
concerns that KML has raised.
KML has formally given consent
for the Project to proceed.

CNSC staff will monitor the
implementation through
compliance inspections where
CNSC can speak to onsite
workers, if the project is
approved. CNSC staff are
proposing a Project-specific
license condition requiring
Denison to report progress on
Indigenous engagement and
implementation of commitments

CNSC staff’s view
is that this concern
has and will
continue to be
addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.
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to Nations, including KML,
annually.
KML11 | Long term impacts and Indigenous Rights/traditional The CNSC recognizes the CNSC staff’s view

land use

KML is worried about the
loss of land access for
traditional practices, the
impact of increased
development on community
and the environment, and
the threat to cultural
practices, including
language loss. KML is
concerned that increasing
projects and mineral
exploration will severely
limit their ability to
continue using the land
north of the Haultain River
for traditional practices.

KML is seeking ongoing
community consultation for
this proposed project,
particularly on the topic of
cumulative effects. KML
wants a long-term
relationship with
regulations and further
engagement on
environmental incident
management, to ensure
there is no loss of

practices/cumulative effects/culture and

traditional practices/Indigenous

consultation

importance of assessing long-
term and cumulative effects for
proposed projects on the
environment and surrounding
communities.

CNSC staff are of the view that
KML'’s concerns relating to long-
term impacts have and will
continue to be addressed through
the responses and commitments
of Denison and CNSC staff.
Denison has included a
cumulative effects assessment
within their final Environmental
Impact Statement that considers
impacts on numerous valued
components, including on
ecosystems and Indigenous land
and resource use. In addition to
various mitigation measures and
monitoring programs, Denison
has committed to working with
KML on a community specific
monitoring regime, suited to both
parties’ interests and needs.
Denison has also committed to
ongoing engagement with
interested Indigenous Nations
and communities throughout the
lifecycle of the project, to ensure

is that this concern
has and will
continue to be
addressed through
the responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate
and regulatory
requirements.
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consultation once the
project is completed.

any issues or concerns are
discussed and addressed to the
extent possible. Denison and
KML have agreed to an IBA
which addresses many of the
issues and concerns that KML
has raised. KML has formally
given consent for the Project to
proceed.

Effectiveness of the mitigation
measures and commitments will
be implemented by Denison
through an environmental
assessment follow-up and
monitoring program reviewed
and verified by CNSC staff
through compliance activities and
inspections conducted throughout
the lifecycle of the facility, if it is
approved. CNSC staff expect
Denison to continue engaging
with KML on these topics if the
project is approved, and the
CNSC will continue to engage
directly with KML throughout
the lifecycle of the

facility. CNSC staff are
proposing a Project-specific
license condition requiring
Denison to report progress on
Indigenous engagement and
implementation of commitments
to Nations, including KML,
annually.
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In addition, CNSC staff and
KML are working together on a
rights impact assessment (RIA)
for this proposed project, which
will help guide all future
cooperation and consultation on
this file.

A.3 Issues Tracking Table for Ya’thi Néné Lands and Resources (YNLR) with respect to the

Wheeler River Project

Note — CNSC staff shared this table with YNLR for their review on June 27", 2025. CNSC staff followed up with YNLR on July 17",
2025. No response was received. If feedback is provided by YNLR at a later date, this information will be included in a supplemental

submission which will be submitted to the Commission in advance of the Part 2 hearing.

Issue or concern (including

contamination

YNLR has expressed concerns
about the planned volume of
surface and groundwater proposed
for use in the project, which could
potentially cause impacts to both
water quality (through
contamination) and quantity, which
could cause subsequent impacts to
fish and fish habitat.

environment/groundwater/fish
and fish habitat/accidents and

malfunctions

YNLR'’s concerns regarding
the potential for impacts on the
aquatic environment, including
on water quality and quantity,
fish and fish habitat, and access
to Treaty-protected activities,
such as fishing.

Denison has committed to
designing a water treatment
plant by conducting a Best

Available Technology

ID impacts to Indigenous and/or Theme Crown response Status of issue/concern
Treaty Rights)
YNLRO1 | Aquatic environment and Aquatic The CNSC acknowledges CNSC staff’s view is

that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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In turn, this could cause avoidance
of areas around the project and
reduced access to Treaty-protected
activities, including fishing.

Economically Achievable
assessment. This will ensure
that the effluent will be below
the regulatory limits in the
Metal and Diamond Mining
Effluent Regulations
(MDMER). Therefore, any
impacts on water quality are
expected to be negligible.
Denison’s assessments have
demonstrated that the impact
on surface water and
groundwater quantity would be
minimal. Hydrologic
monitoring at the proposed
project site will continue in
order to track streamflow
trends and water levels in the
lakes, and fish and fish habitat
monitoring will occur in
tandem with the water quality
sampling. In addition, Denison
has committed to collaborating
with YNLR with respect to the
groundwater monitoring plans.
These monitoring plans will be
used to confirm the accuracy of
the assessment and
effectiveness of the mitigation
measures.

CNSC staff have reviewed
Denison’s effluent monitoring
plan and spill management
plans and are satisfied that the
proposed mitigation measures
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are protective of the
environment and human health,
and that the proposed project
was determined to have no
significant adverse effects to
surface water and groundwater.

CNSC staff remain committed
to engaging and collaborating
with YNLR on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this
topic and other topics of
concern, should this Project be
approved.

YNLRO2

Terrestrial environment and
fragmentation

YNLR is concerned about the
impacts of the proposed project on
the terrestrial environment and
wildlife, including species such as
woodland caribou, ungulates,
furbearers, raptors, migratory
birds, and species at risk. In
addition, YNLR feel that the
already heavily disturbed
landscape (in part due to seismic
cut lines) is in danger of further
fragmentation and adverse impacts
on vegetation and wetlands.

In turn, this could cause avoidance
of areas around the project and
reduced access to Treaty-protected
activities, including hunting and
trapping.

Terrestrial environment/species
at risk

Denison has committed to
avoiding disruption of critical
habitats to the extent possible
and to implementing
appropriate mitigation
measures, including scheduling
certain project activities outside
of timeframes that are sensitive
periods for wildlife and
avoiding wetlands and
instituting proper buffers,
whenever possible, and will
have a Road and Traffic
Monitoring Plan and Pre-
Clearance Wildlife Monitoring
Plan. Denison has also
developed the Caribou
Management Framework,
which highlights additional
mitigation (offset) measures
specific to potential residual
effects on caribou, and the

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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Biodiversity Management Plan
(for terrestrial and avian
species). In addition, Denison
has committed to collaborating
with YNLR with respect to
woodland caribou and other
environmental monitoring
plans that align with specific
areas of interest expressed by
YNLR.

CNSC staff are of the view
YNLR’s concerns relating to
the terrestrial environment,
wildlife, and species at risk
have and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and commitments of
Denison and CNSC staff, as
well as proposed
Environmental Assessment
conditions. Effectiveness of the
mitigation measures and
commitments will be verified
by CNSC staff through an
environmental assessment
follow-up and monitoring
program and CNSC staff’s
compliance activities
throughout the lifecycle of the
facility, if it is approved. CNSC
staff are proposing a Project-
specific license condition
requiring Denison to report
progress on Indigenous
engagement and

137




August 2025

Indigenous Consultation Report — Wheeler River Project

implementation of
commitments to Nations,
including YNLR, annually.
CNSC staff remain committed
to engaging and collaborating
with YNLR on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this
topic and other topics of
concern, should this Project be
approved.

YNLRO3

Cumulative impacts and
traditional land use

YNLR has expressed worries
regarding the potential for
cumulative effects of this proposed
project in conjunction with various
industrial developments in the
region, which has already
significantly reduced the land on
which Indigenous peoples can
exercise their Indigenous rights.
Access to traditional lands and
uncontaminated resources is vital
for YNLR cultural and subsistence
activities.

YNLR is concerned that this
proposed project will further
restrict useable areas for traditional
activities and interfere with
Indigenous and Treaty rights.
YNLR wants these concerns to be
meaningfully reflected and
addressed within the
environmental impact statement.

Cumulative effects/traditional

practices/Traditional Knowledge

The CNSC recognizes the
importance of assessing
cumulative and long-term
effects for proposed projects,
including those from past and
existing developments.

Denison committed to further
discussions with YNLR on
how cumulative effects were
undertaken in relation to this
proposed project. Denison has
also included a cumulative
effects assessment within their
final Environmental Impact
Statement that considers
impacts on numerous valued
components, including on
ecosystems and Indigenous
land and resource use. Denison
also included climate change
considerations within their
assessment.

CNSC staff are satisfied with
how Denison addressed

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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cumulative effects within their
Environmental Impact
Statement as per the
requirements of CEAA 2012,
consistent with Assessing
Cumulative Environmental
Effects under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act,

2012 [17]. CNSC staff expect
Denison to continue engaging
with YNLR on these topics if
the project is approved.

YNLRO4

Indigenous consultation and
monitoring

YNLR has expressed concerns that
Denison has not adequately
responded to all of YNLR’s
concerns raised on the
Environmental Impact Statement,
for which there were limited
opportunities to clarify or provide
additional details relating to those
concerns.

YNLR also flagged concerns about
the uncertainties surrounding
Denison’s proposed monitoring
plans for the proposed project and
YNLR insists on being involved in
the design, implementation, and
reporting of these programs.

Indigenous rights/culture and
traditional practices/Traditional
Knowledge/environmental
monitoring

CNSC staff have determined
that Denison has demonstrated
a commitment to working with
identified Indigenous Nations
and communities, including
establishing working
relationships and developing
engagement work plans.
Denison has since reflected
local and Traditional
Knowledge shared by YNLR
and the First Nations it
represents within the final
Environmental Impact
Statement and supporting
documentation. Denison has
also committed to sharing
information on environmental
monitoring plans as they
develop, to support
collaboration on monitoring
plans of specific interest with
YNLR. CNSC staff are
satisfied with these

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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commitments. CNSC staff
remain committed to engaging
and collaborating with YNLR
on follow-up and monitoring
activities on this topic and
other topics of concern, should
this Project be approved.

The CNSC ensures that all
environmental assessment and
licensing decision uphold the
honour of the Crown and
uphold Indigenous peoples’
potential or established
Indigenous and/or Treaty
Rights, pursuant to Section 35
of the Constitution Act, 1982. If
the proposed project is
accepted, CNSC staff will
ensure Denison is meeting their
commitments through an
environmental assessment
follow-up and monitoring
program and Environmental
Assessment conditions.
Denison will also have to meet
the requirements in their
licence conditions handbook
throughout the applicable
licensing phase and report to
the CNSC on their engagement
activities. CNSC staff are
proposing a Project-specific
license condition requiring
Denison to report progress on
Indigenous engagement and
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implementation of
commitments to Nations,
including YNLR, annually.
YNLROS5 | Misrepresentation of Indigenous Engagement CNSC staff have determined CNSC staff’s view is

information

YNLR has expressed beliefs that
Denison has misunderstood and
misrepresented the information
shared with them through a report
in the spring of 2022, especially
regarding the use of lands for
traditional purposes and the
impacts on wildlife, including
caribou and moose habitat ranges.

YNLR also expressed concerns
with how Denison has represented
the Athabasca Denesytiné First
Nations (particularly Hatchet Lake
First Nation), misclassifying them
as Indigenous Communities
instead of Indigenous
Communities of Interest, which
diminishes the importance of their
traditional land use within the
region.

that Denison has demonstrated
a commitment to working with
identified Indigenous Nations
and communities, including
establishing working
relationships and developing
engagement work plans. In
response to concerns on this
topic, Denison added Hatchet
Lake First Nation (represented
by YNLR) as a ‘community of
interest’ in the final
Environmental Impact
Statement for this proposed
project. In addition, Denison
reflected local and Traditional
Knowledge shared by YNLR
and the First Nations it
represents within the final
Environmental Impact
Statement and supporting
documentation.

The CNSC ensures that all
environmental assessment and
licensing decision uphold the
honour of the Crown and
uphold Indigenous peoples’
potential or established
Indigenous and/or Treaty
Rights, pursuant to Section 35

that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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of the Constitution Act, 1952.
As per the requirements and
guidance of REGDOC 3.2.2,
Indigenous Engagement,
CNSC staff expect that
Denison will continue engaging
with YNLR and other
identified Indigenous Nations
and communities to identify
potential concerns related to
impacts on Indigenous and/or
treaty rights as a result of the
proposed project. Denison will
also be required to report to the
CNSC regarding their
engagement activities if the
proposed project is approved.
CNSC staff are committed to
building a meaningful and
trusting relationship with
YNLR, collaborating with the
Nation to address the Nation’s
issues and concerns. This
means engaging and working
with YNLR on monitoring,
oversight, reporting, and
follow-up activities throughout
the Project’s full lifecycle.

YNLRO6

Traditional Knowledge and
future generations

One of YNLR’s primary concerns
is ensure that the proposed project
is sustainable with respect to
cultural rights, environmental
protection, and socioeconomic

Indigenous rights/culture and
traditional practices/Traditional
Knowledge

The CNSC recognizes the
importance of assessing long-
term impacts for proposed
projects. Denison has since met
with YNLR to discuss these
issues and has committed to
collaborating with YNLR in
respect to woodland caribou

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
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equity. YNLR values the
protection of ecological systems

which support traditional activities.

Elders are especially concerned
about the future availability of
wildlife and have requested that
Traditional Knowledge be
incorporated into the protection
efforts for species such as
woodland caribou, to ensure future
generations have access to
abundant wildlife for subsistence.

monitoring plans, groundwater
monitoring plans, and other
environmental monitoring
plans aligning with specific
areas of interest expressed by
YNLR.

CNSC staff are of the view that
YNLR'’s concerns relating to
long-term impacts have and
will continue to be addressed
through the responses and
commitments of Denison and
CNSC staff, as well as
proposed Environmental
Assessment conditions.
Effectiveness of the mitigation
measures and commitments
will be verified by CNSC staff
through an environmental
assessment follow-up and
monitoring program and CNSC
staff’s compliance activities
throughout the lifecycle of the
facility, if it is approved.

In addition, CNSC staff and
YNLR are working together on
a rights impact assessment
(RIA) for this proposed project,
which will help guide all future
cooperation and consultation
on this file.

The CNSC and YNLR have
signed a TOR for long-term

possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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engagement that commits both
parties to collaborating and
engaging with one another
throughout the Project’s full
lifecycle. Through this TOR,
CNSC staff will address
YNLR’s concerns and ensure
that the Nation’s perspectives
and priorities are reflected in
CNSC staff reports and
documentation, including
CNSC staff’s consultation
report and EA report. CNSC
staff are committed to
supporting YNLR in working
with the Commission Registry
to ensure that Indigenous
culture, protocols and
ceremonies are included and
reflected in Commission
proceedings and decision-
making processes. CNSC staff
also remain committed to
engaging and collaborating
with YNLR on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this
topic and other topics of
concern, should this Project be
approved.
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A.4 Issues Tracking Table for Métis Nation - Saskatchewan (MN-S) with respect to the Wheeler
River Project

Note — CNSC staff shared this table with MN-S for their review on June 25", 2025. On July 23", 2025 MN-S provided feedback and
edits. CNSC staff shared an updated version on July 29", 2025 for MN-S’ awareness of the changes made.

Issue or concern (including
ID impacts to Indigenous Theme Crown response Status of issue/concern
and/or Treaty Rights)
MNSO01 | Aquatic and terrestrial Aquatic The CNSC acknowledges MN— | The MN-S does not deem this
environments environment/groundwater/fish S’s concerns regarding potential | issue to be resolved as MN-S
and fish habitat, accidents and contamination, particularly indicates Denison and the
MN-S is worried about malfunctions/financial guarantee | impacts on Whitefish and CNSC have not adequately
possible leaks and Russell Lake. Denison has addressed concerns regarding
contamination in bedrock, committed to the the effects on the aquatic and
particularly the impact on implementation of a freeze wall, | terrestrial environment.
Whitefish and Russell Lake. double-walled piping with leak
MN-S has emphasized the detection, and a robust MN-S notes inconsistent
need for robust monitoring by groundwater monitoring information provided by
Denison, clarity on potential program to prevent impacts on | Denison regarding the
impacts to water resources, the groundwater and aquatic basement rock permeability
and financial guarantees for environment. In addition, and outstanding concerns
remediation. Denison’s Groundwater regarding the use of a mixing
Protection and Monitoring Plan | zone for treated effluent
MN-S has also expressed and commitments to entering the receiving
concerns over potential remediation provide assurance | waterbody. Potential for
impacts on caribou that environmental protection contaminants entering the
populations and the broader measures will be put in place if | receiving environment pose
terrestrial ecosystem, in the project is approved. risks to the Métis exercise of
addition to impacts of traditional activities and
increased traffic and noise on Denison has also committed to | Aboriginal rights.
wildlife. avoiding disruption of critical
habitats to the extent possible

145



August 2025

Indigenous Consultation Report — Wheeler River Project

and to implementing
appropriate mitigation
measures, including scheduling
certain project activities outside
of timeframes that are sensitive
periods for wildlife and
avoiding wetlands and
instituting proper buffers,
whenever possible, and will
have a Road and Traffic
Monitoring Plan and Pre-
Clearance Wildlife Monitoring
Plan. Denison has also
developed the Caribou
Management Framework,
which highlights additional
mitigation (offset) measures
specific to potential residual
effects on caribou, and the
Biodiversity Management Plan
(for terrestrial and avian
species).

In addition, Denison has
assessed potential impacts
caused by the proposed project
via changes in air quality and
acoustics through modelling.
Denison has also committed to
mitigation measures to address
the potential impacts, such as
dust suppression techniques and
equipment mufflers to reduce
acoustic disturbance, to ensure
they remain within all

In addition, the MN-S asserts
that caribou health and
recovery potential has not
been appropriately
considered.

CNSC is committed to
working with MN-S and
Denison, as appropriate, to
continue to engage and find
solutions to address any
outstanding concerns in
advance of the Part 2
Commission hearing.
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applicable limits and
regulations.

The CNSC requires that both
preliminary decommissioning
plans and financial guarantees
are in place for nuclear facilities
to ensure that decommissioning
commitments and obligations
are met by the licensee,
including those relating to the
protection of the aquatic
environment. In addition,
Denison has committed to
incorporating or addressing
Indigenous concerns into their
decommissioning plans as the
plans are developed.

CNSC staff are satisfied that
Denison’s proposed project,
including its various safety
features and components, meet
regulatory requirements and
that Denison will have efficient
mitigation and prevention
measures in place to protect the
environment. If a licence were
to be issued, CNSC staff would
also ensure compliance of the
facility against all relevant
regulatory requirements through
various compliance activities,
including regular inspections
and desktop reviews. CNSC
staff remain committed to
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engaging and collaborating with
MN-S on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this
topic and other topics of
concern, should this Project be

approved.
MNSO02 | Cumulative effects and past | Cumulative Effects The CNSC recognizes the The MN-S does not deem this
environmental impacts importance of assessing issue to be resolved as the
cumulative effects for proposed | MN-S maintains that
MN-S feels the cumulative projects, particularly in the cumulative effects have not
effects assessment does not context of historical and been appropriately considered
account for past ongoing impacts on Indigenous | and remain concerned that the
environmental and social Nations and communities. Métis exercise of traditional
impacts that persist today. activities and Aboriginal
Denison has included a rights will be adversely

cumulative effects assessment impacted due to impacts
within their final Environmental | arising from cumulative
Impact Statement that considers | effects.

impacts on numerous valued

components, including on CNSC is committed to
ecosystems and Indigenous land | working with MN-S and
and resource use. Denison Denison, as appropriate, to
considered whether residual continue to engage and find
adverse effects of the proposed | solutions to address any
project on a given valued outstanding concerns in
component might overlap advance of the Part 2
spatially or temporally with Commission hearing.

effects resulting from other
past, present, and reasonably
foreseeable projects or
activities.

CNSC staff are satisfied with
how Denison addressed
cumulative effects within their
Environmental Impact
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Statement as per the
requirements of CEAA 2012,
consistent with Assessing
Cumulative Environmental
Effects under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act,
2012 [17]. CNSC staff expect
Denison to continue engaging
with MN-S on these concerns if
the project is approved.

MNSO03

Indigenous participation
and trust

MN-S has emphasized the
need for MN-S involvement
in monitoring programs and
want Métis members to be
trained to sample, analyze,
and understand environmental
data. MN-S has also flagged
indicated that they want their
input on mitigation plans to be
incorporated.

Indigenous
consultation/environmental
monitoring

The CNSC is committed to
ensuring that Indigenous
communities, including MN-S,
are meaningfully involved in
environmental oversight for the
proposed project if it is
approved.

CNSC staff have determined
that Denison has demonstrated
a commitment to working with
identified Indigenous Nations
and communities throughout
the life of the project, including
establishing working
relationships and developing
engagement work plans.
Denison has since funded and
integrated a Métis Knowledge
Study into their final
Environmental Impact
Statement. Denison has also
committed to sharing
information on environmental
monitoring plans with identified
Indigenous Nations and

The MN-S does not deem this
issue to be resolved as MN-S
seeks firm, enforceable
commitments, from Denison,
the CNSC, or both, to ensure
that it can be an active
participant in the monitoring
process, and can ensure
appropriate measures are
taken to address any adverse
effects of the Project
identified through
monitoring.

CNSC is committed to
working with MN-S and
Denison, as appropriate, to
continue to engage and find
solutions to address any
outstanding concerns in
advance of the Part 2
Commission hearing.
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communities as they develop,
including the MN-S with
respect to decommissioning
planning, mitigation, and
monitoring.

The CNSC ensures that all
environmental assessment and
licensing decision uphold the
honour of the Crown and
uphold Indigenous peoples’
potential or established
Indigenous and/or Treaty
Rights, pursuant to Section 35
of the Constitution Act, 1982. If
the proposed project is
accepted, CNSC staff will
ensure Denison is meeting their
commitments through an
environmental assessment
follow-up and monitoring
program. Denison will also
have to meet the requirements
in their licence conditions
handbook throughout the
applicable licensing phase and
report to the CNSC on their
engagement activities. CNSC
staff remain committed to
engaging and collaborating with
MN-S on follow-up and
monitoring activities on this
topic and other topics of
concern, should this Project be
approved.
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MNS04

Engagement and traditional
land use

MN-S has expressed
dissatisfaction with Denison's
engagement, citing misleading
logs, lack of outreach, and
insufficient consultation on
project activities. MN-S has
indicated they feel excluded
from regulatory discussions
and have concerns about
Denison's communication
with municipalities instead of
MN-S.

MN-S is concerned about the
lack of engagement regarding
potential impacts on Métis
traditional use activities and
cultural practices. MN-S feel
their perspectives, including
the concerns of NR1 and NR3
communities, have been
overlooked.

Indigenous
consultation/traditional

practices/Indigenous Rights

Denison is required to report on
its Indigenous engagement
activities and has committed to
continued engagement with
MN-S at their direction,
inclusive of engagement in NR1
and NR3. In addition, Denison
has funded and integrated a
Meétis Knowledge Study into
their final Environmental
Impact Statement, to ensure
Meétis knowledge, values, and
perspectives are considered
throughout the process. Denison
has also revised their final
Environmental Impact
Statement to reflect that the
project is being proposed within
the MN-S Homeland.

CNSC staff will ensure Denison
is meeting their commitments
through an environmental
assessment follow-up and
monitoring program. Denison
will also have to meet the
requirements in their licence
conditions handbook
throughout the applicable
licensing phase and report to
the CNSC on their engagement
activities. CNSC staff are
proposing a Project-specific
license condition requiring
Denison to report progress on
Indigenous engagement and

The MN-S does not deem this
issue to be resolved as the
MN-S maintains that
engagement to-date has not
been consistent with a
consent-based approach, and
that the preliminary Denison-
MN-S consent-based
discussions that commenced
in early 2025 were slow to
advance and should be
provided with a meaningful
opportunity to occur before
the Project is assessed.

CNSC is committed to
working with MN-S and
Denison, as appropriate, to
continue to engage and find
solutions to address any
outstanding concerns in
advance of the Part 2
Commission hearing.
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implementation of
commitments to Nations,
including MN-S, annually.
MNSO05 | Economic opportunities Socio-economic considerations The CNSC acknowledges MN— | The MN-S does not deem this

MN-S is concerned over the
lack of concrete economic
benefits for Métis
communities, limited training
opportunities, and insufficient
support for Métis people to
participate in the workforce.

MN-S also raises a concern
regarding the loss of the value
of the economic resource
from the Métis title claim if
the Métis title claim is
recognized.

S’s concerns about economic
inclusion and is satisfied that
Denison’s commitments
address these concerns. Denison
has developed a human
resource development plan
which prioritizes Indigenous
Nations and communities for
employment and training, and
their procurement strategy
emphasizes local Métis
businesses.

Although CNSC staff cannot
speak directly to economic
benefit agreements between
proponents and Indigenous
Nations and communities,
CNSC staff encourage MN-S to
continue working with Denison
to address concerns relating to
potential socio-economic
impacts and opportunities for
MN-S. CNSC staff will
continue to monitor Denison’s
Indigenous engagement to
ensure Denison remains
responsive and continues to
consider and address concerns
raised, to the extent possible.

issue to be resolved as MN-S
deems the Aboriginal title
claim as central to the Métis
effort to strengthen the Métis
Nation and advance self-
government and institutional
sovereignty.

CNSC is committed to
working with MN-S and
Denison, as appropriate, to
continue to engage and find
solutions to address any
outstanding concerns in
advance of the Part 2
Commission hearing.

152




August 2025 Indigenous Consultation Report — Wheeler River Project

In regard to MN-S’ concern on
the Métis title claim, CNSC are
looking into the title claim to
understand how and if it may
impact this project. CNSC will
continue review information as
it is released and encourage
MN-S to continue to share any
information with CNSC on the
Meétis title claim. CNSC staff
remain committed to engaging
and collaborating with MN-S
on follow-up and monitoring
activities on this topic and other
topics of concern, should this
Project be approved.

MNS06 | Community health and well- | Human health The CNSC recognizes the The MN-S does not deem this
being importance of community issue to be resolved as the
health and wellbeing. MN-S remains concerned
MN-S has expressed concerns about activities which result
over potential impacts on Denison’s Human Resource in impacts to communities
community cohesion and Development Plan includes from illicit substances and
health services. provisions for community-level | transient populations often
engagement and support, and associated with resource
the CNSC expects Denison to extraction industries. In

continue working with MN-S to | addition, the MN-S remains
identify and address health and | concerned that the
well-being concerns throughout | development of the

the facility lifecycle. Aboriginal title claim area
will discourage Métis land

If the proposed project is use in the vicinity of the

accepted, Denison has Project now and in the future.

committed to including country

foods (e.g. blueberries, fish, CNSC is committed to

etc.) in their environmental working with MN-S and

monitoring program and will be | Denison, as appropriate, to
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developing a country food
monitoring document to support
their licence to operate. Denison
will also have to meet the
requirements in their licence
conditions handbook
throughout the applicable
licensing phase and report to
the CNSC on their engagement
activities. CNSC staff are
committed to building a
meaningful and trusting
relationship with MN-S,
collaborating with the Nation to
address the Nation’s issues and
concerns. This means engaging
and working with MN-S on
monitoring, oversight,
reporting, and follow-up
activities throughout the
Project’s full lifecycle.

continue to engage and find
solutions to address any
outstanding concerns in
advance of the Part 2
Commission hearing.

MNSO07

Waste management and
long-term impacts

MN-S has expressed concerns
about waste disposal methods,
hazardous waste storage, and
long-term reclamation, fearing
contamination and potential
abandonment without proper
remediation. Additionally,
post-decommissioning
impacts on animal populations
and the ability to harvest are
also a concern for MN-S.

Waste management/long-term
impacts

As the sole nuclear regulator in
Canada, the CNSC is
committed to upholding the
highest standards of
environmental protection and
safety for all nuclear facilities
across the country. The CNSC
regulates nuclear facilities
throughout entire facility
lifecycles and CNSC staff
perform various compliance
activities to ensure the facilities
are operating in a way that is
safe for the environment and
human health. CNSC staff are

The MN-S does not deem this
issue to be resolved as the
The MN-S does not deem this
issue to be resolved as the
MN-S requests the CNSC to
address the MN-S’s concerns
regarding its Aboriginal title
claim, including the loss of
socio-economic potential, the
potential for alienation from
these significant lands
through loss of land use
knowledge transfers and
through stigma, and the
potential extinguishment of
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committed to building a
meaningful and trusting
relationship with MN-S,
collaborating with the Nation to
address the Nation’s issues and
concerns. This means engaging
and working with MN-S on
monitoring, oversight,
reporting, and follow-up
activities throughout the
Project’s full lifecycle.

The CNSC requires that both
preliminary decommissioning
plans and financial guarantees
are in place for nuclear facilities
to ensure that decommissioning
and waste management
commitments and obligations
are met by the licensee,
including the safe handling and
storage of all radioactive
materials. In addition, Denison
has committed to incorporating
or addressing Indigenous
concerns into their
decommissioning plans as the
plans are developed.

The CNSC ensures that all
environmental assessment and
licensing decision uphold the
honour of the Crown and
uphold Indigenous peoples’
potential or established
Indigenous and/or Treaty

any Métis exercise of
traditional activities and
Aboriginal rights.

CNSC is committed to
working with MN-S and
Denison, as appropriate, to
continue to engage and find
solutions to address any
outstanding concerns in
advance of the Part 2
Commission hearing.
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Rights, pursuant to Section 35
of the Constitution Act, 1982. If
the proposed project is
accepted, CNSC staff will
ensure Denison is meeting their
commitments through an
environmental assessment
follow-up and monitoring
program. Denison will also
have to meet the requirements
in their licence conditions
handbook throughout the
applicable licensing

phase. CNSC staff remain
committed to engaging and
collaborating with MN-S on
follow-up and monitoring
activities on this topic and other
topics of concern, should this
Project be approved.

MNSO08

Indigenous Consultation
and FPIC Process

MN-S is concerned that no
specific efforts have been
made by CNSC and Denison
to consider MN-S' position
through the lens of Free,
Prior, and Informed Consent
(FPIC).

Indigenous consultation

CNSC staff acknowledge the
issues and concerns that MN-S
has raised to date related to the
Project. CNSC staff have
worked to understand, assess
and address the concerns to the
greatest extent possible through
consultation, having focused
discussions, providing detailed
responses, reflecting MN-S'
views in CNSC’s
documentation, communicating
MN-S's concerns to Denison
and discussing the Project at
regular scheduled meetings
with MN-S to better understand

The MN-S does not deem this
issue to be resolved as the
MN-S submits that the MN-S
has not been afforded a
consent-based process.

CNSC is committed to
working with MN-S and
Denison, as appropriate, to
continue to engage and find
solutions to address any
outstanding concerns in
advance of the Part 2
Commission hearing.
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their concerns and identify
commitments, mitigations and a
path forward to addressing the
concerns. CNSC staff’s view is
that the approach to
consultation conducted for the
Project has been in line with
best practises and is flexible
based on the specific needs and
requests of each potentially
impacted Indigenous Nation
and community, including MN-
S. CNSC will continue to
monitor Denison’s
commitments to MN-S and
engagement through the
lifecycle of the Project, if
approved and ensure that
Denison is addressing MN-S'
questions, concerns and
requests, as per REGDOC:
3.2.2 Indigenous Engagement.

CNSC staff are committed to
working with MN-S through the
RIA process and further
consultation on the Project to
identify additional
commitments, mitigations and a
path forward to addressing the
concerns related to the Project,
as appropriate in order to work
towards consensus on the key
issues and the Project.
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CNSC staff encourage MN-S to
share information with CNSC
on understanding their FPIC
process and position on the
Project. CNSC staff will
continue to work with MN-S
regarding their FPIC process
and efforts to work towards
seeking their consent for the
Project. CNSC staff are
proposing a Project-specific
license condition requiring
Denison to report progress on
Indigenous engagement and
implementation of
commitments to Nations,
including MN-S, annually.

A.5 Issues Tracking Table for Lac La Ronge Indian Band (LLRIB) with respect to the Wheeler
River Project

Note — CNSC staff shared this table with LLRIB for their review on June 27", 2025. CNSC staff followed up with LLRIB on July 17",
2025. On July 30", 2025 LLRIB confirmed that the information presented accurately reflects LLRIB's views on the issues and
concerns raised to date.

D Issue or concern (including impacts Theme Crown response Status of

to Indigenous and/or Treaty Rights) issue/concern

LLRIBO1 |Protection of Treaty Rights and Indigenous The CNSC recognizes LLRIB’s concerns [CNSC staff’s view is
traditional use rights/culture and relating to potential impacts on Treaty that this concern has

traditional practices Rights and traditional land use. Since being [and will continue to be

LLRIB has shared concerns around identified as an interested Nation for this  [addressed through the
potential adverse impacts to the ability proposed project, LLRIB has been included fresponses and
to hunt, fish and trap for food and/or in the environmental assessment process  jcommitments of

158



August 2025

Indigenous Consultation Report — Wheeler River Project

the ability to carry out traditional uses
including cultural, spiritual or other
important sites near the proposed
project area.

and invited to share information on land use
and rights throughout the process.

Denison has committed to ongoing
engagement and collaboration with LLRIB
alongside commitments relating to
incorporating Indigenous perspectives into
environmental protection and monitoring.
CNSC staff expect that Denison will
continue engaging with LLRIB and other
identified Indigenous Nations and
communities to identify potential concerns
related to impacts on Indigenous and/or
treaty rights as a result of the proposed
project. Denison will also be required to
report to the CNSC regarding their
engagement activities.

[f the proposed project is accepted, CNSC
staff will ensure Denison is meeting their
commitments through an environmental
assessment follow-up and monitoring
program. Denison will also have to meet
the requirements in their licence conditions
handbook throughout the applicable
licensing phase and report to the CNSC on

their engagement activities.

Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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A.6

River Project

Note — CNSC staff shared this table with PBCN for their review on June 27", 2025. CNSC staff followed up with PBCN on July 17"
2025. No response was received. If feedback is provided by PBCN at a later date, this information will be included in a supplemental
submission which will be submitted to the Commission in advance of the Part 2 hearing.

Issues Tracking Table for Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation (PBCN) with respect to the Wheeler

Treaty Rights

PBCN is concerned that the project
could affect their ability to exercise
their Aboriginal and Treaty Rights near
the project area. PBCN feel excluded
from the engagement process and want
to be involved moving forward.

PBCN stresses the need for the Crown
and Denison to engage them in a
meaningful way to identify, assess,
mitigate, and reasonably accommodate
any impacts on their Rights as rights
holders.

and traditional practices

assessment and licensing decision uphold
the honour of the Crown and uphold
Indigenous peoples’ potential or
established Indigenous and/or Treaty
Rights, pursuant to Section 35 of the
Constitution Act, 1982.

'While PBCN was not initially identified as
a potentially impacted Nation, the CNSC
has since taken steps to rectify this. PBCN
was awarded participant funding, included
in all subsequent communications, and
invited to provide input on the draft
environmental impact statement and other
project documentation as well as awarded
funding to attend and participate in the
Commission hearing.

CNSC staff have met with PBCN and
continue to encourage the Nation to share
specific information about how their
Indigenous Rights and interests may be
impacted in the project area. The CNSC

remains committed to building a long-

D Issue or concern (including impacts Theme Crown response Status of
to Indigenous and/or Treaty Rights) P issue/concern
PBCNO1 |Engagement and Indigenous and Indigenous rights/culture  [The CNSC ensures that all environmental [CNSC staff’s view is

that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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term relationship with PBCN and ensuring
their concerns are considered throughout
the environmental assessment and
licensing processes.

In addition, Denison has committed to
ongoing engagement and sharing of
information with Indigenous Nations and
communities throughout the project
lifecycle. If the proposed project is
accepted, CNSC staff will ensure Denison
is meeting their commitments through an
environmental assessment follow-up and
monitoring program. Denison will also
have to meet the requirements in their
licence conditions handbook throughout
the applicable licensing phase and report
to the CNSC on their engagement
activities. CNSC staff remain committed
to engaging and collaborating with PBCN
on follow-up and monitoring activities on
this topic and other topics of concern,
should this Project be approved.

PBCNO2

Treaty Rights and socio-economic
impacts

PBCN aims to ensure that their Treaty
Rights, particularly regarding water, are
protected and that an Impact Benefit
Agreement (IBA) is established with
Denison to safeguard the socio-
economic and cultural well-being of
their members.

Indigenous rights/culture
and traditional
practices/socio-economic
considerations

Denison has committed to robust
containment measures for the proposed
facility to avoid any impacts on the
aquatic environment, including water
quality. Hydrologic monitoring at the
proposed project site will continue in
order to track streamflow trends, and fish
and fish habitat monitoring will occur in
tandem with the water quality sampling

In addition, within their environmental
impact statement, Denison has determined
that communities within the region are not

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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expected to experience any significant
negative impacts to community well-being
stemming from the proposed project.
CNSC staff have reviewed Denison’s
assessment of socio-economic and
environmental impacts, along with the
proposed mitigation measures, and are
satisfied with the findings.

|Although CNSC staff cannot speak
directly to economic benefit agreements
between proponents and Indigenous
INations and communities, CNSC staff
encourage PBCN to continue working
with Denison to address concerns relating
to potential socio-economic impacts and
opportunities for PBCN. CNSC staff will
continue to monitor Denison’s Indigenous
engagement to ensure Denison remains
responsive and continues to consider and
address concerns raised, to the extent
possible. CNSC staff remain committed to
engaging and collaborating with PBCN on
follow-up and monitoring activities on this
topic and other topics of concern, should
this Project be approved.

PBCNO3

Lack of capacity funding

PBCN is concerned that Denison is not
providing the necessary funding to
support meaningful engagement, which
hinders their ability to assess potential
impacts to their rights independently
and objectively.

Indigenous

consultation/capacity

funding

'While capacity funding from the
proponent is not mandated by the CNSC,
Denison has entered into agreements with
various Indigenous Nations and
communities to support engagement and
capacity-building. In addition, Denison
has committed to supporting Indigenous
participation in various monitoring
programs and decommissioning planning,
if the project is approved.

CNSC staff’s view is
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
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The CNSC encourages PBCN to continue
discussing with Denison to explore similar
arrangements and discuss concerns going
forward.

regulatory
requirements.

PBCNO04

Misrepresentation of land use
information

PBCN has raised issues with Denison’s
use of a draft confidential territory map
in the draft environmental impact
statement (EIS). PBCN has expressed
that the map does not fully represent
PBCN’s land use and should not be
relied upon for decision-making.

Indigenous rights

The CNSC recognizes the importance of
accurate and respectful representation of
Indigenous land use.

Since PBCN’s inclusion in the
environmental assessment process, the
CNSC has encouraged the Nation to
provide updated land use information in
the project area. Denison is expected to
revise and update its documentation to
reflect new information received from
Indigenous Nations and communities
throughout the process. The CNSC
expects Denison to continue to work
collaboratively with PBCN to ensure their
land use information is appropriately
represented throughout future project
phases, if the project is approved.

The Commission is committed to ensuring
that Indigenous perspectives are
meaningfully considered in all licensing
decisions made by the Commission. The
CNSC ensures that all environmental
assessment and licensing decision uphold
the honour of the Crown and uphold
Indigenous peoples’ potential or

established Indigenous and/or Treaty

CNSC staff’s view 1s
that this concern has
and will continue to be
addressed through the
responses and
commitments of
Denison and CNSC
staff to the extent
possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory
requirements.
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Rights, pursuant to Section 35 of the
Constitution Act, 1982.
A.7 Issues Tracking Table for Birch Narrows Dene Nation (BNDN) with respect to the Wheeler

River Project

Note — CNSC staff shared this table with BNDN for their review on June 27", 2025. CNSC staff followed up with BNDN on July 17™,
2025. No response was received. If feedback is provided by BNDN at a later date, this information will be included in a supplemental

submission which will be submitted to the Commission in advance of the Part 2 hearing.

Issue or concern (including

cultural heritage

BNDN has expressed concerns
that their Traditional
Knowledge and their
Traditional Knowledge and
Land Use (TKLU) have not
been adequately considered and
captured in Denison’s
environmental impact statement
(EIS) and supporting
documents.

BNDN states that the project is
located within their traditional
territory and believe this
information is essential in order

land use

met with BNDN over the course of
the assessment process in an effort to
better understand BNDN’s concerns
relating to the proposed project and
more specifically, their concerns
relating to the inclusion of
Traditional Knowledge and TKLU.

While carrying out their technical
reviews of the EIS, CNSC staff
ensured that valued components
shared by Indigenous Nations and
communities were either included
directly in Denison’s documentation
or were represented by appropriate
indicators. However, to date, BNDN
has not provided the CNSC or

ID impacts to Indigenous and/or Theme Crown response Status of issue/concern
Treaty Rights)
BNDNOI | Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Knowledge and | Both Denison and CNSC staff have | CNSC staff’s view is that

this concern has and will
continue to be addressed
through the responses and
commitments of Denison
and CNSC staff to the
extent possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory requirements.
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to properly assess potential Denison with specific information
impacts on their Rights, cultural regarding their land use in the
heritage, and ecological project area. CNSC staff specialists
knowledge, and to strengthen to took into consideration BNDN’s
overall assessment. concerns on the Environmental

Impact Statement when conducting
their assessments and determining
the potential for impacts within the
Environmental Assessment report.
The issues and concerns summarized
in the Environmental Assessment
Report were shared with BNDN for
review and input prior to it being
finalized.

Going forward, as per REGDOC-
3.2.2, Indigenous Engagement,
CNSC staff will continue to monitor
Denison’s Indigenous engagement
activities, including those relating to
the incorporation of Traditional
Knowledge and values into
Denison’s proposed project, if it is
approved. CNSC encourage BNDN
to share any information regarding
land use in the project area with
CNSC and Denison. CNSC staff
remain committed to engaging and
collaborating with BNDN on follow-
up and monitoring activities on this
topic and other topics of concern,
should this Project be approved.

BNDNO2 | Workforce and socio- Socio-economic Within their EIS, Denison has CNSC staff’s view is that
economic impacts considerations determined that communities within | this concern has and will
the region are not expected to continue to be addressed

experience any significant negative | through the responses and
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BNDN worries that the
transient workforce resulting
from the project, were it to be
approved, may negatively
impact their quality of life.

BNDN has requested that
through the Duty to Consult and
Accommodate, effective and
appropriate economic benefits
and accommodation measures
should be implemented to
protect traditional practices, in
an effort to minimize potential
adverse effects of the project.

impacts to demographics or
community well-being stemming
from the proposed project. CNSC
staff have reviewed Denison’s
assessment of socio-economic and
environmental impacts, along with
the proposed mitigation measures,
and are satisfied with the findings.

Although CNSC staff cannot speak
directly to economic benefit
agreements between proponents and
Indigenous Nations and
communities, CNSC staff encourage
BNDN to continue working with
Denison to address concerns relating
to potential socio-economic impacts
and opportunities for BNDN. CNSC
staff will continue to monitor
Denison’s Indigenous engagement to
ensure Denison remains responsive
and continues to consider and
address concerns raised, to the extent
possible.

commitments of Denison
and CNSC staff to the
extent possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory requirements.

BNDNO3

Local study area and
community involvement

BNDN has expressed concerns
about its community not being
identified as a community
within the local study area,
which BNDN claimed has
impacted the community’s
eligibility for priority
employment, training, and
contraction opportunities.

Socio-economic
considerations

Denison has met with BNDN
throughout the assessment process to
better understand the concerns on
this topic, and Denison has
committed to keeping BNDN
informed throughout the monitoring
program design and implementation
process. CNSC staff expect Denison
to continue engaging and
communicating with BNDN on
environmental management and

CNSC staff’s view is that
this concern has and will
continue to be addressed
through the responses and
commitments of Denison
and CNSC staff to the
extent possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory requirements.
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In addition, BNDN feels that
this has resulted in Denison not
engaging with them on topics
relating to environmental
management, monitoring, and
remediation programs.

monitoring programs in relation to
the project, if it is approved.

Although CNSC staff cannot speak
directly to economic benefit
agreements between proponents and
Indigenous Nations and
communities, CNSC staff encourage
BNDN to continue working with
Denison to address concerns relating
to potential socio-economic impacts
and opportunities for BNDN. CNSC
staff will continue to monitor
Denison’s Indigenous engagement to
ensure Denison remains responsive
and continues to consider and
address concerns raised, to the extent
possible.

BNDNO4

Water and groundwater
concerns

BNDN places high importance
on protecting water resources.
They are concerned about the
lack of adequate assessment
regarding mercury
contamination and groundwater
risks, particularly the
confidence in Denison's
contamination model, potential
leaks, and underestimation of
water usage.

BNDN has requested further
studies and dialogue to ensure

Aquatic

environment/groundwater

The CNSC acknowledges BNDN’s
concerns regarding the potential for
impacts on the aquatic environment,
including on groundwater and water
quality. CNSC staff are satisfied
with Denison’s commitments to
collecting additional baseline
information on water and sediment
quality, including mercury and
methyl mercury, from local lakes
and rivers prior to development and
to monitoring total and methyl
mercury and mercury in country
foods.

Denison has also committed to
robust containment measures for the

CNSC staff’s view is that
this concern has and will
continue to be addressed
through the responses and
commitments of Denison
and CNSC staff to the
extent possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory requirements.
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the project does not degrade
natural water resources in their
Ancestral Lands.

proposed facility to avoid any
impacts on water quality. Denison
has committed to treating effluent to
meet or exceed the Metal and
Diamond Mining Effluent
Regulations (MDMER). Further, this
is a requirement that the CNSC will
ensure has been met Hydrological
monitoring at the proposed project
site will continue in order to track
streamflow trends and water levels
in the lakes, and fish and fish habitat
monitoring will occur in tandem
with the water quality sampling. In
addition, Denison will implement a
Surface Water Management
Program, an Effluent and Emissions
Monitoring Program, and a
Groundwater Protection and
Monitoring Plan, if the project is
accepted

CNSC staff have reviewed
Denison’s plans relating to
protection of the aquatic
environment and are satisfied that
the proposed mitigation measures
are protective of the environment
and human health, and that the
proposed project was determined to
have no significant adverse effects to
surface water and groundwater.
CNSC staff remain committed to
engaging and collaborating with
BNDN on follow-up and monitoring
activities on this topic and other
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topics of concern, should this Project
be approved.
BNDNO5 | Environmental and species Fish and fish habitat/species | Denison has committed to collecting | CNSC staff’s view is that

concerns

BNDN believes Denison’s fish
sampling efforts are inadequate
and recommends additional
sampling. They also feel that
the avoidance buffer for moose
and woodland caribou is too
small, potentially leading to
habitat avoidance.

BNDN is concerned that
species at risk were excluded
from the EIS or not listed as
key indicators. Furthermore,
BNDN feels the EIS overlooks
the cumulative effects of
Cameco’s operations on
atmospheric impacts.

at risk/cumulative
effects/atmospheric
environment

additional baseline information
pertaining to water and sediment
quality, including mercury and
methyl mercury, from local study
area lakes and rivers prior to
development, as well as undertaking
monitoring of total and methyl
mercury and mercury in country
foods (i.e., fish tissue). These efforts
will help establish/confirm baseline
concentrations in fish tissues before
construction and support regular
monitoring during all project phases.
CNSC staff have required Denison
to collect some additional aquatic
and terrestrial baseline data prior to
specific project activities to support
an updated risk assessment for
licensing.

CNSC staff will continue to assess
how the proposal meets regulatory
requirements prior to the granting of
a licence. This includes evaluating
habitat protection measures and
ensuring that Denison’s
commitments align with best
practices and regulatory expectations
for species at risk and wildlife
habitat management.

this concern has and will
continue to be addressed
through the responses and
commitments of Denison
and CNSC staff to the
extent possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory requirements.
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CNSC staff are satisfied with
Denison’s commitment to share
information with BNDN throughout
the monitoring program design and
implementation process. If the
project receives positive
environmental assessment and
licensing decisions, CNSC staff will
ensure Denison meets their
commitments through a follow-up
and monitoring program, which can
span the lifecycle of the facility.
This includes compliance with
applicable regulatory documents and
CSA standards related to
environmental protection and
species monitoring.

Denison will be required to meet the
requirements and criteria listed in
CNSC’s applicable regulatory
documents and CSA standards.
These include provisions for
assessing and controlling
atmospheric emissions and
cumulative environmental effects.
CNSC staff will perform ongoing
monitoring and compliance activities
to ensure Denison respects these
requirements throughout the
lifecycle of the facility. CNSC staff
remain committed to engaging and
collaborating with BNDN on follow-
up and monitoring activities on this
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topic and other topics of concern,
should this Project be approved.
BNDNO6 | Emissions and greenhouse gas | Atmospheric environment CNSC staff are satisfied with CNSC staff’s view is that
concerns Denison’s response that they will this concern has and will
implement mitigation measures to continue to be addressed
BNDN is worried about the reduce greenhouse gas emissions. through the responses and

project’s reliance on burning
diesel for operations, urging
Denison to consider best
available technologies to reduce
GHG emissions.

The CNSC’s REGDOC-2.9.1
requires Denison to ensure that their
effluent and emissions preventive
and control measures are established
using best industry practice,
incorporating the application of
BATEA, ALARA, process
optimization, continuous
improvement, and the results of an
environmental risk assessment. If the
proposed project is approved and
licence conditions are required, these
will be proposed and incorporated
into the licence and licence
conditions handbook.

commitments of Denison
and CNSC staff to the
extent possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory requirements.

A.8 Issues Tracking Table for Prince Albert Grand Council (PAGC) with respect to the Wheeler
River Project

Note — CNSC staff shared this table with PAGC for their review on June 27", 2025. CNSC staff followed up with PAGC on July 17",
2025. No response was received. If feedback is provided by PAGC at a later date, this information will be included in a supplemental

submission which will be submitted to the Commission in advance of the Part 2 hearing.
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Issue or concern (including

Health

PAGC has expressed concerns
about the inadequate involvement
of Indigenous Nations and
communities in the assessment
process, with minimal
consideration of issues raised.
Indigenous Peoples cannot
meaningfully practice their Treaty
Rights if their physical and mental
health are being impacted. PAGC is
especially concerned about lung
cancer incidences for Indigenous
peoples in the Athabasca regions.

In addition, PAGC has indicated
that changes to their ability to live
off the land is a significant concern
to PAGC Nations, including
impacts to their ability to practice
subsistence activities such as
hunting and gathering.

health/traditional practices

ensuring that Indigenous
communities, including PAGC, are
meaningfully involved in
environmental oversight for the
proposed project, if it is approved,
and recognizes the importance of
community health and wellbeing.

Denison’s Human Resource
Development Plan includes
provisions for community-level
engagement and support, and the
CNSC expects Denison to continue
working with PAGC to identify and
address health and well-being
concerns throughout the facility
lifecycle. Denison has included a
cumulative effects assessment
within their final Environmental
Impact Statement that considers
impacts on numerous valued
components, including on
ecosystems and Indigenous land
and resource use.

The CNSC reviews public health
reports from Northern
Saskatchewan relevant health
authorities and conducts health
studies of uranium workers, to

ID impacts to Indigenous and/or Theme Crown response Status of issue/concern
Treaty Rights)
PAGCO1 | Indigenous Rights and Human Indigenous Rights/human | The CNSC is committed to CNSC staff’s view is that

this concern has and will
continue to be addressed
through the responses and
commitments of Denison
and CNSC staff to the
extent possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory requirements.
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provide further independent
verification that people’s health,
living near the uranium mines and
mills, is protected. Based on current
environmental levels of radiation
exposures near the uranium mines
and mills, the current scientific
knowledge about the sources,
effects, and risks of ionizing
radiation, and relevant local and
provincial health information,
CNSC staff have not observed and
do not expect to observe any
adverse health outcomes related to
the environmental radiation
exposures from the uranium mines
and mills.

If the proposed project is accepted,
CNSC staff will ensure Denison is
meeting their commitments through
an environmental assessment
follow-up and monitoring program.
Denison will also have to meet the
requirements in their licence
conditions handbook throughout the
applicable licensing phase and
report to the CNSC on their
engagement activities. CNSC staff
are committed to building a
meaningful and trusting relationship
with PAGC and engaging the
organization to address PAGC’s
issues and concerns. This means
continuing to share information and
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provide updates to PAGC, should
this Project be approved.
PAGCO02 | Climate Change and Species at Cumulative Denison has committed to avoiding | CNSC staff’s view is that
Risk effects/terrestrial disruption of critical habitats to the | this concern has and will
environment/climate extent possible and to implementing | continue to be addressed

PAGC is concerned about the
vulnerability of the northern
environment to project impacts and
to climate change. PAGC has
expressed that the process does not
adequately consider Elders’
understanding of human impact on
wildlife, including caribou and
other species at risk, which
subsequently impacts Indigenous
livelihoods.

The decreasing woodland and
barren land caribou populations in
northern Saskatchewan are of
particular concern to PAGC
Nations due to the cultural
connections with the animals.
Woodland caribou are sensitive to
ecosystem changes, and it is
doubtful that they will return to
their habitat once disturbed.

change/species at
risk/traditional practices

appropriate mitigation measures,
including scheduling certain project
activities outside of timeframes that
are sensitive periods for wildlife
and avoiding wetlands and
instituting proper buffers, whenever
possible, and will have a Road and
Traffic Monitoring Plan and Pre-
Clearance Wildlife Monitoring
Plan. Denison has also developed
the Caribou Management
Framework, which highlights
additional mitigation (offset)
measures specific to potential
residual effects on caribou, and the
Biodiversity Management Plan (for
terrestrial and avian species).

Denison has also included a
cumulative effects assessment
within their final Environmental
Impact Statement that considers
impacts on numerous valued
components, including on
ecosystems and Indigenous land
and resource use. Denison also
included climate change
considerations within their
assessment. Denison has committed

through the responses and
commitments of Denison
and CNSC staff to the
extent possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory requirements.
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to sharing information on
environmental monitoring plans
with interested Indigenous Nations
and communities as they develop,
and Denison has implemented
Traditional Knowledge from local
Indigenous Nations and
communities into the
Environmental Impact Statement
and supporting documentation.

CNSC staff are of the view that
PAGC’s concerns relating to
wildlife, wildlife habitat, and
species at risk have and will
continue to be addressed through
the responses and commitments of
Denison and CNSC staff, as well as
proposed Environmental
Assessment conditions.
Effectiveness of the mitigation
measures and commitments will be
verified by CNSC staff through an
environmental assessment follow-
up and monitoring program and
CNSC staff’s compliance activities
throughout the lifecycle of the
facility, if it is approved.

PAGCO03 | Environmental Monitoring Environmental The CNSC is committed to CNSC staff’s view is that
monitoring/Traditional ensuring that Indigenous this concern has and will
PAGC has expressed concerns Knowledge communities, including PAGC, are | continue to be addressed
about the excessive reliance on meaningfully involved in through the responses and
science-based models in the environmental oversight for the commitments of Denison
assessment process, which puts proposed project, if it is approved. | and CNSC staff to the
Indigenous Peoples at a extent possible within the

disadvantage. Often times,
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Indigenous Peoples are not
involved in the collection, analysis,
and interpretation of data.

PAGC stresses that Denison can set
an example for other mining
companies through activities such
as Indigenous participation in
environmental monitoring. This is
especially important consider the
historic mismanagement of mining
operations in the region, as
demonstrated by the 38 abandoned
mines in the Athabasca region.

CNSC staff have determined that
Denison has demonstrated a
commitment to working with
identified Indigenous Nations and
communities throughout the life of
the project, including establishing
working relationships and
developing engagement work plans.
Denison has committed to sharing
information on environmental
monitoring plans with interested
Indigenous Nations and
communities as they develop, and
Denison has implemented
Traditional Knowledge from local
Indigenous Nations and
communities into the
Environmental Impact Statement
and supporting documentation.

The Commission is committed to
ensuring that Indigenous
perspectives are meaningfully
considered in all licensing decisions
made by the Commission, and that
these decisions are made in
accordance with the CNSC’s
approach to reconciliation and
consultation. The CNSC ensures
that all environmental assessment
and licensing decision uphold the
honour of the Crown and uphold
Indigenous peoples’ potential or
established Indigenous and/or
Treaty Rights, pursuant to Section
35 of the Constitution Act, 1982.

CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory requirements.
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If the proposed project is accepted,
CNSC staff will ensure Denison is
meeting their commitments through
an environmental assessment
follow-up and monitoring program
and Environmental Assessment
conditions. Denison will also have
to meet the requirements in their
licence conditions handbook
throughout the applicable licensing
phase and report to the CNSC on
their engagement activities. CNSC
staff remain committed to engaging
and sharing information with
PAGC, should the Project be
approved.

PAGC04

Socio-economic and Employment
Concerns

PAGC is requesting information on
Indigenous partnerships in the
economic benefits of the mines,
including equity-based
participation in the workforce with
training opportunities for
Indigenous personnel to operate in
management and decision-making
roles.

PAGC noted that there is an
opportunity for Denison to set an
example for other mining
companies, through activities such
as providing training for

Socio-economic
considerations

The CNSC acknowledges PAGC’s
concerns about economic inclusion
and is satisfied that Denison’s
commitments address these
concerns. Denison has developed a
human resource development plan
which prioritizes Indigenous
Nations and communities for
employment and training.

Although CNSC staff cannot speak
directly to economic benefit
agreements between proponents and
Indigenous Nations and
communities, CNSC staff
encourage PAGC to continue
working with Denison to address
concerns relating to potential socio-
economic impacts and opportunities

CNSC staff’s view is that
this concern has and will
continue to be addressed
through the responses and
commitments of Denison
and CNSC staff to the
extent possible within the
CNSC’s mandate and
regulatory requirements.
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Indigenous members to run
mining-related businesses.

for PAGC. CNSC staff will
continue to monitor Denison’s
Indigenous engagement to ensure
Denison remains responsive and
continues to consider and address
concerns raised, to the extent
possible.
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Appendix B Key Correspondence with Indigenous Nations and
Communities regarding the Wheeler River Project
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B.1 General Correspondence with Indigenous Nations and
communities



From: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN),

lawrence.mcintyre@erfn.net'; 'cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com’;_'b-tsannie@hotmail.com’;
'moniquethomas2016@gmail.com'; 'pdenechezhe@gmail.com’;_'csayazie@hotmail.com';
'tibbeavereye@hotmail.com'; 'louis.mercredi@fonddulac.ca';_'victorf@sasktel.net'; 'info@fonddulac.ca';
'Garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com'; 'Linda.mcnabb@yathinene.com'; 'eileenmorrison62 @yahoo.ca';

Bcc: 'chiefl@birchnarrows.ca'; 'bandmanager@birchnarrows.ca';_'nvp.glen@sasktel.net';
'mcalette@mns.work'; 'b.merasty@mns.work'; 'geraldmorin@hotmail.com'; 'earl.cook@nortep.ca';
'nvp.mike @sasktel.net'; 'vince.pinehousedc@sasktel.net'; 'jtsanniejr@pagc.net’;
'creemancon@gmail.com'; 'info@mltc.net'; Levine, Adam (CNSC/CCSN); Zenobi, Adam (CNSC/CCSN);
Akhter, Salman (CNSC/CCSN);

Subject: CNSC receives project description for a new in situ recovery uranium mine
Sent: 2019-04-09 11:56:00 AM
Good day,

On February 19, 2019, Denison Mines Corp. submitted a project description with the intent to develop an in situ
recovery (ISR) uranium mine in the Athabasca Basin in northern Saskatchewan, 4 km west of Highway 914 and
approximately 600 km north of Saskatoon.

If and when the project description is assessed by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) as complete, the
next step would be to issue a notice of commencement. The project description would then become available for
public comment as part of the environmental assessment process.

A formal letter of notification to your community with more information on the regulatory review process is
forthcoming.

For more information on the CNSC'’s role in licensing uranium mines and mills, please visit:
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/uranium/mines-and-mills/index.cfm

For more information on the CNSC’s environmental assessment process, please visit:
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/environmental-assessments/index.cfm

Best regards,

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc

Environmental Assessment Officer, Technical Support Branch
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 613-947-3209

Agente en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique
Commission canadienne de slreté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tél : 613-947-3209
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From: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN),

'b-tsannie@hotmail.com’; 'nvp.glen@sasktel.net'; 'leonardmontgrand@yahoo.ca';,
'csayazie@hotmail.com';_'louiemercredi.fdl@sasktel.net'; 'Garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com’;
‘chiefl@birchnarrows.ca';_'lawrence.mcintyre@erfn.net';_'receptionist@mltc.net’;
'eileenmorrison62@yahoo.ca';_'nvp.mike @sasktel.net'; 'mcalette@mns.work'; 'jtsanniejr@pagc.net’;

To:

° 'mcalette@mns.work'; 'b.merasty@mns.work'; 'geraldmorin@hotmail.com'; 'earl.cook@nortep.ca';
'tibbeavereye@hotmail.com'; 'clhmercredi@sasktel.net'; 'victorf@sasktel.net';
'fdlreception@sasktel.net';_'Linda.mcnabb@yathinene.com'; 'bandmanager @birchnarrows.ca';
'cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com'; 'vince.pinehousedc@sasktel.net';_'creemancan@gmail.com';,

. Public comment period on the Project Description for the proposed Wheeler River Project — Denison
Subject: R
Mines Corp.
Sent: 2019-05-31 4:07:00 PM
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good afternoon,

The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) is seeking.comments from the public and Indigenous groups on the project
description for the proposed Wheeler River Project (https://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80178/130098E. pdf).

The project involves the construction of a new uranium mining and processing operation located in the Athabasca Basin in
northern Saskatchewan, approximately 600 km north of the city of Saskatoon, 4 km west of Highway 914 and midway between
Cameco Corporation’s Key Lake Mill and McArthur River Mine.

The CNSC reviewed the project description and determined that it was written in accordance with the Prescribed Information
for the Description of a Designated Project Regulations. (These regulations are made under the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act, 2012). Detailed information about the project will be available in the environmental impact statement, which
Denison Mines Corp., the proponent, will submit at a later stage of the environmental assessment (EA) process.

Comments on the project description should be based on local, regional or traditional knowledge of the site or surrounding
environment, or provide any other relevant information that may help with the conduct of the EA. All comments received will
be considered public.

Written comments must be submitted by June 30, 2019, to:

Marcelle Phaneuf, Environmental Assessment Officer
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

P.O. Box 1046 Station B

280 Slater Street

Ottawa ON K1P 559

Telephone: 613-947-3209 or 1-800-668-5284

Fax: 613-995-5086

Email: cnsc.ea-ee.ccsn@canada.ca

Following receipt of comments on the project description, CNSC staff will consider all submissions received and make
recommendations to inform the Commission's decision on the scope of the factors to be considered in the EA. In addition,
CNSC staff will respond to all comments received from members of the public and Indigenous groups. The comments and
responses will be placed in a table and publicly posted to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Registry. Effort will be made
to group common issues together.

Following the Commission's decision on the EA scope, Denison Mines Corp. will then be required to provide to the CNSC an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for review. An EIS is a report that a proponent writes to present the technical studies and
findings of an EA. The CNSC's Generic Guidelines for the Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/pdfs/Environmental-Assessments/CEAA-
2012-Generic-EIS-Guidelines-eng.pdf) provide general instructions on preparing the EIS and information that must be included
in it in order to comply with CEAA 2012 requirements.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca or by telephone at 613-947-
3209.

Kind regards,
Marcelle

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc
Environmental Assessment Officer, Technical Support Branch
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada



marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 613-947-3209

Agente en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique
Commission canadienne de sOreté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tél : 613-947-3209



From: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN),
'cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com'; 'csayazie@hotmail.com'; 'tIbbeavereye@hotmail.com';
'louiemercredi.fdl@sasktel.net'; 'clhmercredi@sasktel.net'; 'victorf @sasktel.net';
‘fdlreception@sasktel.net';_'b-tsannie@hotmail.com’';_'moniquethomas2016@gmail.com’;
'pdenechezhe@gmail.com';'nvp.glen@sasktel.net'; 'leonardmontgrand@yahoo.ca';
'mcalette@mns.work'; 'b.merasty@mns.work'; 'geraldmorin@hotmail.com'; 'earl.cook@nortep.ca';

Bec: 'nvp.mike @sasktel.net'; 'vince.pinehousedc@sasktel.net'; 'chiefl@birchnarrows.ca';
'bandmanager@birchnarrows.ca'; 'elmercampbell35@gmail.com'; 'receptionist@mltc.net';
'jtsanniejr@pagc.net'; 'creemancan@gmail.com';_'garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com';
'Linda.mcnabb@yathinene.com';_'michael.dawe @yathinene.com'; Wylie, Doug (CNSC/CCSN); Zenobi,
Adam (CNSC/CCSN);

Subject: Wheeler River Project - Commission Decision on the scope of the EA

Attachments: Record_of Decision_-_Denison_Mines_Corporation_-

' _Scope_of _EA_on_the_proposed_Wheeler_River_Project.pdf

Sent: 2019-12-24 8:53:00 AM

Good day,

On December ZOth, 2019, the Commission issued a decision on the scope of an environmental assessment for the
proposed Wheeler River project. For your convenience, | have attached the Record of Decision to this email. You may
also find it on the Registry here.

In the next few weeks, the CNSC will send you a formal letter regarding this decision. The letter will also outline the
next steps in the EA process as well as provide information related to participant funding (PFP) for this project.

As always, | am available for any questions or comments related to the Wheeler River project by phone or email.
Best regards and best wishes for the holiday season.

Marcelle

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc
Environmental Assessment Officer, Technical Support Branch
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada

marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 613-947-3209

Agente en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique
Commission canadienne de sdreté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada

marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tél : 613-947-3209



From: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN) on behalf of Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN)

To: I
Cc: |

Subject: Letter re Notice of Commission Decision on Scoping of EA for Wheeler River Project and Next Steps
Attachments: E-DOCS-#6239167-v2A-Letter_-_CNSC_to_BLDFN_-_Wheeler_River_-_Notificatio....doc

Sent: 2020-03-20 2:34:01 PM

Dear I

The purpose of the attached letter is to notify you that on December 20, 2019, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
(CNSC) made a decision on the scope of factors to be considered in the environmental assessment of the Wheeler River
Project (the Project) proposed by Denison Mines Corp (Denison).

The letter also informs you of the next steps in the EA process, including the fact that Denison Mines Corp has suspended
activities on the environmental assessment.

| remain available for any questions or comments by phone or email,

Best regards

Marcelle

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc

Environmental Assessment Officer, Technical Support Branch

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada

marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 613-947-3209
Agente en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique
Commission canadienne de s(ireté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada

marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tél : 613-947-3209



I * Canadian Nuclear Commission canadienne
Safety Commission  de s(reté nucléaire

March 10, 2020 e-Doc: 6239167

Subject: Notice of Commission Decision on the Scope of the EA for Denison Mines’ Proposed
Wheeler River Project

Dear I

The purpose of this letter is to notify you that on December 20, 2019, the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission (CNSC) made a decision on the scope of factors to be considered in the environmental
assessment of the Wheeler River Project (the Project) proposed by Denison Mines Corp (Denison).

The Commission, pursuant to section 19 of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA
2012), determined the scope of factors to be considered in the environmental assessment (EA) for the
Project to include the factors mandated by paragraphs 19(1) (a) to (h) of the CEAA 2012 with no
additional factors. The Commission understands that, pursuant to subsection 19(3) of CEAA 2012, the
EA for the Project shall consider Indigenous traditional knowledge and community knowledge. See the
enclosed copy of the Record of Decision for more details (Appendix A).

Indigenous Consultation

The CNSC, as an agent of the Government of Canada and as Canada’s nuclear regulator, recognizes
and understands and values the importance of consulting and building relationships with Indigenous
peoples in Canada.

As an Indigenous group with potential interest in this Project, the CNSC is interested in hearing any
views |GG o have with respect to the Project. The CNSC
encourages you, throughout the EA process and including but not limited to the review and comment
periods, to:
e advise the CNSC of any adverse impacts the Project may have on your Nation’s potential or
established Indigenous and/or treaty rights; and if so
e clearly indicate the specific right(s) that may be affected, the specific impact(s) on those
right(s), how those impacts can be mitigated as well as any evidence that will help in
understanding these concerns;
e provide local and Indigenous knowledge to support determination of potential impacts and
potential mitigation measures; and

280 Slater Str%ettt,a a‘;St&f{:r?OB%;%‘gsé Séztrig;: C i1 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca ana( la Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 539 Canada

Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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e advise the CNSC of how you and your Nation would like to be consulted by the Crown as part
of the regulatory review process for this Project.

I p-rticipation in the EA and regulatory review process is intended to be supported through
the CNSC’s Participant Funding Program (PFP). Please note that should additional funding be needed
by BLDFN, beyond the funding that will be awarded through the PFP, requests or applications for
additional funding will be considered by the CNSC on a case-by-case basis.

Current Status and Next Steps

Now that the scoping decision had been rendered by the Commission, the next step in the process will
be the submission by Denison of a draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). On March 20, 2020,
Denison placed a hold on EA activities related to the Project. Therefore, the CNSC does not anticipate
the draft EIS to be submitted in 2020.

As part of the EA process, Il will have the opportunity to provide comments on Denison’s draft
EIS once it is submitted. In later steps of the process, |l will also have the opportunity to
comment on CNSC staff’s Environmental Assessment (EA) Report and Commission Member
Document (CMD), and to submit comments to the Commission for an eventual EA hearing as a written
intervention and/or oral presentation. In addition, CNSC staff will continue to reach out with offers to
meet and conduct additional consultation and engagement activities throughout the EA process.

The first phase of PFP, for the review of the draft EIS, will be available some months prior to the draft
EIS being submitted. The CNSC will be offering $150,000, to be disbursed among all eligible
applicants, to help in the review of the draft EIS. A second phase of PFP will be announced at a later
date, to help in the review of the EA report and CMD, and to prepare an intervention for an EA
hearing.

Please visit the CNSC’s PFP funding opportunities webpage for more information, including the
application process for the Participant Funding Program: http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-
commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/index.cfm If you have questions about the PFP
please contact the PFP Administrator toll-free at 1-800-668-5284, or by e-mail at
cnsc.pfp.ccsn@canada.ca.

If you have any questions relating to this Project during the EA process, or would like to discuss
having a meeting with CNSC staff, please contact me by phone at 613 947-3209 or by email at
marcelle.phaneuf(@canada.ca.

Yours sincerely,

Marcelle Phaneuf
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Environmental Assessment Officer, Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

Enclosure: Appendix A: Record of Decision DEC 19-H111 in the Matter of Denison Mines
Corporation — Decision on the Scope of an Environmental Assessment of the Proposed
Wheeler River Project

c.c.: |
P. Fundarek, C. Cianci, C. Cattrysse, M. Landon, S. Akhter, A. Levine, A. Zenobi,
CNSC
A. Sadik, B. England, SEASB
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From: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN)

To: .}
Fundarek, Peter (CNSC/CCSN); Nana-Owusua Kwamena (CNSC/CCSN)_(nana-

Cc: owusua.kwamena@canada.ca); Cattrysse, Clare (CNSC/CCSN); Akhter, Salman (CNSC/CCSN);_Froess, Ryan
(CNSC/CCSN); Zenobi, Adam (CNSC/CCSN);_'Sadik, Aimann ENV'; England, Brianne ENV;,

Subject: Update Letter re Wheeler River Project and Next Steps

Attachments: E-DOCS-#6490509-v1-2021-02-15_-_Letter_-_CNSC_to_llll -_Restart_of_EA_activities.PDF

Sent: 2021-02-15 10:15:00 AM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear I,

The purpose of the attached letter is to provide you an update on the status of the proposed Wheeler project and
its environmental assessment under CEAA 2012, as well as the next steps in the EA process including the potential
for consultation with the CNSC.

I remain available for any questions or comments by phone or email,

Best regards
Marcelle Phaneuf

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc

Environmental Assessment Specialist, Technical Support Branch
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 343-551-4196 ** NEW**

Spécialiste en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique
Commission canadienne de sOreté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tél : 343-551-4196 ** NOUVEAU**



I * Canadian Nuclear Commission canadienne
Safety Commission  de s(reté nucléaire

February 15", 2021 e-Doc: #6481520
I

|

I

|

I

Subject: Notice of restart of activities on the Federal Environmental Assessment (EA) for
Denison Mines’ Proposed Wheeler River Project

Dear NN

The purpose of this letter is to notify you that Denison Mines Corp (Denison) has notified the CNSC
that they have resumed Environmental Assessment (EA) activities related to the Wheeler River Project
(the Project) on January 01, 2021, which is undergoing an EA under the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA, 2012). The CNSC has also received a revised project description from
Denison Mines Corp. for the Wheeler River Project (https://www.ceaa-
acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178). The revisions do not constitute material changes to the project
and therefore public consultation is not required.

Current Status and Next Steps

The next step in the EA process will be the submission by Denison of a draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS). Denison has indicated that this submission can be anticipated in early 2022,

As part of the EA process, I il have the opportunity to

provide comments on Denison’s draft EIS once it is submitted as part of the public review period. In
later steps of the process, | Wwill also have the opportunity to comment on CNSC staff’s
Environmental Assessment (EA) Report and Commission Member Document (CMD), and to submit
comments to the Commission for an eventual EA Commission hearing as a written intervention and/or
oral presentation.

In addition, CNSC staff will continue to reach out with offers to meet and conduct additional
consultation and engagement activities throughout the EA process with |l As an Indigenous
group with interest in this project, the CNSC is interested in hearing any views your Nation may have
with respect to the project. The CNSC encourages your Nation, throughout the EA process and
including but not limited to the review and comment periods, to:
e advise the CNSC of any adverse impacts the project may have on your Nation’s potential or
established Indigenous and/or treaty rights; and if so

280 Slater Streoettt}:\ SV(;SI Oonftf:r?oBli)i;%‘?é Sézlrig:js C C]'*‘ 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca a,na, a Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 559 Canada

Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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e clearly indicate the specific right(s) that may be affected, the specific impact(s) on those
right(s), how those impacts can be mitigated as well as any evidence that will help in
understanding these concerns;

e provide local and Indigenous knowledge to support determination of potential impacts and
potential mitigation measures; and

e advise the CNSC of how you and your Nation would like to be consulted by the Crown as part
of the regulatory review process for this project.

In addition, the CNSC will be making funding available to support || Bl participation throughout
the EA process through the CNSC’s Participant Funding Program (PFP).

The first phase of PFP, for the review of the draft EIS, will be announced by May of 2021. The CNSC
will be offering funding, to be disbursed among all eligible applicants, to help in the review of the draft
EIS. A second phase of PFP will be announced at a later date, to help in the review of the EA report
and CMD, and to prepare an intervention for an EA hearing. Please note that should additional funding
be needed by I, beyond the funding that will be awarded through these PFP opportunities,
requests or applications for additional funding will be considered by the CNSC on a case-by-case basis.

Please visit the CNSC’s PFP funding opportunities webpage for more information, including the
application process for the Participant Funding Program: http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-
commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/index.cfm. If you have questions about the PFP
please contact the PFP Administrator toll-free at 1-800-668-5284, or by e-mail at
cnsc.pfp.ccsn@canada.ca.

If you have any questions relating to this project during the EA process, or would like to discuss having
a meeting with CNSC staff, please contact me by phone at 343-551-4196 or by email at
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca.

Yours sincerely,
/%a/"da//& ID 4«/{@«#

Marcelle Phaneuf
Environmental Assessment Officer, Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

C.C.: |
P. Fundarek, N. Kwamena, C. Cattrysse, S. Akhter, R. Froess, A. Zenobi, CNSC

A. Sadik, B. England, SEASB


http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/index.cfm
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/index.cfm
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From: Froess, Ryan (CNSC/CCSN)

To:
7
c: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN);_ Adam Zenobi (CNSC/CCSN)_(adam.zenobi@canada.ca); Adam Levine
’ (CNSC/CCSN)_(adam.levine@canada.ca);
Subject: Denison Wheeler River Project and Next Steps
Sent: 2021-03-26 4:12:00 PM

Good afternoon I

I am following up on a letter that was sent by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) to | EEEEEEN
_ on February 15th, 2021, regarding the Wheeler River Project (the Project) proposed by Denison Mines
Corp, which is undergoing an EA under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA, 2012). The purpose of the
letter was to inform Il that Denison had notified the CNSC that they had resumed Environmental Assessment (EA)
activities related to the Project.

| am reaching out on behalf of myself and Marcelle Phaneuf (EA specialist responsible for the proposed project at the CNSC).
The CNSC would like to meet with Il to provide an update on the status of the proposed Project and its environmental
assessment under CEAA 2012, as well as the next steps in the EA process including consultation and engagement activities
with Il by the CNSC throughout the EA process. As an Indigenous Nation with direct interest in this project, the CNSC is
interested in hearing any views you may have with respect to the project including but not limited too the following:

e any adverse impacts the project may have on potential and/or established Indigenous rights;

¢ how specific right(s) that may be affected, the specific impact(s) on those right(s), how those impacts can be
mitigated;

e opportunities to provide Indigenous knowledge to support determination of potential impacts and potential
mitigation measures;

e advise the CNSC of how the |l would like to be consulted by the Crown as part of the regulatory review process
for this project (e.g. opportunity to work together to develop a Terms of Reference or plan for consultation for the
Wheeler River Project EA and regulatory process).

In addition, as outlined in the letter the CNSC will be making funding available to support |l participation throughout
the EA process through the CNSC’s Participant Funding Program (PFP). The first phase of PFP, for the review of the draft EIS,
will be announced by late Spring of 2021.

The CNSC is committed to building meaningful and long-term relationships with [IIll. We would like to propose to set up a
meeting with Il in the spring of 2021 to discuss next steps in the EA and consultation process, opportunities to
collaborate early on in the EA process, and understand how the project may impact Il rights and interests.

We (are flexible and are looking forward to meeting virtually) on dates that work best for I
Thank you,

Ryan Froess

Senior Policy Advisor, Policy, Aboriginal, and International Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

ryan.froess(@canada.ca | Cell: 306-914-7892

Conseiller Principal des Politiques, Division des Politiques et des Affaires autochtones et Internationales
Commission Canadienne de Streté Nucléaire
ryan.froess(@canada.ca | Cell: 306-914-7892



Boser, Sydney

From: Froess, Ryan (CNSC/CCSN) <ryan.froess@canada.ca>

Sent: April 12, 2021 2:24 PM

To: .

Cc: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN); Adam Zenobi (CNSC/CCSN) (adam.zenobi@canada.ca)
Subject: Denison Wheeler River Project and Next Steps

Categories: Denison

Good afternoon IIIENEGNE

| am following up on a letter that was sent by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) to I NG
I o~ February 15, 2021, regarding the Wheeler River Project (the Project) proposed by Denison Mines
Corp, which is undergoing an EA under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA, 2012). The
purpose of the letter was to inform JJJill that Denison had notified the CNSC that they had resumed Environmental
Assessment (EA) activities related to the Project.

| am reaching out on behalf of myself and Marcelle Phaneuf (EA specialist responsible for the proposed project at the
CNSC). As an Indigenous Nation with potential interest in this project, the CNSC is interested in hearing any views you
may have with respect to the project including but not limited too the following:

e any potential adverse impacts the project may have on your Nation’s potential and/or established Indigenous
and/or treaty rights;

e how specific right(s) that may be affected, the specific impact(s) on those right(s), how those impacts can be
mitigated;

e advise the CNSC of how your Nation would like to be consulted by the Crown as part of the regulatory review
process for the Wheeler River project.

In addition, as outlined in the letter the CNSC will be making funding available to support Indigenous and Public
participation throughout the EA process through the CNSC’s Participant Funding Program (PFP). The first phase of
PFP, for the review of the draft EIS, will be announced by late Spring of 2021.

We are available to meet and discuss the EA process for the Wheeler River Project. Do not hesitate to contact myself
or Marcelle by phone or email at our contact information below or to learn more about the project.

Thank you,

Ryan Froess

Senior Policy Advisor, Policy, Aboriginal, and International Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

ryan.froess@canada.ca | Cell: 306-914-7892

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc

Environmental Assessment Specialist, Technical Support Branch
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 343-551-4196
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From: Froess, Ryan
Cc: Adam Zenobi (adam.zenobi@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca)
kevin.mercredi@outlook.com;_Chief Coreen Sayazie; b-tsannie @hotmail.com; Shea Shirley; Garrett

Bec: jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net; tcooksearson@llrib.ca; gchristiansen@llrib.ca;,
Iburnouf@mns.work; tex.mns@sasktel.net;_Eric Sylvestre; chiefl @birchnarrows.ca;
norma.catarat@outlook.com; Elmercampbell35@gmail.com;_glenmccallum;

Subject: CNSC Participant Funding Notice - Denison Mines Draft EIS

Sent: 2022-01-10 3:33:00 PM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Good afternoon,

Funding is available to assist Indigenous peoples, members of the public and stakeholders in the review of the draft
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Wheeler River project proposed by Denison Mines Corp. Denison is proposing to
develop an in situ recovery uranium mining and processing operation located in the Athabasca Basin in northern
Saskatchewan, approximately 600 km north of the city of Saskatoon, 4 km west of Highway 914 and midway between
Cameco Corporation’s Key Lake Mill and McArthur River Mine. Before the Commission can make a licensing decision, an
Environmental Assessment (EA) is required under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, along with an EA decision
affirming that the proposed activities will not cause significant adverse environmental effects. Please note that this first
phase of funding is intended to assist in the review of the draft EIS.

The deadline to submit a completed participant funding application is March 14, 2022.
For more information on the project and how to participate, go to https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-

funding-program/opportunities/pfp-review-draft-environmental-impact-statement-denison-mines-corp-wheeler-river-
project.cfm.

For questions about this specific funding opportunity, please contact:

Mr. Adam Zenobi

Participant Funding Program Administrator
613-415-2814

pfp@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca

Thanks,
Ryan Froess
Senior Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca| Cell: 306-914-7892

To unsubscribe, send an email to cnsc.info.ccsn@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca




From: Froess, Ryan

To: Way, Jessica
Subject: FW: CNSC Participant Funding Notice - Denison Mines Draft EIS
Sent: 2022-03-10 5:07:12 PM

FYI sent to these Nations and communities.

kevin.mercredi@outlook.com; Chief Coreen Sayazie <csayazie@hotmail.com>; b-tsannie@hotmail.com; Shea Shirley
<shea.shirley@yathinene.com>; Garrett Schmidt <garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com>; Cheyenna Campbell
(cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com); jerry.bernard@erfn.net; Mark Calette <mcalette @mns.work>;
slandriecrossland@mns.work; s.nickolet@mns.work; Walter Smith <wsmith@kineepik.ca>; Billie Jo Natomagan
<bnatomagan@kineepik.ca>; jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net; tcooksearson@llrib.ca; gchristiansen@lIrib.ca;
Iburnouf@mns.work; tex.mns@sasktel.net; Eric Sylvestre <eric.sylvestre@birchnarrows.ca>; chiefl@birchnarrows.ca;
norma.catarat@outlook.com; Elmercampbell35@gmail.com; glenmccallum glenmccallum@mns.work

From: Froess, Ryan

Sent: March 9, 2022 4:12 PM

Cc: Adam Zenobi (adam.zenobi@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca) <adam.zenobi@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>
Subject: RE: CNSC Participant Funding Notice - Denison Mines Draft EIS

Good afternoon,

This is a reminder that funding is available to assist Indigenous Nations and communities, members of the public, and
stakeholders in the review of the draft environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Wheeler River project proposed by
Denison Mines Corp. Before the Commission can make a licensing decision, an Environmental Assessment (EA) is required
under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, along with an EA decision affirming that the proposed activities will
not cause significant adverse environmental effects. Please note that this first phase of funding is intended to assist in the
review of the draft EIS.

The deadline to submit this funding application is due March 14, 2022.
For more information on the project and how to participate, go to https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-

funding-program/opportunities/pfp-review-draft-environmental-impact-statement-denison-mines-corp-wheeler-river-
project.cfm.

If you have any questions on the application please do not hesitate to reach out to myself by phone or email and or for specific
questions please feel free to contact:

Adam Zenobi

Participant Funding Program Administrator
613-415-2814

pfp@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca

Thanks you,

Ryan Froess

Senior Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca| Cell: 306-914-7892

From: Froess, Ryan

Sent: January 10, 2022 2:33 PM

Cc: Adam Zenobi (adam.zenobi@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca) <adam.zenobi@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca>
Subject: CNSC Participant Funding Notice - Denison Mines Draft EIS

Good afternoon,

Funding is available to assist Indigenous peoples, members of the public and stakeholders in the review of the draft
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Wheeler River project proposed by Denison Mines Corp. Denison is proposing to
develop an in situ recovery uranium mining and processing operation located in the Athabasca Basin in northern
Saskatchewan, approximately 600 km north of the city of Saskatoon, 4 km west of Highway 914 and midway between
Cameco Corporation’s Key Lake Mill and McArthur River Mine. Before the Commission can make a licensing decision, an
Environmental Assessment (EA) is required under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, along with an EA decision
affirming that the proposed activities will not cause significant adverse environmental effects. Please note that this first
phase of funding is intended to assist in the review of the draft EIS.

The deadline to submit a completed participant funding application is March 14, 2022.



For more information on the project and how to participate, go to https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-
funding-program/opportunities/pfp-review-draft-environmental-impact-statement-denison-mines-corp-wheeler-river-
project.cfm.

For questions about this specific funding opportunity, please contact:

Mr. Adam Zenobi

Participant Funding Program Administrator
613-415-2814

pfp@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca

Thanks,

Ryan Froess

Senior Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca| Cell: 306-914-7892

To unsubscribe, send an email to cnsc.info.ccsn@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca




From: Way, Jessica

To: .

Kwamena, Nana-Owusua;_Faille, Sylvain; Babcock, Neil; Burton, Patrick; Akhter, Salman; Way, Jessica;_Yen,

Ce: Wish;_Levine, Adam;_Froess, Ryan; Aimann Sadik; England, Brianne ENV;

Subject: Deniﬁon‘WheeIer River Project - 2022 Feasibility Field Test - Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Licence
Application

Attachments: 6814097-v1A-2022_Wheeler_River_Field_Test_-_Notification_Letter_to_|II pdf

Sent: 2022-06-17 4:37:42 PM

Dear I

The purpose of the attached letter is to notify you of an application from Denison Mines Corp. for a Nuclear Substances and Radiation
Devices licence.

Similar letters will also be sent to the attention of the |IEEE—E—— S
|

If you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please let us know. We would be happy to set up a meeting and provide any
additional information.

Sincerely,
Jes Way

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
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June 17, 2022 e-Doc: 6814097

Subject: Denison Wheeler River Project - 2022 Feasibility Field Test - Nuclear Substances
and Radiation Devices Licence Application

Dear I

This letter is to inform you that Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) has submitted an application to
the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) for a Nuclear Substances and Radiation
Devices licence, for the Wheeler River Exploration Project in northern Saskatchewan. This
licence application is for the temporary storage and use of natural uranium in laboratory studies,
for a 60 day feasibility field test that Denison are planning to conduct in August 2022. Following
completion of the test, the recovered material will be temporarily stored above ground.

Proposed Wheeler River Project

The Wheeler River Property is located in the eastern part of the Athabasca Basin, approximately
4 km west of Highway 914 and 35 km north of the Key Lake mill. Denison has proposed a
project to construct, operate, and decommission an in-situ uranium mine. An Environmental
Assessment (EA) under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act of 2012 (CEAA 2012) has
been underway since 2019 for the proposed Wheeler River Project, led by CNSC staff.
Concurrently, the Government of Saskatchewan is also leading a provincial EA.

Field work at the site has been occurring since 2007, with advanced drilling and testing occurring
since 2019. These activities have had continual oversight from the Saskatchewan Ministry of
Environment, and the CNSC as necessary.

It is important to note that the proposed feasibility field test is not within the scope of the CEAA
2012 EA, as this is a distinct project. The field test could therefore proceed prior to an EA
decision.

Feasibility Field Test

Through the feasibility field test, Denison intends to validate previous testing and determine the
feasibility of the proposed in-situ recovery mining methodology at the Wheeler River Property.
This test requires no new clearing of land or new drilling, only the construction of limited
temporary surface facilities.

During the planned test, mineralized material will be removed from the ground through a process
that includes injecting a solution into test wells, separating liquids from solids, and collecting the
resulting materials for further analysis. These materials are expected to contain elevated levels

280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B, i+l 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B,
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada
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natural uranium, and samples will be analysed for general chemistry at the on-site chemical
laboratory and later transported to the Saskatchewan Research Council in Saskatoon for further
analysis. Once all analysis is complete, materials will be placed in above ground storage tanks,
and will remain the property of the Crown, under the oversight of the Saskatchewan Ministry of
Environment (SMOE).

In March 2022 an application was also submitted to the SMOE, as Denison requires a permit to
construct and operate a pollutant control facility prior to conducting the proposed feasibility field
test. This permit is required under Saskatchewan’s Mineral Industry Environmental Protection
Regulations, 1996, and the application remains under provincial review.

Licensing Process

Unlike Class I nuclear facilities and uranium mines and mills, licences for use of Nuclear
Substances and Radiation Devices are issued by a Designated Officer (DO) of the CNSC. A DO
is a member of CNSC staff who has been designated specific powers under the Nuclear Safety
and Control Act with respect to licensing and compliance. Like the Commission, DOs
demonstrate independence and procedural fairness. With their extensive knowledge, regulatory
training and operational experience, DOs are well qualified to make decisions on behalf of the
Commission. DO decisions are based on rigorous reviews performed by CNSC staff, who verify
that the applicant would meet regulatory requirements. After completing their evaluations,
CNSC staff prepare DO documents — which include technical and regulatory information,
conclusions and recommendations — to help inform DO licensing decisions.

Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices licences have a service standard of 80 business days
for a DO decision, from the date a complete application has been received. DOs will only grant
the licence if they are satisfied that the authorized activities do not pose a risk to health, safety,
security and the environment.

As an Indigenous Nation and/or community with a potential interest in Denison’s licence
application, the CNSC is interested in hearing any views or receiving any additional
information you may have with respect to Denison’s application to the CNSC for a Nuclear
Substances and Radiation Devices Licence, for this proposed project.

Further Information

CNSC staff will continue to keep you apprised of the status of this licence application, DO
decision and next steps, including more information on the CNSC'’s licensing requirements and
oversight activities should a licence be granted to Denison for the proposed field test.

If you would like to meet to discuss in further detail, and have any questions relating to this
licence application or the ongoing EA for the Wheeler River Project, please contact:

e Jes Way, Environmental Assessment Officer, Wheeler River EA Lead
Email: jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

e Ryan Froess, Senior Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
Email: ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca.



mailto:jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
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If you wish to receive e-mail notifications related to the EA process and other updates on this
licensing process, please let us know and we can add you to the project distribution list.

You may also sign-up to the CNSC mailing list to receive notifications CNSC website is
updated, including notices for hearings, meetings and Participant Funding Program
opportunities. Visit the following link and choose the ‘new subscriber’ option:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/subscribe/index.cfm.

Sincerely,
A< Ly amane_
Nana Kwamena

Director, Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
E-mail: nana-owusua.kwamena@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

C.C.. S. Faille, N. Babcock, P. Burton, S. Akhter, J. Way, W. Yen, A. Levine, R.
Froess, CNSC
A. Sadik, B. England, SEASB
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From: Way, Jessica

To: |

Ce: Levine, Adam; Froess, Ryan; Aimann Sadik; England, Brianne ENV; |GG

Bcc: Way, Jessica

Subject: Notice of Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Licence issued to Denison Mines Corp.
Sent: 2022-08-05 11:34:00 AM
Dear I

In follow up to our email and letter from June 17th, this email is to inform you that a Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices
licence has now been granted to Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) by a CNSC Designated Officer.

Denison applied for a Nuclear Substances and Radiation licence for the Wheeler River Exploration Project in northern
Saskatchewan in order to complete a feasibility field test of the proposed in-situ recovery mining methodology at the Wheeler
River Property. This licence, which is valid from August 3, 2022 to December 31, 2023, authorizes Denison to temporarily store
and use natural uranium in laboratory studies above ground.

As always, we remain available to discuss in more detail. To obtain more detailed information or for any questions, please contact
Jes Way at jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca or Ryan Froess at ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca.

Sincerely,
Jes

From: Way, Jessica

Sent: Friday, June 17, 2022 4:39 PM

To: I

Cc: Kwamena, Nana-Owusua <nana-owusua.kwamena@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Faille, Sylvain <sylvain.faille@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>;
Babcock, Neil <neil.babcock@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Burton, Patrick <patrick.burton@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Akhter, Salman
<salman.akhter@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Levine,
Adam <adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Aimann Sadik <aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca>;

England, Brianne ENV <brianne.england@gov.sk.ca>; I INNININININGNG

Subject: Denison Wheeler River Project - 2022 Feasibility Field Test - Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Licence
Application

Dear I

The purpose of the attached letter is to notify you of an application from Denison Mines Corp. for a Nuclear Substances and
Radiation Devices licence.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please let us know. We would be happy to set up a meeting and
provide any additional information.

Sincerely,
Jes Way

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213



From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler
' River

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

jerry.bernard@erfn.net; nvp.mike @sasktel.net; wsmith@kineepik.ca; bnatomagan@kineepik.ca;
glenmccallum@mns.work; mcalette@mns.work;_s.nickolet@mns.work; garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com;,
shea.shirley@yathinene.com; kevin.mercredi@outlook.com; b-tsannie@hotmail.com;

Bcc: csayazie@hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net; chiefl @birchnarrows.ca;

Switzer; Carolanne Inglis-McQuay; Aimann Sadik (aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca);_Frigault, Nicole;

Subject: Upcoming Webinar - Rook | and Wheeler River Projects
Sent: 2022-08-24 4:42:00 PM

Good afternoon,

On September 13t from 10am to 11am CST (noon to 1pm EST), CNSC will be hosting a webinar on the CNSC regulatory review
process for NexGen Energy Ltd’s proposed Rook | project and Denison Mine’s proposed Wheeler River project.

The webinar will cover:
. CNSC's regulatory review process for licensing and environmental assessments

3 an update on the status of the Rook | and Wheeler River projects

There will be an opportunity for questions, and if you are unable to attend the webinar will also be recorded.

To register, please visit: http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/webinar-
NexGen-Rook-I-and-Denison-Wheeler-River-Projects.cfm. More information can also be found at:
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/index.cfm.

Feel free to share with your distribution groups or anyone else that might be interested. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Jes Way

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213




From:

To:
Cc:

Bcc:

Subject:
Sent:

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler
River

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

Eroess, Ryan; Yen, Wish; Nickolet, Sydney;

Cheyenna Hunt; jerry.bernard@erfn.net;_nvp.mike@sasktel.net; wsmith@kineepik.ca;

garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com;_shea.shirley@yathinene.com;_kevin.mercredi@outlook.com;_b-
tsannie@hotmail.com;_csayazie @hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net;
chiefl@birchnarrows.ca; norma.catarat@brdn.ca;_receptionist@mltc.net; claire_larock@hotmail.com;
karenbird@pbcn.ca; tmerasty@pbcn.ca; bmerasty@pbcn.ca; tcooksearson@llIrib.ca;,
jtsanniejr@pagc.net; gchristiansen@llrib.ca; cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com; karenbird@pbcn.ca;
Wheeler River Project EIS Received - Conformity Review Underway

2022-10-24 11:28:00 AM

Hi Everyone,

This email is to update you on the status of the proposed Wheeler River Project Environmental Assessment (EA) process.
Denison submitted the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and supporting documents to the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission (CNSC) on Friday, October 21, 2022.

CNSC staff are now beginning our conformity review. Should this review be successful, Denison will be notified that a technical
review will commence. If the conformity review passes, the EIS and related documents will be posted to the Canadian Impact
Assessment Registry, and the 90 day public comment period will begin. If this project proceeds to the next step, an additional
notification will be sent here, to the project distribution list.

If you have any questions about this proposed project or anything related to the EA, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Sincerely,
Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
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November 10, 2022

Chief Jerry Bernard Mr. Glenn McCallum

English River First Nation President

P.O. Box 30 Metis Nation Saskatchewan and Northern Region 11
Patuanak, SK SOM 2HO Suite 201, 208-19th Street West

Saskatoon, SK S7M 5X8

Mr. Mike Natomagan Mr. Garrett Schmidt

President Executive Director

Kineepik Métis Local #9 Ya’'thi Néné Lands and Resource Office
P. O. Box 166 100-335 Packham Ave

Pinehouse, SK SOJ 2B0 Saskatoon, SK S7N 451

Subject: CNSC Staff’s Position on the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Dear Chief Bernard, Mr. McCallum, Mr. Natomagan, and Mr. Schmidt,

During the September 15, 2022, engagement session held in Saskatoon for the 2021 Uranium Mines and
Mills Regulatory Oversight Report, Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission® staff received a request for
CNSC staff’s views regarding the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP), and its interplay with the CNSC’s work.

On June 21, 2021, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act (UNDA) came
into force. This Act provides a roadmap for the Government of Canada and Indigenous peoples to work
together to implement the Declaration based on lasting reconciliation, healing, and cooperative
relations.

One of three key obligations under the UNDA, at section 5, is the development by the Government of
Canada of an action plan to achieve the objectives of the Declaration in consultation and cooperation
with Indigenous peoples. The CNSC has been coordinating and cooperating with the federal
departments and agencies on the Government of Canada’s approach to implementing UNDA, including
contributing to the UNDA annual progress report, as required by section 7 of the Act. Pending the draft
action, the CNSC, as an agent of the Crown, is taking an approach to consultation and engagement with
Indigenous peoples which is mindful of, and consistent with, the principles articulated in UNDRIP.

! The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission is an independent federal government agency. When referred to as the
“CNSC”, this is a reference to the organization and its staff in general, whereas the “Commission” is used when
referring to the tribunal component.
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CNSC staff make an effort to consult and engage with Indigenous Nations and communities as part of
regulatory processes, so that there is an opportunity to address concerns and incorporate the
perspectives of Indigenous Nations and communities into CNSC staff’s work, including into our
recommendations to the Commission when appropriate. CNSC staff’s consultation and engagement
efforts can include meeting directly with Indigenous Nations and communities on a specific topic,
general community-based outreach sessions where multiple topics are discussed, facilitated site visits,
funding support through the CNSC's Participant Funding Program (PFP), collaboratively working with
Indigenous Nations and communities and licensees/project proponents to find solutions to concerns
raised, including issues to potential impacts to the exercise of Indigenous or treaty rights, and working
towards finding consensus with affected Nations and communities. CNSC staff collaborate with
Indigenous Nations and communities to ensure that this information is shared with proponents and
submitted to the Commission to help inform the decision-making process.

CNSC staff have used this approach in regards to Cameco’s application for longer licence terms for the
McArthur River mine, the Key Lake mill, and the Rabbit Lake mine and mill. CNSC staff have sought to
discuss topics such as longer licensing with Indigenous Nations and communities before CNSC staff
recommendations to the Commission are final, so that we can ensure we are aware of the perspectives
of Indigenous Nations and communities, and can consider these perspectives as part of formulating our
recommendations.

While CNSC staff’s position on longer licensing is not yet final, no significant technical barriers to
maintaining effective regulatory oversight over longer licence terms have been identified. At the same
time, CNSC staff are eager to work toward making sure that the relationship-building and reconciliation
efforts continue, regardless of licence term decisions that are made by the Commission. In our
engagement and consultation to date, CNSC staff have heard from Indigenous Nations and communities
that there is opposition and concerns related to the request for longer licence terms, and concerns with
the idea of longer licence terms in general. CNSC staff will submit this information to the Commission,
so that the Commission will be informed and can appropriately question Cameco, CNSC staff,
Indigenous Nations, communities and organizations and other intervenors on this topic.

CNSC staff are planning additional engagement in November of this year, in support of Cameco’s licence
renewal requests for the operations at McArthur River, Key Lake and Rabbit Lake. This will be a good
opportunity to further discuss concerns and look for ways to address them and reach consensus, where
possible. Any other topics of interest can also be discussed at that time. CNSC staff encourage your
Nations to participate in that engagement, and to intervene in the June 7 and 8, 2023 public
Commission hearing on Cameco’s requested licence renewals, so that the Commission can directly hear
your position. The notices for Participant Funding have been sent and CNSC staff encourage all
interested parties to apply to help support their interventions. The Commission takes into account all of
the information brought forward during its proceedings, and as an Agent of the Crown needs to ensure
that the honour of the Crown is upheld in relation to its decisions.

e-Doc 6875724
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CNSC staff look forward to discussing Cameco’s licence renewal applications further and hope that you
will also take the opportunity to intervene in this matter.

= Of-(trape

CNSC Staffs Position
on the United Natior

Best regards,

Patrick Burton Clare Cattrysse

Director Director

Uranium Mines and Mills Division Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
613-301-0562 613-818-4541
patrick.burton@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca clare.cattrysse@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca

c.c: Cheyenna Hunt — English River First Nation

Mary Denechezhe — Hatchet Lake First Nation
Brent Laroque — Métis Nation of Saskatchewan
Walter Smith — Kineepik Métis Local

e-Doc 6875724
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From: Way, Jessica
To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Cc: Eroess, Ryan; Yen, Wish;_Nickolet, Sydney;

'garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com'; 'shea.shirley@yathinene.com';_'kevin.mercredi@outlook.com'; b-
tsannie@hotmail.com;_csayazie@hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; 'd.classen@sasktel.net';

Bcc:
'chiefl@birchnarrows.ca'; 'norma.catarat@brdn.ca'; 'receptionist@mltc.net’;
'claire_larock@hotmail.com'; 'karenbird@pbcn.ca'; 'tmerasty@pbcn.ca';_'bmerasty@pbcn.ca';
'tcooksearson@llrib.ca';_'jtsanniejr@pagc.net’; 'gchristiansen@llrib.ca'; 'cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com’;
karenbird@pbcn.ca;

Subject: RE: Wheeler River Project EIS Conformity Review Passes and Public Comment Period Begins

Sent: 2022-11-21 3:42:00 PM

Sorry all- Correction, the deadline for comments is February 18th 2023.

From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: Monday, November 21, 2022 3:34 PM

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Nickolet, Sydney
<sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Subject: Wheeler River Project EIS Conformity Review Passes and Public Comment Period Begins

Hi Everyone,

In update to my email below, Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) staff undertook a conformity review of Denison’s draft
environmental impact statement (EIS) submission, and we have now deemed the submission complete. The letter to Denison has
been posted to the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (the Registry), as has the draft EIS and executive summary, along with
all appendices and technical support documents.

The CNSC is now seeking comments during a 90-day public comment period on Denison’s draft EIS, for the proposed Wheeler
River Project. For the purposes of this comment period, the draft EIS and supporting documents can be accessed by visiting All
Records for the project. The EIS can also be found under Key Documents, located on the main Registry page for the Wheeler
River Project, as well as here: https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/145552

The draft EIS provides an analysis of the project’s potential environmental effects and measures to mitigate those potential
impacts. The public comment period gives Indigenous nations and communities, members of the public, and government
departments and agencies an opportunity to submit their views in writing to the CNSC on the adequacy of the information
presented in the EIS, as measured against the Generic Guidelines for the Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement
pursuant to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (the Guidelines), and on the technical merit of the information
presented. The Guidelines provide direction to the proponent and identify the information that is required in the EIS.

Written comments must be submitted by February 18, 2023 to:

Jes Way
Environmental Assessment Officer
Email: wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

All comments on the draft EIS will be posted on the Registry in the language in which they were received. If you have any
questions about this or anything else, please don’t hesitate to reach out to our team.

Sincerely,
Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213

From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: Monday, October 24, 2022 11:28 AM

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Nickolet, Sydney
<sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Subject: Wheeler River Project EIS Received - Conformity Review Underway




Hi Everyone,

This email is to update you on the status of the proposed Wheeler River Project Environmental Assessment (EA) process.
Denison submitted the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and supporting documents to the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission (CNSC) on Friday, October 21, 2022.

CNSC staff are now beginning our conformity review. Should this review be successful, Denison will be notified that a technical
review will commence. If the conformity review passes, the EIS and related documents will be posted to the Canadian Impact
Assessment Registry, and the 90 day public comment period will begin. If this project proceeds to the next step, an additional
notification will be sent here, to the project distribution list.

If you have any questions about this proposed project or anything related to the EA, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Sincerely,
Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213




Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler

From: River

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

Cc: Froess, Ryan; Yen, Wish;_Nickolet, Sydney; Way, Jessica;
Way, Jessica; Cheyenna Hunt;_'jerry.bernard@erfn.net';_'nvp.mike @sasktel.net'; 'wsmith@kineepik.ca';
'bnatomagan@kineepik.ca';_'glenmccallum@mns.work'; 'Brent Laroque';_'Shannon Landrie-Crossland';
'garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com'; 'shea.shirley@yathinene.com';_'kevin.mercredi@outlook.com';_b-

Bec: tsannie@hotmail.com;_csayazie @hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; 'd.classen@sasktel.net';

’ ‘chiefl@birchnarrows.ca'; 'norma.catarat@brdn.ca'; 'receptionist@mltc.net’;
'claire_larock@hotmail.com'; 'karenbird@pbcn.ca'; 'tmerasty@pbcn.ca';_'bmerasty@pbcn.ca’;
'tcooksearson@llIrib.ca';_'jtsanniejr@pagc.net’; 'gchristiansen@llrib.ca'; 'cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com’;
karenbird@pbcn.ca; Kwamena, Nana-Owusua;

Subject: Reminder: Wheeler River Project Public and Indigenous Comment Period
Sent: 2023-01-18 7:34:00 PM
Hi Everyone,

Just sending a reminder that if you would like to provide comments on the Wheeler River Environmental Impact Statement, they

are due on February, 18th, 2023. Please feel free to share with anyone that would be interested in providing a submission during

this comment period.
If you have any questions about the information in these emails, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the information below.
Thanks,

Jes Way
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213

From: Way, Jessica

Sent: Monday, November 21, 2022 3:42 PM

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Nickolet, Sydney
<sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Subject: RE: Wheeler River Project EIS Conformity Review Passes and Public Comment Period Begins

Sorry all- Correction, the deadline for comments is February 18th 2023.

From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver @cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: Monday, November 21, 2022 3:34 PM

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Nickolet, Sydney
<sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>

Subject: Wheeler River Project EIS Conformity Review Passes and Public Comment Period Begins

Hi Everyone,

In update to my email below, Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) staff undertook a conformity review of Denison’s draft
environmental impact statement (EIS) submission, and we have now deemed the submission complete. The letter to Denison has
been posted to the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (the Registry), as has the draft EIS and executive summary, along with
all appendices and technical support documents.

The CNSC is now seeking comments during a 90-day public comment period on Denison’s draft EIS, for the proposed Wheeler
River Project. For the purposes of this comment period, the draft EIS and supporting documents can be accessed by visiting All
Records for the project. The EIS can also be found under Key Documents, located on the main Registry page for the Wheeler
River Project, as well as here: https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/145552

The draft EIS provides an analysis of the project’s potential environmental effects and measures to mitigate those potential
impacts. The public comment period gives Indigenous nations and communities, members of the public, and government
departments and agencies an opportunity to submit their views in writing to the CNSC on the adequacy of the information
presented in the EIS, as measured against the Generic Guidelines for the Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement
pursuant to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (the Guidelines), and on the technical merit of the information
presented. The Guidelines provide direction to the proponent and identify the information that is required in the EIS.




Written comments must be submitted by February 18, 2023 to:

Jes Way
Environmental Assessment Officer
Email: wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

All comments on the draft EIS will be posted on the Registry in the language in which they were received. If you have any
questions about this or anything else, please don’t hesitate to reach out to our team.

Sincerely,
Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213

From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver @cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: Monday, October 24, 2022 11:28 AM

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Nickolet, Sydney
<sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Subject: Wheeler River Project EIS Received - Conformity Review Underway

Hi Everyone,

This email is to update you on the status of the proposed Wheeler River Project Environmental Assessment (EA) process.
Denison submitted the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and supporting documents to the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission (CNSC) on Friday, October 21, 2022.

CNSC staff are now beginning our conformity review. Should this review be successful, Denison will be notified that a technical
review will commence. If the conformity review passes, the EIS and related documents will be posted to the Canadian Impact
Assessment Registry, and the 90 day public comment period will begin. If this project proceeds to the next step, an additional
notification will be sent here, to the project distribution list.

If you have any questions about this proposed project or anything related to the EA, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Sincerely,
Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213




From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler
' River
To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com’; 'jerry.bernard@erfn.net'; 'nvp.mike @sasktel.net’;

'wsmith@kineepik.ca';_'bnatomagan@kineepik.ca';_'glenmccallum@mns.work'; 'blaroque @mns.work';
'Shannon Landrie-Crossland';_'rsmith@mns.work'; 'sfladager@mns.work'; 'aspriggs@mns.work';

'dana.kellett@yathinene.com'; 'bruce.hanbidge @yathinene.com';_'kevin.mercredi@outlook.com'; 'b-
tsannie@hotmail.com'; 'csayazie@hotmail.com';_'d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net'; 'd.classen@sasktel.net';
'claire_larock@hotmail.com';_'chiefl @birchnarrows.ca'; 'andrew @tamarackenvironmental.ca';

Bcc: 'trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca';_'robert.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca'; 'kimsylvestre@birchnarrows.ca';
'conrad.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca'; 'terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca’;
'douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca'; 'norma.catarat@brdn.ca';_'receptionist@mltc.net’;

'cbeatty@pbcn.ca';_'tcooksearson@llrib.ca'; 'ty.roberts@lirib.ca'; 'ashley.carlson @llrib.ca';
'gchristiansen@llrib.ca'; 'jtsanniejr@pagc.net’;_'rmcleod@pagc.net'; 'mellissa.winfield-lesk@hatch.com';,
Heidi Klein; Janna Switzer; Carolanne Inglis-McQuay; Manickum, Katherine; Khanan, Rabya;_'Steven

Subject: Wheeler River Project Bulletin - April 2023
Attachments: Wheeler River Project Bulletin - English PDF.pdf
Sent: 2023-04-26 1:55:00 PM

To all participants of the Wheeler River regulatory review process,

CNSC staff will be providing regular updates to all those who have participated and/or expressed interest in the regulatory review
process for the proposed Wheeler River Project, in the form of project bulletins.

This first bulletin (dated April 2023) is attached to this email and provides a brief update on the status of the project, as well as
next steps. This will soon be posted to the CNSC website in the form of a “Feature Article”, in both English and French.

Please ensure you are signed up to receive notifications and additional information regarding future correspondence from the
CNSC: http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/subscribe/new-subscription.cfm

If you would prefer not to receive these updates, please reply to this email to let us know.
Regards,
The CNSC Wheeler River Project Team

Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
Web: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca),




April 2023
Denison Mines Corp. Wheeler

River Project Bulletin

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) is proposing to develop an in situ recovery uranium mining and processing plant - the
Wheeler River Project - in the Athabasca Basin in Saskatchewan, approximately 600 kilometres north of the City of
Saskatoon. The proposed project is located within Treaty 10 territory, the homeland of the Métis, and within the traditional
territories of the Dene, Cree, and Métis peoples. It is also located within the Northern Administration District of
Saskatchewan.

TOP VIEW OF A SINGLE WELL FIELD Denison have proposed an in situ
@ INJECTION WELL WITH MINING SOLUTION .
.W . RECOVERY WELL WITH URANIUM BEARING SOLUTION recovery meth0d1 meanlng that the
9 mining will occur in place and from above
PIPE WITH ground, without the need for an open pit
SECONDARY
CONTAINMENT or underground tunnels.

/ N PROCESSING PLANT
: The proposed mining method would
involve:

1) injecting an acidic mining solution
into the ground through encased
wells to dissolve uranium from the
deposit

2) bringing the uranium-bearing
mining solution back to the surface
through recovery wells

3) transporting the mining solution to
an onsite processing plant to
process and extract the uranium

PUMPHOUSE

ISOMETRIC
SECTIONAL VIEW

MINING
SOLUTION

URANIUM BEAR-
ING SOLUTION

I PERFORATED

URANIUM WELL SCREEN DEPOSIT

The mining area will be surrounded by a
freeze wall to help control the movement
of the mining solution underground.

~ INJECTION WELL RECOVERY WELL INJECTION WELL

Image Source: Denison's draft EIS (2022)

The proposed Wheeler River Project would include underground and above ground components to support the mining and
processing of uranium. The main components include: a camp facility; site operations centre; in situ recovery mining
wellfield and freeze wall; freeze plants; processing plant / water treatment plant; warehousing and fuel storage facilities;
power generation; waste management; an airstrip; and, additional infrastructure to support mining activities.

Denison’s proposal is undergoing an environmental assessment (EA) as per the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Act, 2012 (CEAA 2012) by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC). Denison also intends to apply for a licence
to construct their facilities, which will trigger a thorough licensing review as per the Nuclear Safety and Control Act. The
project is also subject to a provincial EA as per the province of Saskatchewan’s Environmental Assessment Act.



http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/uranium/mines-and-mills/wheeler-river/index.cfm
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/uranium/mines-and-mills/wheeler-river/index.cfm
https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178?culture=en-CA
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-15.21/20170622/P1TT3xt3.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-15.21/20170622/P1TT3xt3.html
https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/environmental-protection/environmental-assessments/EA-19-05-80178.cfm
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/N-28.3/FullText.html
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/categories/4233

WHERE WE ARE NOW

In 2019, Denison submitted a project description to provide a A .
general overview of the proposed Wheeler River project which was S od

posted to the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (reference é-/ ACCESS ROAD TO
#: 80178) (the Registry) for review. From May 31 to June 30, 2019, \ /\g NRSTR
CNSC staff sought comments from the public and Indigenous ISR MINE & / > 4

Nations and communities on the project description and posted PROCESS PLANT ) /’”'

CNSC staff’s responses to the comments to the Registry. /

Following the comment period on the project description, in ;

December 2019 the Commission issued a Record of Decision for ACCESSROAD

the proposed Wheeler River Project stating the EA will include the kmign Source: Denieon > X

factors mandated within CEAA 2012 with no additional factors. Executive Summary (2022) N

The EA was temporarily suspended due to COVID-19 in March 2020 at Denison’s request. The project resumed in
January 2021, at which point Denison provided a revised project description. The revised project description proposed a
new freeze wall design for a third level of containment instead of the previously proposed freeze dome. The revisions did
not constitute material change to the project and additional public consultation on the revisions were not required. In May
2020, in anticipation of the submission of the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) participant funding was offered
to assist Indigenous Nations and communities and members of the public in the review and comment on the draft EIS.

Since 2022, Denison has been conducting a field test to assess the feasibility of the proposed in situ method, under a
CNSC Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices licence. This licence is valid until December 31, 2023.

In October 2022, Denison submitted a draft EIS package (see Key Documents). CNSC staff performed a conformity
review of the draft EIS and found the submission has the required information to proceed with the technical review. In
November 2022 two parallel reviews began: a 90-day public and Indigenous comment period and 120-day EIS technical
review by the Federal and Indigenous Review Team. The public and Indigenous comments and federal information
requests have been shared with Denison for review.

NEXT STEPS

Denison will be required to respond to comments on the EIS from the public and Indigenous Nations and communities, as
well as provide responses to federal information requests, along with any supplementary information required. The review of
Denison’s responses will be an iterative process that can last as long as it takes to ensure the responses meet regulatory
requirements. Once the draft EIS meets regulatory requirements, CNSC staff will proceed to the development of an EA
report for consideration by the Commission. Denison will also need to meet CNSC licensing requirements described in the
Uranium Mines and Mills Regulations, among other requirements, in order to obtain a licence to begin construction.

Before deciding on each of the EA and construction licensing aspects of the proposed project, the Commission will hold
public hearings where Indigenous Nations and communities and members of the public may participate.

OUTREACH

CNSC staff will continue to engage on the Wheeler River Project and is planning future webinars and outreach events
related to Denison’s in situ mining proposal as this project progresses. Stay tuned!

Wheeler River Project Bulletin Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
280 Slater Street

If you have any questions or suggestions on topics or issues that you would like P.0. Box 1046, Station B

to see covered, please do not hesitate to contact us. Ottawa, ON K1P 559

Telephone: 1-800-668-5284 (toll free in Canada) or 613-995-5894
Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
Website: nuclearsafety.gc.ca



https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178/contributions/id/24043
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/p80178/133428E.pdf
https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/146976
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/p80178/137924E.pdf
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/pfp-review-draft-environmental-impact-statement-denison-mines-corp-wheeler-river-project.cfm
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178
https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/145516?culture=en-CA
https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/145516?culture=en-CA
https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/146925
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178/contributions
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/147103
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/147103
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2000-206/FullText.html
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/intervention/
mailto:WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
file:///C:/Users/yenw/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/DM/Temp/nuclearsafety.gc.ca

From: Way, Jessica
To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com; nvp.mike@sasktel.net; wsmith@kineepik.ca; bnatomagan@kineepik.ca;
glenmccallum@mns.work; blaroque@mns.work; Shannon Landrie-Crossland; rsmith@mns.work;
sfladager@mns.work; aspriggs@mns.work; mbrunet@mns.work; garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com;,
shea.shirley@yathinene.com; dana.kellett@yathinene.com;_bruce.hanbidge@yathinene.com;
kevin.mercredi@outlook.com;_b-tsannie@hotmail.com;_csayazie@hotmail.com;
d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net; claire_larock@hotmail.com;
chiefl@birchnarrows.ca; andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca; trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca;
robert.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca; kimsylvestre@birchnarrows.ca;_conrad.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca;,
terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca; douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca; norma.catarat@brdn.ca;

Bcc:

miller.com; cbeatty@pbcn.ca; tcooksearson@llrib.ca; ty.roberts@lIrib.ca; ashley.carlson@llrib.ca;
gchristiansen@llrib.ca; jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net; mellissa.winfield-lesk@hatch.com; Heidi

CNSC Wheeler River EA Update - Additional August 2023 Completeness Check and Next Phase of EIS
Technical Review

Sent: 2023-08-31 5:48:00 PM

Subject:

Hi Everyone,
This email is to provide another update on the Wheeler River Environmental Assessment (EA) Process.

On August 18, 2023, Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) re-submitted responses to information requests (IRs) for the proposed
Wheeler River Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), to the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC). CNSC staff conducted
a completeness check and determined that outstanding IRs have passed completeness and supporting submissions are sufficient
to proceed to the next phase of EIS Technical Review. More information can be found in the August 28, 2023 letter to Denison
and completeness check table.

The 90-day technical review has since begun, and will conclude by November 27, 2023. The focus of this review will be the
following documents, all posted to the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry:
e Wheeler River Project: Denison's Responses to Information Requests from the Federal and Indigenous Review Team
(August 18, 2023)
e Update to Indigenous Engagement Activities for the Wheeler River Project- draft EIS
e Wheeler River Project Commitments Table- draft EIS

Please don’t hesitate to let us know if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Wheeler River Project Team

wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

Environmental Review Division | Division de I'examen de I'environnement
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Commission canadienne de slreté nucléaire




From:

To:

Bcc:

Subject:
Attachments:
Sent:

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler
River

Nana-Owusua; Burton, Patrick;

cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com; jenny.wolverine@erfn.net;_nvp.mike@sasktel.net; wsmith@kineepik.ca;
bnatomagan@kineepik.ca; georges@kineepik.ca; glenmccallum@mns.work; blaroque@mns.work;,
slandriecrossland@mns.work; rsmith@mns.work; sfladager@mns.work; aspriggs@mns.work;

dana.kellett@yathinene.com;_bruce.hanbidge@yathinene.com; kevin.mercredi@outlook.com; b-
tsannie@hotmail.com;_csayazie@hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net;
claire_larock@hotmail.com;_chiefl @birchnarrows.ca; andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca;
trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca; robert.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca; kimsylvestre@birchnarrows.ca;
conrad.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca;_terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca; douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca;
norma.catarat@brdn.ca;_receptionist@mltc.net; karenbird@pbcn.ca; tmerasty@pbcn.ca;
bmerasty@pbcn.ca;_patti@mccunn-miller.com;_cbeatty@pbcn.ca; skmerasty@pbcn.ca; cagnew@lgl.com;
tcooksearson@llrib.ca; ty.roberts@llrib.ca; ashley.carlson@llrib.ca; gchristiansen@llrib.ca;,
jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net; mellissa.winfield-lesk@hatch.com;
hklein@twoworldsconsulting.com; jswitzer@denisonmines.com;_cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com;,
scoupland.sgcresearch@gmail.com; mirmirans@cna.ca; Bruce Hanbidge;

Full Public and Indigenous Distro List

Wheeler River Project Bulletin - English.pdf
2023-12-08 2:04:00 PM

To all participants of the Wheeler River regulatory review process,

CNSC staff will be providing regular updates to all those who have participated and/or expressed interest in the regulatory review
process for the proposed Wheeler River Project, in the form of project bulletins.

Please find the Winter Project Bulletin (dated December 2023) attached to this email which will provide a brief update on the
status of the project, as well as next steps. This will soon be posted to the CNSC website in the form of a “Feature Article”, in
both English and French.

Please ensure you are signed up to receive notifications and additional information regarding future correspondence from the
CNSC: http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/subscribe/new-subscription.cfm.

If you would prefer not to receive these updates, please reply to this email to let us know.

Regards,

The CNSC Wheeler River Project Team
Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

Web: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca),




Winter 2023
Wheeler River Project Bulletin

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) is proposing to develop an in situ recovery uranium mining and processing plant

- the Wheeler River Project - in the Athabasca Basin in Saskatchewan, approximately 600 kilometres north of the

City of Saskatoon, and 35km by road north of the Key Lake mill. The proposed project is located within Treaty 10 territory,
the homeland of the Métis, and within the traditional territories of the Dene, Cree, and Métis peoples. It is also located within
the Northern Administration District of Saskatchewan.

Denison’s proposed project is undergoing rigorous regulatory scrutiny by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC)
and must meet all safety requirements for a uranium mine and mill. Since 2019, the proposal has been undergoing an
environmental assessment (EA) as per the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA 2012). As of July 2023,
Denison has submitted a licence application to prepare site and construct a mine and mill facility, and the licence application
is under review as per the CNSC’s Uranium Mines and Mills Requlations. The project is also subject to a provincial EA as
per the province of Saskatchewan’s Environmental Assessment Act.

PROJECT UPDATES SINCE APRIL 2023 PROJECT BULLETIN

Following the October 2022 submission of a draft environmental impact statement (EIS) package, a technical review by the
federal and Indigenous review team (FIRT) concluded that the submission did not meet regulatory requirements for the EA.
In a letter dated March 20th, CNSC staff outlined expectations for resubmission, requesting that Denison submit responses
to all information requests (IRs) from the FIRT, along with a commitments report and an update on Indigenous engagement.

Denison submitted responses to federal IRs on July 14, 2023. CNSC staff reviewed the responses to the IRs, along with
any relevant proposed revisions to the EIS and supporting technical documents and deemed the submission incomplete on
August 11, 2023. On August 18, 2023, Denison re-submitted the EA package, and CNSC staff deemed the submission
complete on August 29, 2023. The technical review of these responses has concluded and results have been posted to the
Canadian Impact Assessment Registry. Of 238 original IRs, 144 have been accepted and 18 follow-up IRs issued.

With regards to the licensing technical review, Denison continues to develop, submit and revise licensing documents in
order to address CNSC staff's comments. Final decisions on EA and on licensing must be made via a public Commission
hearing, which will welcome Indigenous and public participation. No such hearing has yet been scheduled.

NEXT STEPS ———ST S 1=

Denison will review and respond to outstanding and follow-up IRs from the
technical review. Denison will re-submit an updated draft EIS to the CNSC
which will kick-off another completeness check and technical review.

CNSC staff will continue to engage on the Wheeler River Project and is
planning outreach events related to Denison’s in situ mining proposal as
this project progresses. Stay tuned!

X Sk i IR o= t__ .F:'V#
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CNSC staff prepariné for outreach at the
DID YOU KNOW? Pinehouse Elder’s Gathering in June 2023.

The CNSC launched the new Indigenous and Stakeholder Capacity Fund (ISCF) in May 2023. Building on the CNSC’s
successful Participant Funding Program, the ISCF supports Indigenous Nations and communities with a direct interest in

nuclear activities. It can be used to build capacity and knowledge more effectively while allowing groups to participate in
regulatory processes and programs.

Wheeler River Project Bulletin Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
. . . . i 280 Slater Street.
If you have any questions or sugggsnons on topics or issues that you would like P.O. Box 1046, Station B
to sge covered, p!ease do not hesitate to contact us: Ottawa, ON K1P 559
Email : WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca Telephone: 1-800-668-5284 (toll free in Canada) or 613-995-5894

Project Page: https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178

Website: nuclearsafety.gc.ca


http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/uranium/mines-and-mills/wheeler-river/index.cfm
https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178?culture=en-CA
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-15.21/20170622/P1TT3xt3.html
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/sor-2000-206/page-1.html
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/categories/4233
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/488/formats/616/download
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/146986
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/147103
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p80178/152818E.pdf
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p80178/152818E.pdf
https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/152939
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Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler

From: .
River

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com; jerry.bernard @erfn.net;_nvp.mike@sasktel.net; wsmith @kineepik.ca;

bnatomagan@kineepik.ca;_glenmccallum@mns.work; blaroque@mns.work; Shannon Landrie-Crossland;
rsmith@mns.work;_sfladager@mns.work; aspriggs@mns.work; mbrunet@mns.work;

bruce.hanbidge@yathinene.com;_kevin.mercredi@outlook.com;_b-tsannie@hotmail.com;
csayazie@hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net; claire_larock@hotmail.com;
chiefl@birchnarrows.ca; andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca; trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca;
robert.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca; kimsylvestre@birchnarrows.ca;_conrad.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca;,
terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca; douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca; norma.catarat@brdn.ca;
receptionist@mltc.net; karenbird@pbcn.ca; tmerasty@pbcn.ca; bmerasty@pbcn.ca;_patti@mccunn-
miller.com; cbeatty@pbcn.ca; tcooksearson@llrib.ca; ty.roberts@lIrib.ca; ashley.carlson@llrib.ca;
gchristiansen@llrib.ca; jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net; mellissa.winfield-lesk@hatch.com; Heidi

Bcc:

Subject: CNSC Wheeler River EA Update - Revised EIS and Submission Package - February 2024
Sent: 2024-02-23 5:27:00 PM

Hi Everyone,
This email is to provide an update on the Wheeler River Environmental Assessment (EA) process.

On February 10, 2024, Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) submitted a revised draft EIS package for the proposed Wheeler River
Project to the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC). CNSC staff conducted a completeness check and determined that
outstanding information requests (IRs) have passed completeness and supporting submissions are adequate to proceed to the
next phase of EIS Technical Review. More information can be found in the February 21, 2024 |etter to Denison, and completeness
check table.

The next phase of technical review by the Federal Indigenous Review Team (FIRT) will run from February 21, 2024 to May 20,
2024. Subject Matter experts will review the responses to IRs provided by Denison, which includes the following documents:
e Wheeler River Project: Denison's Responses to Information Requests from the Federal and Indigenous Review Team
(Eebruary 21, 2024),
e Wheeler River Project: Draft Environmental Impact Statement (February 21, 2024)
e Update to Indigenous Engagement Activities for the Wheeler River Project- draft EIS
e Wheeler River Project Commitments Table- draft EIS

Additional information can be found on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (CIAR Reference: 80178) page for this project:
Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca)

If you have any questions about this or anything else related to the EA process for this project, please don’t hesitate to let us
know.

Regards,
The CNSC Wheeler River Project Team

Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
Web: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca),




From:

To:
Cc:

Bcc:

Subject:
Attachments:
Sent:

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler
River

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com; jenny.wolverine@erfn.net; nvp.mike @sasktel.net;
bnatomagan@kineepik.ca; glenmccallum@mns.work; blaroque@mns.work;

slandriecrossland@mns.work; rsmith@mns.work; sfladager@mns.work; aspriggs@mns.work;

dana.kellett@yathinene.com;_bruce.hanbidge@yathinene.com; kevin.mercredi@outlook.com; b-
tsannie@hotmail.com;_csayazie @hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net;
claire_larock@hotmail.com;_chiefl @birchnarrows.ca; andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca;
trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca; robert.sylvester @birchnarrows.ca; kimsylvestre @birchnarrows.ca;
conrad.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca;_terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca; douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca;
norma.catarat@brdn.ca;_receptionist@mltc.net; karenbird@pbcn.ca; tmerasty@pbcn.ca;
bmerasty@pbcn.ca;_patti@mccunn-miller.com;_cbeatty@pbcn.ca; skmerasty@pbcn.ca; cagnew@lgl.com;,
tcooksearson@llrib.ca; ty.roberts@llrib.ca; ashley.carlson@llrib.ca; gchristiansen@llrib.ca;,
jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net; mellissa.winfield-lesk@hatch.com;
hklein@twoworldsconsulting.com; jswitzer@denisonmines.com;_cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com;,
scoupland.sgcresearch@gmail.com; mirmirans@cna.ca; Bruce Hanbidge; Dennis Sherratt; Yen, Wish;

Sydney;

Wheeler River Update - Summer 2024
Project_Bulletin-Denison_Wheeler_River_EA-Summer 2024.pdf
2024-08-23 6:17:00 PM

Hi Everyone,

You are receiving this email because you have participated in and/or expressed interest in the regulatory review process for the
proposed Wheeler River Project.

Please see that attached project bulletin for summer 2024, which provides a brief update on the status of the project, as well as
next steps. This will soon be posted to the CNSC website in the form of a “Feature Article”, as well as the Canadian Impact
Assessment Registry page for this project.

Please ensure you are signed up to receive notifications and additional information regarding future correspondence from the
CNSC: http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/subscribe/new-subscription.cfm

If you would prefer not to receive updates like this in the future, please reply to this email to let us know.

Regards,

The CNSC Wheeler River Project Team
Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

Web: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca)




Summer 2024

Wheeler River Project Bulletin

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) is proposing to develop an in situ recovery uranium mining and processing plant
- the Wheeler River Project - in the Athabasca Basin in Saskatchewan, approximately 600 kilometres north of the
City of Saskatoon, and 35km by road north of the Key Lake mill. The proposed project is located within Treaty
10 territory, the homeland of the Métis, and within the traditional territories of the Dene, Cree, and Métis peoples.
It is also located within the Northern Administration District of Saskatchewan.

Denison’s proposed project is undergoing rigorous regulatory scrutiny by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
(CNSC) and must meet all safety requirements for a uranium mine and mill. Since 2019, the proposal has been
undergoing an environmental assessment (EA) as per the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA,
2012). On July 2023, Denison submitted a licence application to prepare site and construct a mine and mill facility,
and the licence application is under review as per the CNSC’s Uranium Mines and Mills Regulations. The project
is also subject to a provincial EA as per the province of Saskatchewan’s Environmental Assessment Act.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REVIEW PROCESS

Denison submitted a draft environmental impact statement (EIS) in October 2022 and the federal and
Indigenous review team (FIRT) completed a technical review of the draft EIS. On March 20, 2022, CNSC staff
requested that Denison submit responses to all information requests (IRs) from the FIRT, along with a
commitments report and an update on Indigenous engagement.

Denison first submitted responses to federal IRs in July 2023. CNSC staff deemed the submission incomplete in
August 2023. On August 18, 2023, Denison re-submitted the EA package, and CNSC staff deemed the submission
complete and the FIRT proceeded with a second round of technical reviews. CNSC staff shared a second round
of IRs for Denison to address in December 2023.
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WHERE WE ARE NOW

In February 2024, Denison resubmitted the draft EIS with responses to the federal IRs. A third round of technical
reviews have been concluded by the FIRT, and outstanding comments were shared with Denison in a series

of technical meetings. Denison has provided supplemental information and this review is still underway. Once
complete, the results of the review will be shared back with Denison and posted to the Canadian Impact

Assessment Reqistry.

With regards to the licensing technical
review, Denison continues to develop,
submit and revise licensing documents in
order to address CNSC staff's comments.
Final decisions on EA and on licensing must
be made via a public Commission hearing,
which will welcome Indigenous and public
participation. No such hearing has yet been
scheduled.

UPCOMING OUTREACH

CNSC staff will continue to engage on the
Wheeler River Project and are planning
outreach events for 2024 and 2025, related to
Denison’s in situ mining proposal as this
project progresses. Stay tuned!

STAY INFORMED, STAY CONNECTED!

CNSC staff fishing with Kineepik Métis Local at the Pinehouse
Elder’s Gathering in June 2024.

Subscribe to the updated Canadian Impact Assessment Registry notifications service to receive updates on the

Wheeler River EA process, and any other EA or Impact Assessment Processes that you are interested in. When
you subscribe to this notification service, you will receive a personalized email when new content is posted on
the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry for the projects you are following. Head over to www.iaac-aeic.gc.ca

to sign up!

Wheeler River Project Bulletin

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

If you have any questions or suggestions on topics or issues that you 280 Slater Street

would like to see covered, please do not hesitate to contact us:

Email : WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

P.O. Box 1046, Station B
Ottawa, ON K1P 559

Project Page: https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178 Telephone: 1-800-668-5284 (toll free in Canada) or 613-995-5894

Email: cnsc.info.ccsn@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca
Website: nuclearsafety.gc.ca




Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

Update on Regulatory Oversight Report for Uranium Mines and Mills in
Canada: 2023

September 18, 2024 — 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM (CST)
TCU Place - Saskatoon, SK

Morning Session — September 18, 2024
Coffee and snacks available 8:30-9:00
1. Opening 9:00 - 10:00 am

Prayer (Elder, TBD)
Welcome (Mr. Patrick Burton, CNSC)
Introductions (All)

Opening Remarks from Indigenous Nations who are interested

2. 2023 Uranium Mines and Mills Regulatory Oversight Report 10:00 - 10:45 am
e CNSC presentation, including site updates on McArthur River,
Key Lake, Cigar Lake, McClean Lake, and Rabbit Lake

Coffee/Health Break 10:45-11:15am

3. 2023 Uranium Mines and Mills Decommissioned Sites Regulatory 11:15 —12:00 pm
Oversight Report
e CNSC presentation, including decommissioned site updates on

Lunch (provided) 12:00 - 1:00 pm

Afternoon Session — September 18, 2024

4. Environmental Assessment Updates 1:00 — 2:00 pm
5. IEMP and Blueberry Study 2:00 —2:45 pm

Coffee/Health Break 2:45-3:15 pm
6. Canadian Nuclear Workers Study Update 3:15-3:45 pm
7. Closing 3:45-4:00 pm

e Question and answer
e Closing remarks (Patrick Burton, any others who wish to provide remarks)
e Closing Prayer (TBC)

e-Doc 7339834
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From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Cc: Eroess, Ryan; Way, Jessica;

cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com; jenny.wolverine@erfn.net; nvp.mike @sasktel.net;
bnatomagan@kineepik.ca; glenmccallum@mns.work; blaroque@mns.work;
slandriecrossland@mns.work; rsmith@mns.work; sfladager@mns.work; aspriggs@mns.work;

tsannie@hotmail.com;_csayazie@hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net;,
claire_larock@hotmail.com;_chiefl @birchnarrows.ca; andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca;
trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca; robert.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca; kimsylvestre@birchnarrows.ca;
conrad.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca;_terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca; douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca;
Bcc: norma.catarat@brdn.ca;_receptionist@mltc.net; karenbird@pbcn.ca; tmerasty@pbcn.ca;
bmerasty@pbcn.ca;_patti@mccunn-miller.com;_cbeatty@pbcn.ca; skmerasty@pbcn.ca; cagnew@lgl.com;,
tcooksearson@llrib.ca; ty.roberts@llrib.ca; ashley.carlson@llrib.ca; gchristiansen@llrib.ca;,
jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net; mellissa.winfield-lesk@hatch.com;
hklein@twoworldsconsulting.com; jswitzer@denisonmines.com;_cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com;,

Margaret Rosling;,
CNSC Wheeler River EA Update - Completion of the Technical Review of Denison's February 2024 EIS

Subject: Package
Sent: 2024-10-18 8:21:00 PM
Hi Everyone,

| am reaching out to provide an update on the Wheeler River EIS technical review.

Following Denison's February 10" submission of responses to Information Requests (IRs) and the revised Environmental Impact
Statement package, on February 20, 2024, CNSC staff found the submission to contain the required information to proceed with
an additional round of review by the Federal-Indigenous Review Team (FIRT). This 90-day review was intended to conclude by
May 20, 2024.

When the review initially started, Denison requested the opportunity to discuss the outcome of the review process, to discuss
the paths to resolution with relevant FIRT members, where elements of IRs remained unresolved. On May 24th and 31st, 2024,

CNSC staff shared draft reviews of responses to IRs with Denison, and on June 28th, 2024, a draft Advice to Proponent table. Of
the 256 IRs (238 original and 18 follow-up), 24 IRs were not accepted. From June 5th to 14th, CNSC and Denison held 5 hybrid
and 3 virtual meetings to discuss unresolved IRs. Between July 2nd and 8th, Denison provided supplementary responses for
further review by the FIRT. The activities that have occurred between May and October have resulted in a significantly extended
review period. Following these meetings and supplemental submissions, the FIRT's technical review found that the submission
does not fully meet EA regulatory requirements. Currently, 6 IRs remain not accepted and 5 IRs remain under CNSC staff review.

The results of this review, along with the supplemental information provided throughout the June meetings and July
submissions, have all been posted to the Registry:
e Cover Letter- CNSC to Denison- Results of the Federal Indigenous Technical Review of the Wheeler River Project
Submission (2024-10-11)
Annex 1 — FIRT- Wheeler River Draft Review of Responses to IRs- Draft Table (2024-05-24)
Annex 2 — FIRT- Wheeler River Draft Review of Responses to IRs- Draft Table (2024-05-31)
Annex 3 — FIRT — Wheeler River Advice to Proponent Table- Draft Table (2024-06-28)
Annex 4- Joint FIRT-Denison IR Technical Meetings for Wheeler River — Meeting minutes and presentations (2024-06)
Annex 5 — Wheeler River — Combined Supplementary Submissions from Denison (2024-07)
Annex 6- Information Requests for the Wheeler River Project Submission (2024-10-11)
Annex 7- FIRT Advice to Proponent for the Wheeler River Project Submission (2024-10-11)

CNSC staff expect Denison to submit complete revised responses to all IRs. It is expected that along with each response, Denison
clearly indicate what changes will be made to the EIS and supporting documents, to be validated upon a future submission of a
Final EIS. Following a submission that meets all outstanding regulatory requirements for the EA, CNSC staff will signal that a Final
EIS can be submitted. CNSC staff expect that supplementary documentation that has been revised over the course of recent
months will accompany the Final EIS package, including a revised Commitment Register and IER. Once the revised EIS meets
regulatory standards, CNSC staff will develop an EA report.

The following documents were also provided by Denison during this review period, on July 17, 2024. These have been posted to
the Registry:

e |ndigenous Engagement Report (2024-07-17),

¢ Indigenous Engagement Report- Appendix B: Records of Engagement (2024-07-17)




e Commitments Register Version 2 (2024-07-17)

Additional information can be found on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (CIAR Reference: 80178) page for this project:
Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca)

If you have any questions about this or anything else related to the EA process for this project, please don’t hesitate to let us
know.

Regards,
The CNSC Wheeler River Project Team

Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
Web: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca),




Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler

From: .
River

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Cc: Froess, Ryan; Way, Jessica;

'cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com';_'jenny.wolverine@erfn.net'; 'nvp.mike @sasktel.net';
'bnatomagan@kineepik.ca'; 'glenmccallum@mns.work'; 'blaroque@mns.work’;,
'slandriecrossland@mns.work';_'rsmith@mns.work'; 'sfladager@mns.work'; 'aspriggs@mns.work';

'dana.kellett@yathinene.com'; 'bruce.hanbidge @yathinene.com';_'kevin.mercredi@outlook.com’; 'b-
tsannie@hotmail.com'; 'csayazie@hotmail.com';_'d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net'; 'd.classen@sasktel.net';
'claire_larock@hotmail.com'; 'chiefl @birchnarrows.ca'; 'andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca';
'trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca';_'robert.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca'; 'kimsylvestre@birchnarrows.ca';
'conrad.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca'; 'terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca';,
'douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca'; 'norma.catarat@brdn.ca';_'receptionist@mltc.net’;
'cbeatty@pbcn.ca';_'skmerasty@pbcn.ca'; 'cagnew@lgl.com'; "tcooksearson@llrib.ca';
'ty.roberts@llrib.ca'’; 'ashley.carlson@llrib.ca'; 'gchristiansen@llrib.ca'; ‘jtsanniejr@pagc.net’;
rmcleod@pagc.net’; 'mellissa.winfield-lesk@hatch.com';_'hklein@twoworldsconsulting.com';

Bcc:

'Carolanne Inglis-McQuay!'; 'Executive Secretary'; 'Margaret Rosling'; 'alfred.dawatsare@erfn.net';
Brianne England;

Subject: CNSC Wheeler River EA Update - Review of October 2024 EIS Package
Sent: 2024-11-04 4:27:00 PM

Hi Everyone,
We are reaching out to provide another update on the Wheeler River EIS technical review.

1th

Following our previous update on October 11'", Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) re-submitted revised responses and supporting

documentation for the proposed Wheeler River Project, on October 18t CNSC staff conducted a completeness check and
determined that outstanding IRs have passed completeness and supporting submissions are adequate to proceed to the EIS
Technical Review. More information can be found in the October 25, 2024 |etter to Denison, and completeness check table.

The next phase of technical review by CNSC Subject Matter Experts is underway, for completion by November 15th, 2024. The
review includes the following documents:
e Wheeler River Project: Denison's Responses to Information Requests from the Federal and Indigenous Review Team
(October 18, 2024)
e Wheeler River Project: Appendix A to Denison's Responses to Information Request (October 18, 2024)
e Wheeler River Project: Advice to Proponent Table (October 25, 2024)

Additional information can be found on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (CIAR Reference: 80178) page for this project:
Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca)

If you have any questions about this or anything else related to the EA process for this project, please don’t hesitate to let us
know.

Regards,
The CNSC Wheeler River Project Team

Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
Web: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca),




Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler

From: River
To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Cc: Froess, Ryan; Way, Jessica;

alfred.dawatsare @erfn.net; 'cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com'; jenny.wolverine@erfn.net';
'nvp.mike @sasktel.net'; 'bnatomagan@kineepik.ca'; 'glenmccallum@mns.work'; 'blaroque @ mns.work';
rsmith@mns.work'; 'sfladager@mns.work'; 'aspriggs@mns.work'; 'mbrunet@mns.work';
'garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com'; 'shea.shirley@yathinene.com'; 'dana.kellett@yathinene.com';
'bruce.hanbidge @yathinene.com';_'kevin.mercredi@outlook.com'; 'b-tsannie@hotmail.com’;
csayazie@hotmail.com'; 'd.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net'; 'd.classen@sasktel.net';
'claire_larock@hotmail.com'; 'chiefl @birchnarrows.ca'; 'andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca';
'trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca';_'robert.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca'; 'kimsylvestre@birchnarrows.ca';
'conrad.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca'; 'terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca';,
Bcc: 'douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca'; 'norma.catarat@brdn.ca';_'receptionist@mltc.net’;
'tmerasty@pbcn.ca'; 'bmerasty@pbcn.ca'; 'patti@mccunn-miller.com';_'cbeatty@pbcn.ca';
'skmerasty@pbcn.ca'; 'cagnew@I|gl.com'; 'tcooksearson@lIrib.ca'; 'ty.roberts@lIrib.ca’;
‘ashley.carlson@Ilrib.ca'; 'gchristiansen@llrib.ca'; 'jtsanniejr@pagc.net’;_'rmcleod@pagc.net’;
'hklein@twoworldsconsulting.com'; 'jswitzer@denisonmines.com'; 'cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com';,
'scoupland.sgcresearch@gmail.com'; 'mirmirans@cna.ca';_'Bruce Hanbidge'; 'Dennis Sherratt';

Subject: CNSC Wheeler River EA Update - Accepted IRs and Completion of EIS Technical Review
Sent: 2024-11-22 5:39:00 PM

Hi Everyone,

On November 20th, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) completed their technical review of Denison Mines Corp.'s
(Denison) responses to outstanding Information Requests (IRs) for the Wheeler River environmental impacts statement (EIS)
technical review. CNSC has found that the information fully addresses the regulatory requirements for the environmental
assessment (EA). All responses to IRs are now deemed as accepted.

The following documents have now been posted to the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry:
e Cover Letter- CNSC to Denison- Results of the Federal Indigenous Technical Review of the Wheeler River Project
Submission (2024-11-20)
e Annex 1 —Results of the Federal Indigenous Technical Review of the Wheeler River Project — Resolved Information
Requests for the Wheeler River Project Submission (2024-10-11)
« Wheeler River — October 30 Supplementary Submission for IR-174 from Denison- Memo: Omnia Ecological Services
Denison Wheeler River 2024 Replicate Bat Surveys (2024-10-30)

« Wheeler River — November 13™ Supplementary Submission from Denison for [R-114 and IR-174 (2024-11-13)
« Wheeler River — November 19™ Supplementary Submission from Denison for [R-114 (2024-11-19)

As we have indicated in the past, the next steps involved Denison submitting a Final EIS package, including revised responses to
the Consolidated Comments from Indigenous Nations and Communities and the Public on the Wheeler River Project. This
submission will undergo a 30-day review by CNSC staff to ensure all documents have been updated accordingly and that all
comments from Indigenous Nations and Communities and members of the public have been addressed in an acceptable manner.

As of this afternoon, Denison has submitted the final EIS package. Once we have validated that the submission is complete, staff
will begin our review. Once CNSC staff deems the submission as Final, staff will notify Denison that the EIS has been accepted
and will proceed with developing the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA 2012) EA Report summarizing the
results of the technical review and staff's recommendations to the Commission. Please note, this documentation will not be
posted until it has been accepted as final.

Additional information can be found on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (CIAR Reference: 80178) page for this project:
Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca)

If you have any questions about this or anything else related to the EA process for this project, please don’t hesitate to let us
know.

Regards,
The CNSC Wheeler River Project Team

Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
Web: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca),




From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler
' River

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

Cc: Froess, Ryan; Way, Jessica;

alfred.dawatsare @erfn.net; cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com; jenny.wolverine@erfn.net;
nvp.mike@sasktel.net;_bnatomagan@kineepik.ca; glenmccallum@mns.work; blaroque@mns.work;
rsmith@mns.work;_sfladager@mns.work; aspriggs@mns.work; mbrunet@mns.work;

bruce.hanbidge@yathinene.com;_kevin.mercredi@outlook.com;_b-tsannie@hotmail.com;
csayazie@hotmail.com;_d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net; claire_larock@hotmail.com;

chiefl@birchnarrows.ca; andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca; trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca;

terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca; douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca; norma.catarat@brdn.ca;,
receptionist@mltc.net; tmerasty@pbcn.ca;_ bmerasty@pbcn.ca;_patti@mccunn-miller.com;
cbeatty@pbcn.ca; skmerasty@pbcn.ca; cagnew@Igl.com;_tcooksearson@lIrib.ca; ty.roberts@llrib.ca;
ashley.carlson@lIrib.ca; gchristiansen@llrib.ca; jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod @pagc.net;
hklein@twoworldsconsulting.com; jswitzer@denisonmines.com;_cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com;,

Bcc:

Janna Switzer; Brianne England; Carolanne Inglis-McQuay;_Executive Secretary; Margaret Rosling;
alfred.dawatsare @erfn.net; Brianne England; Kwamena, Nana-Owusua; Frigault, Nicole;

Subject: CNSC Wheeler River December 2024 EA Update - Accepted Final EIS
Sent: 2024-12-24 12:28:00 PM

Hi Everyone,

In our last update, we noted the completion of the technical review of Denison Mines Corp.'s (Denison) responses to outstanding
Information Requests (IRs) for the Wheeler River environmental impacts statement (EIS). This update had also indicated that on

November 22" Denison submitted a final EIS package.

Following a 30 day review, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) has accepted the final EIS. This acceptance follows a
comprehensive EIS technical review process by the Federal Indigenous Review Team (FIRT), including consultations with
Indigenous Nations and communities and members of the public. CNSC staff will now proceed with the preparation of

the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 Environmental Assessment (EA) Report, which will be made available, along
with a Commission Member Document, for review by Indigenous Nations and communities and the public prior to a public
Commission hearing.

The following documents have now been posted to the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (CIAR) for this project:
e Letter: CNSC to Denison- Wheeler Project- Acceptance of the Final EIS and Supporting Documents
« Final environmental Impact Statement
* Combined Final EIS Appendices
« Commitments Register Version 5- Wheeler River Final EIS Submission

With these conclusions, along with the sufficient licence application, CNSC staff will notify CNSC Commission Registrar of this
acceptance, who will proceed with scheduling public hearing dates. Further details regarding how to participate will be provided
once the Commission Secretariat has announced the hearing dates. In early January, notifications will be sent to Indigenous
Nations and communities with detailed next steps in the consultation process.

Additional information can be found on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (CIAR Reference: 80178) page for this project:
Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca)

If you have any questions about this or anything else related to the EA process for this project, please don’t hesitate to let us
know.

Regards,
The CNSC Wheeler River Project Team

Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
Web: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca),




From: Way, Jessica

To: |

Levine, Adam; Burton, Patrick; Way, Jessica; Froess, Ryan; Duhaime, Brenda; Gorzkowski, Konrad;_Noakes,

Cc: Rain; Zenobi, Adam; Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River; McKeown, Justin; Kwamena, Nana-
Owusua; 1

Subject: Next Steps of Consultation with [l - Proposed Wheeler River Project

Attachments: 2025-01-22-Letter-CNSC_to_ll - Next_steps_of_the_Regulatory_Process-Wheeler_River_EA_.pdf

Sent: 2025-01-22 6:57:40 PM

|

| am sending the attached letter on behalf of the CNSC, outlining proposed next steps of the CNSC’s consultation process with I
I for the Wheeler River regulatory review process.

We look forward to hearing back from you and setting up a meeting to discuss further.

Sincerely,

Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Review Officer | Agente d'examen environnementale

Environmental Review Division | Division de I'examen de I'environnement

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Commission canadienne de slreté nucléaire
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213

British Columbia, Core Hours: 9:30am — 5:30pm ET | 6:30am —2:30pm PT

My work hours might not be the same as your work hours — please reply at your convenience.



I * Canadian Nuclear Commission canadienne
Safety Commission  de s(reté nucléaire

CIAR NO.: 80178
January 22, 2025 e-Doc: 7448327

Subject: Proposed Next Steps of Consultation with |GGG o

the Remaining Steps of the Regulatory Review Process for the Proposed Wheeler
River Project
Dear I

The purpose of this letter is to provide an update and share a proposed consultation approach with

I O the remaining steps of the regulatory review process for
Denison Mines Corp.’s (Denison) proposed Wheeler River Project (the Project).

Current Status of the Process of the federal Environmental Assessment

On December 24, 2024, the federal review of Denison’s Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
concluded, and the Final EIS was accepted by CNSC staff as it meets the requirements of the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA, 2012). As communicated in CNSC’s
December 24" 2024 email to the project distribution list for the project, the documents can be found
on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (the Reqgistry).

CNSC staff have reviewed the responses Denison provided to comments that were received during the
public comment period on the draft EIS in 2023, including those from |Jll]. The comments and
Denison’s responses are now available on the Registry. CNSC staff have also drafted responses to
comments that were applicable to CNSC’s oversight and responsibilities and look forward to further
discussing these as part of our proposed next steps as described below. CNSC’s responses to these
comments can also be found on the Registry.

Proposed Next Steps of Consultation

Building on the ongoing consultation, relationship building, and engagement that began in 2019
between [l and CNSC in relation to the Project, CNSC staff provide the consultation approach as
outlined in Appendix 1. Table 1 of this letter details the suggested consultation and collaboration
activities for the remaining steps of the regulatory review process for the Project.

280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B | £d | 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 559 Canada al l ; l ; l Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/exploration?projDocs=80178
https://www.iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p80178/160542E.pdf
https://www.iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p80178/160448E.pdf
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Letter to I -2- January 22, 2025

The CNSC staff will be preparing the following reports and documents to support staff’s
recommendations to the Commission:

e An EA Report which provides information and analysis to assist the Commission in its
determination on whether the proposed project is likely to cause significant adverse
environmental effects.

e A Consultation Report which will include an assessment of the Project’s potential impacts to
the Rights and interests of select Indigenous Nations and communities as well as
recommendations regarding the Duty to Consult and Accommodate.

e A Commission Member Document (CMD) which presents CNSC staff’s findings,
recommendations and conclusions from the technical review of Denison’s licence application
and supporting documentation.

CNSC staff are interested in collaborating with |l to ensure that |l perspectives, issues and
concerns, Indigenous Knowledge and Land use information, potential impacts of the proposed Project
on I rights, and other topics of interest to |l are properly reflected in CNSC staff’s reports
and recommendations. This would involve CNSC staff developing the content as a first step based on
information that JJl] has submitted and provided to date to the CNSC and Denison and then sharing
the draft content with |l representatives for their review and comment. CNSC staff will be
providing detailed timelines on the remainder of the regulatory process once a Commission hearing
date has been identified by the Commission Registry.

The activities outlined in the proposed consultation approach are flexible, and CNSC staff would
like to discuss these remaining steps of the regulatory review process with il Some potential
topics for discussion include:

e review of, and input to the CNSC’s assessment of the Project’s potential impacts on ||l
rights and interests

e review of sections of CNSC’s Consultation Report specifically related to information on
I community member perspectives, knowledge, land use, concerns, and rights

e awarding funding through the CNSC’s PFP to support the review of CNSC’s reports and
consultation and engagement with the CNSC

e discussions and collaboration with the CNSC and Denison, as appropriate, regarding
potential commitments, mitigations and accommodations to address potential impacts on
I ichts and interests

e participation in the Commission hearing process through interventions as well as
collaboration on the inclusion of |l cultural practices and protocols as part of the
Commission hearing process, as appropriate

e discussions on the assessment and overall evaluation of Denison’s engagement activities
with [l as per REGDOC 3.2.2: Indigenous Engagement

e discussion and collaboration with the CNSC on conclusions and recommendations related to
topics of concern and interest to |

CNSC staff are committed to continued collaboration with INEEEE to ensure that the consultation for
the Project is meaningful, addresses |l concerns, protects your Nation’s rights and interests,

. . *
280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B b 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada al la a Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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Letter to I -3- January 22, 2025

and upholds the Honour of the Crown. To discuss any matters related to the regulatory review
process of the Project, please contact:

e Jes Way, Environmental Review Officer, Wheeler River EA Lead
Email: jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

e Ryan Froess, Senior Advisor, Indigenous Consultation and Engagement Division
Email: ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

Please review the proposed consultation process for the remaining steps of the regulatory review
process for the Wheeler River Project (Appendix 1) and provide any feedback by February 17,
2025 or we would be happy to set up a meeting to discuss.

The CNSC looks forward to continuing to build a long-term relationship with |Jilil and working
together throughout the regulatory review process for the proposed Wheeler River Project.

Yours sincerely,

K osamvnano w [y,

Nana Kwamena Justin McKeown

Director A/ Team Leader, Western & Northern Regions
Environmental Review Division Indigenous Consultation and Engagement Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

c.c../cc.: CNSC: A. Levine, P. Burton, J. Way, R. Froess, B. Duhaime, K, Gorzkowski, R.

Noakes, A. Zenobi
]

Enclosure: (1) Proposed consultation process with | fo' the

regulatory review process of the Wheeler River Project
References:
[1] CNSC, Regulatory Guide, REGDOC- 3.2.2: Indigenous Engagement, Version 1.2, February 2022,

https://www.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-requlations/requlatory-
documents/published/html/regdoc3-2-2-v1-2/

[2] CNSC, Generic Guidelines for the Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement, May 2016,
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/pdfs/Environmental-Assessments/ CEAA-2012-Generic-EIS-
Guidelines-eng.pdf

. . *
280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B b 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada al la a Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca

Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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Letter to N A ppendix 1 -1- January 22, 2025

Appendix 1
Proposed Consultation Process with | o1 the Remaining Steps

of the Regulatory Review Process of the Wheeler River Project
1. Introduction

These proposed next steps in the consultation process, which started in 2019, are intended to guide
federal Crown consultation activities (led by the CNSC) with | NG
I during the remaining steps of the regulatory review process of the Wheeler River Project (the
Project). They communicate the federal CNSC’s objectives for consultation, the proposed structure
for integrating consultation into the regulatory review process, and the proposed activities in which
the CNSC and |l can work together to address [l concerns regarding the Project.

2. CNSC’s Consultation Objectives

e To continue the establishment of a positive and productive working relationship with |
during the remaining steps of the regulatory review process.

e To communicate with JJil] about the Project and developments during the regulatory review
process in a timely manner.

e To establish how |l would like to be consulted during the remaining steps of the
regulatory review process and establish a flexible and responsive consultation approach that is
consistent with the consultation approach to date.

e To work with INEEEE to continue to:

1. identify any potential environmental effects of the Project, including those on current
use of lands and resources for traditional purposes, health and socio-economic
conditions, and heritage resources

2. identify adverse impacts of the Project on your community’s potential or established
rights

3. ensure options for avoiding, mitigating, or accommodating adverse impacts are
considered

e To work with |l and the proponent to respond to specific questions and requests
regarding issues raised related to the Project.

e To listen to and understand the concerns raised, and consider the feedback, perspectives, and
issues raised by |l in order to inform decision-making.

e To collaborate with |l and the proponent to identify any potential commitments,
mitigations, accommodations and conditions to address [l concerns regarding any
potential impacts on |l rights and interests as a result of the proposed project.

280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B i+l 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada

Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca Canada Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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Letter to I A ppendix 1 -2- January 22, 2025

3. Integrating Consultation into the Regulatory Review Process

Table 1 provides a description of the main remaining steps in the regulatory review process and a
description of how the CNSC proposes to integrate consultation activities into those steps. This table
describes what |l should receive, have access to, or expect from the CNSC, on behalf of the
federal Crown, and what |l could share and provide to the regulatory review process.

280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B i+l 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca ana a Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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Letter to NN ~\ppendix 1 -3- January 22, 2025

Table 1: Integrating Consultation into the Remaining Steps of the Regulatory Review Process!

. Information [ may want to
Regulatory - Lo What IS should receive, have consider providing to the federal
- ) Description of Activities access to, or expect from the federal
Review Step Crown, and ways |l may
Crown -
want to participate
Project e Opportunity for |l to provide e CNSC notification to Il of the e Provide comments on the
Description comments on the Project Description project and project description project description —
Revi(_aw and N — Completed review process — Completed Completed
Scoping Decision e PFP offering — Completed
) e Early information sharing and

(Completed in offers of consultation meetings —
2019-20) Completed

! Adapted from a template developed by the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA) (CEAA references the BC First Nations Environmental Assessment Technical
Working Group Toolkit Workshop as a basis for this document).

2 Any updates to dates related to the regulatory review process will be communicated to I

3 Denison’s activities during this step of the regulatory review process are not specifically steps of the regulatory review process, but these are expectations of Denison, by CNSC
staff.

280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B i+l 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada Cal lada Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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Letter to EG—  Appendix 1

January 22, 2025

Regulatory
Review Step?

Description of Activities®

What |l should receive, have

access to, or expect from the federal

Crown

Information [ may want to
consider providing to the federal
Crown, and ways |l may
want to participate

Environmental
Impact Statement
(EIS) Review

(Initiated 2022 —
complete as of
December 24,
2024)

280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B

Opportunity for | to provide
comments on draft EIS — Completed
Denison to revise documentation to
address comments and concerns
raised by Il - Completed
Denison expected to discuss with
I how their comments and
concerns have been addressed. -
Completed

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca

Canada

Opportunity to provide feedback to
the Crown on adequacy of
Denison’s responses to | Gz
comments and concerns. -
Completed

Opportunity to participate in
technical discussions with CNSC
staff regarding |l outstanding
comments and concerns, as well as
other discussions as necessary (e.g.
teleconferences and/or meetings
with Chief and Council, community
open houses). - Completed
Opportunity to discuss how to
integrate Traditional Knowledge
and Land Use (TKLUS)
information into the remaining steps
of the regulatory review process. -
Completed

Opportunity for direct and
continued discussions between
I and the CNSC. - Completed

e Provide INEEEEE views on the

accuracy of Denison’s
information about issues I
have raised and on any
proposed ways of addressing
those impacts. - Completed

e Provide feedback on the

adequacy of Denison’s

responses to G

comments and concerns. -
Completed

e Participate in technical

discussions with CNSC staff to
address [ outstanding
comments and concerns. -
Completed

i+l 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B

Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada
Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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January 22, 2025

Regulatory
Review Step?

Description of Activities®

What |l should receive, have
access to, or expect from the federal
Crown

Information [ may want to
consider providing to the federal
Crown, and ways |l may
want to participate

Development
of draft
Consultation
Report

(Current phase —
2025)

280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B

The CNSC’s Consultation Report
also includes a summary of
consultation with Indigenous Nations
and communities, potential impacts
to potential or established rights of
Indigenous Nations and
communities, views and concerns
expressed by Indigenous Nations and
communities and the CNSC’s
response to those concerns, and
including potential mitigation and
accommodation measures, and
commitments and conditions to
address those concerns. The CNSC’s
goal is to work towards a consensus
on the key issues and concerns in
relation to the proposed project with
|

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca

Canada

Opportunity to review and comment
on sections of the draft Consultation
Report specific to |l such as
Indigenous Knowledge and Land
Use information, potential impacts
of the Project on [ rights and
interests, and concerns expressed.

o CNSC staff writing the draft
sections and providing to
I for review and comment
for consideration and/or
inclusion.

o The objective is to obtain
mutually agreed upon text,
between CNSC staff and I
(as noted in the next step, where
I has diverging views
with CNSC staff’s analysis and
findings, these will be reflected
in the Consultation Report, and
we also invite [l to capture
this information in their written
and/or oral intervention to the
Commission).

e Review and provide comment

on sections of the draft
Consultation Report specific
to I

i+l 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B

Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada
Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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Letter to EG—  Appendix 1

EA Report,
Consultation
Report and
Licensing
CMD Review

AND
Commission
Public
Hearings

(Hearing date
2025 -2026 TBD)

-6 -

January 22, 2025

The EA Report presents the
CNSC staff’s evaluation on the
findings of the EA, including
conclusions and
recommendations regarding the
adverse environmental effects
that are likely to result from the
project, appropriate measures
that would mitigate those effects,
the significance of residual
effects after implementation of
the mitigation measures, as well
as the components of the follow-
up and monitoring program.
CNSC staff will submit and
make publicly available, for
review, the Final EA Report,
Consultation Report, and
licensing CMD in advance of
public hearings (timing to be
determined by CNSC Registry).
The licensing CMD presents
CNSC staff’s findings,
recommendations and
conclusions from the technical
review of Denison’s licence
application and supporting
documentation.

The Commission will hold
public hearings with
opportunities for public and
Indigenous Nations and
communities to submit oral
and/or written interventions.
CNSC staff and the Registry are
open to working with [l to

280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B

Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca

Opportunity to review the Final EA | o
Report, Consultation Report, and
licensing CMD to inform oral and/or
written interventions.

Present IEEEEEE views to the
Commission by providing
information orally and/or in
writing.

It is recommended that any
diverging views with CNSC
staff’s analysis and findings in
the CNSC’s reports be
captured in [N written
and/or oral intervention to the
Commission, if required.

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada

Canada

i+l 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B

Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada
Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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Regulatory
Review Step?

Description of Activities®

What |l should receive, have

access to, or expect from the federal

Crown

Information [ may want to
consider providing to the federal
Crown, and ways |l may
want to participate

Commission’s
EA and
Licensing
Decisions

(Future phase
- TBD)

ensure that the Commission
hearings include and reflect
I cultural protocols and
processes.

The Commission considers the EA
Report, Consultation Report, CMD
and interventions from the public
and Indigenous Nations and
communities and determines
whether, taking into account the
mitigation measures, conditions,
accommaodations and commitments
proposed, the Project is likely to
cause significant adverse
environmental effects and if the duty
to consult and accommodate was
met.

Should the Commission issue an EA
decision statement allowing the
Project to proceed, the Commission
will also include legally binding
conditions with which Denison must
comply to implement appropriate
mitigation measures and a follow-up
and monitoring program.

Notification and sharing of the
Commission’s Detailed Record of
Decisions (EA and licensing).
Meetings with [l to discuss the
Commission’s decision and next
steps for ongoing engagement and
collaboration.

o Feedback on preferred

approach to ongoing
engagement, information
sharing, oversight, monitoring,
reporting and collaboration.

280 Slater Street, Post Office Box 1046, Station B

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca

Canada

i+l 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B

Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 5S9 Canada
Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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From:
To:
Cc:

Bcc:

Subject:
Sent:

Way, Jessica
Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

Way, Jessica; Froess, Ryan;

alfred.dawatsare @erfn.net; cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com; jenny.wolverine@erfn.net;
nvp.mike@sasktel.net;_bnatomagan@kineepik.ca; glenmccallum@mns.work; blaroque@mns.work;
rsmith@mns.work;_sfladager@mns.work; aspriggs@mns.work; mbrunet@mns.work;

bruce.hanbidge@yathinene.com;_kevin.mercredi@outlook.com;_b-tsannie@hotmail.com;
csayazie@hotmail.com;_d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net; claire_larock@hotmail.com;
chiefl@birchnarrows.ca; andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca; trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca;,
robert.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca;_kimsylvestre @birchnarrows.ca; conrad.sylvester@birchnarrows.ca;
terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca; douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca; norma.catarat@brdn.ca;
receptionist@mltc.net; tmerasty@pbcn.ca;_ bmerasty@pbcn.ca;_patti@mccunn-miller.com;
cbeatty@pbcn.ca; skmerasty@pbcn.ca; cagnew@Igl.com;_tcooksearson@lIrib.ca; ty.roberts@llrib.ca;
ashley.carlson@llrib.ca; gchristiansen@llrib.ca; jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net;
hklein@twoworldsconsulting.com; jswitzer@denisonmines.com;_cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com;,

CNSC Wheeler River February 2025 EA Update - Participant Funding Opportunity
2025-02-03 3:50:00 PM

Hi Everyone,

The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) is offering participant funding to assist Indigenous Nations and communities,
members of the public and interested parties in reviewing the environmental assessment (EA) and licence application for
Denison’s Wheeler River Project and in participating in a future Commission hearing process. Here is the participant funding
notice, with the details on how to apply: Participant funding for Denison’s Wheeler River Project

This participant funding opportunity is open from February 3 to April 4, 2025.

Additional information about the Wheeler River EA process can be found on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (CIAR
Reference: 80178) page for this project: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca).

If you have any questions about this or anything else related to the EA process for this project, please don’t hesitate to let us

know.

Regards,

The CNSC Wheeler River Project Team
Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

Web: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca),




From:

To:
Cc:

Bcc:

Subject:
Sent:

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler
River

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

alfred.dawatsare @erfn.net; cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com; jenny.wolverine@erfn.net;
nvp.mike@sasktel.net;_bnatomagan@kineepik.ca; glenmccallum@mns.work; blaroque@mns.work;
rsmith@mns.work;_sfladager@mns.work; aspriggs@mns.work; mbrunet@mns.work;

bruce.hanbidge@yathinene.com;_kevin.mercredi@outlook.com;_b-tsannie@hotmail.com;
csayazie@hotmail.com;_d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net; claire_larock@hotmail.com;

chiefl@birchnarrows.ca; andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca; trevor.moberly@birchnarrows.ca;

terrie.campbell@birchnarrows.ca; douglas.barks@birchnarrows.ca; norma.catarat@brdn.ca;,
receptionist@mltc.net; tmerasty@pbcn.ca;_ bmerasty@pbcn.ca;_patti@mccunn-miller.com;
cbeatty@pbcn.ca; skmerasty@pbcn.ca; cagnew@Igl.com;_tcooksearson@lIrib.ca; ty.roberts@llrib.ca;
ashley.carlson@lIrib.ca; gchristiansen@llrib.ca; jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod @pagc.net;
hklein@twoworldsconsulting.com; jswitzer@denisonmines.com;_cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com;,

jessielacosta2017@gmail.com; Damien Georges; Gorzkowski, Konrad; Kwamena, Nana-Owusua; Burton,

CNSC Wheeler River March 2025 EA Update - Hearing Dates and Participant Funding
2025-03-06 8:24:00 PM

Hi Everyone,

On February 27, 2025, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) announced hearing dates for a public hearing on
Denison Mines Corporation's licence application to prepare a site for and construct its Wheeler River mine and mill project. The
hearing will also consider the Environmental Assessment, which is being conducted under the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act, 2012.

The two part hearing will be held as follows:

Part 1:

« Date: October 8, 2025
o Place: To be determined (National Capital Region and/or virtually via zoom)
« Time: As set by the agenda to be published prior to the hearing date Date

Part 2:

e Date: Week of December 8, 2025
« Place: To be determined (Saskatoon)
« Time: As set by the agenda to be published prior to the hearing date

More information can be found in the CNSC's public notice here: https://api.cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca/dms/digital-medias/Notice-of-
Public-Hearing-and-Participant-Funding-2025-H-09.pdf/object

Also, a reminder if you are planning to apply, participant funding applications are due on April 4, 2025.

Additional information about the Wheeler River EA process can be found on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (CIAR
Reference: 80178) page for this project: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca).

If you have any questions about this or anything else related to the EA process for this project, please don’t hesitate to let us

know.

Regards,

The CNSC Wheeler River Project Team
Email: WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gec.ca

Web: Wheeler River Project (iaac-aeic.gc.ca),




B.2 Key Correspondence with English River First Nation



From: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN),
'lawrence.mcintyre@erfn.net'; 'cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com’;_'b-tsannie@hotmail.com';
'moniquethomas2016@gmail.com'; 'pdenechezhe@gmail.com’;_'csayazie@hotmail.com';
'tibbeavereye@hotmail.com'; 'louis.mercredi@fonddulac.ca';_'victorf@sasktel.net'; 'info@fonddulac.ca';
'Garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com'; 'Linda.mcnabb@yathinene.com'; 'eileenmorrison62 @yahoo.ca';

Bcc: 'chiefl@birchnarrows.ca'; 'bandmanager@birchnarrows.ca';_'nvp.glen@sasktel.net';
'mcalette@mns.work'; 'b.merasty@mns.work'; 'geraldmorin@hotmail.com'; 'earl.cook@nortep.ca';
'nvp.mike @sasktel.net'; 'vince.pinehousedc@sasktel.net'; 'jtsanniejr@pagc.net’;
'creemancon@gmail.com'; 'info@mltc.net'; Levine, Adam (CNSC/CCSN); Zenobi, Adam (CNSC/CCSN);
Akhter, Salman (CNSC/CCSN);

Subject: CNSC receives project description for a new in situ recovery uranium mine
Sent: 2019-04-09 11:56:00 AM
Good day,

On February 19, 2019, Denison Mines Corp. submitted a project description with the intent to develop an in situ
recovery (ISR) uranium mine in the Athabasca Basin in northern Saskatchewan, 4 km west of Highway 914 and
approximately 600 km north of Saskatoon.

If and when the project description is assessed by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) as complete, the
next step would be to issue a notice of commencement. The project description would then become available for
public comment as part of the environmental assessment process.

A formal letter of notification to your community with more information on the regulatory review process is
forthcoming.

For more information on the CNSC'’s role in licensing uranium mines and mills, please visit:
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/uranium/mines-and-mills/index.cfm

For more information on the CNSC’s environmental assessment process, please visit:
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/environmental-assessments/index.cfm

Best regards,

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc

Environmental Assessment Officer, Technical Support Branch
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 613-947-3209

Agente en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique
Commission canadienne de slreté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tél : 613-947-3209

























From: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN),
'b-tsannie@hotmail.com’; 'nvp.glen@sasktel.net'; 'leonardmontgrand@yahoo.ca';,
'csayazie@hotmail.com';_'louiemercredi.fdl@sasktel.net'; 'Garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com’;
‘chiefl@birchnarrows.ca'; 'lawrence.mcintyre@erfn.net'; 'receptionist@mltc.net’;

'eileenmorrison62@yahoo.ca';_'nvp.mike @sasktel.net'; 'mcalette@mns.work'; 'jtsanniejr@pagc.net’;

To:

° 'mcalette@mns.work'; 'b.merasty@mns.work'; 'geraldmorin@hotmail.com'; 'earl.cook@nortep.ca';
'tibbeavereye@hotmail.com'; 'clhmercredi@sasktel.net'; 'victorf@sasktel.net';
'fdlreception@sasktel.net';_'Linda.mcnabb@yathinene.com'; 'bandmanager @birchnarrows.ca';
'cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com'; 'vince.pinehousedc@sasktel.net';_'creemancan@gmail.com';,

. Public comment period on the Project Description for the proposed Wheeler River Project — Denison
Subject: R
Mines Corp.
Sent: 2019-05-31 4:07:00 PM
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good afternoon,

The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) is seeking.comments from the public and Indigenous groups on the project
description for the proposed Wheeler River Project (https://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80178/130098E. pdf).

The project involves the construction of a new uranium mining and processing operation located in the Athabasca Basin in
northern Saskatchewan, approximately 600 km north of the city of Saskatoon, 4 km west of Highway 914 and midway between
Cameco Corporation’s Key Lake Mill and McArthur River Mine.

The CNSC reviewed the project description and determined that it was written in accordance with the Prescribed Information
for the Description of a Designated Project Regulations. (These regulations are made under the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act, 2012). Detailed information about the project will be available in the environmental impact statement, which
Denison Mines Corp., the proponent, will submit at a later stage of the environmental assessment (EA) process.

Comments on the project description should be based on local, regional or traditional knowledge of the site or surrounding
environment, or provide any other relevant information that may help with the conduct of the EA. All comments received will
be considered public.

Written comments must be submitted by June 30, 2019, to:

Marcelle Phaneuf, Environmental Assessment Officer
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

P.O. Box 1046 Station B

280 Slater Street

Ottawa ON K1P 559

Telephone: 613-947-3209 or 1-800-668-5284

Fax: 613-995-5086

Email: cnsc.ea-ee.ccsn@canada.ca

Following receipt of comments on the project description, CNSC staff will consider all submissions received and make
recommendations to inform the Commission's decision on the scope of the factors to be considered in the EA. In addition,
CNSC staff will respond to all comments received from members of the public and Indigenous groups. The comments and
responses will be placed in a table and publicly posted to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Registry. Effort will be made
to group common issues together.

Following the Commission's decision on the EA scope, Denison Mines Corp. will then be required to provide to the CNSC an
environmental impact statement (EIS) for review. An EIS is a report that a proponent writes to present the technical studies and
findings of an EA. The CNSC's Generic Guidelines for the Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/pdfs/Environmental-Assessments/CEAA-
2012-Generic-EIS-Guidelines-eng.pdf) provide general instructions on preparing the EIS and information that must be included
in it in order to comply with CEAA 2012 requirements.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca or by telephone at 613-947-
3209.

Kind regards,
Marcelle

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc
Environmental Assessment Officer, Technical Support Branch
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada



marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 613-947-3209

Agente en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique
Commission canadienne de sOreté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tél : 613-947-3209



English River First Nation
Lands & Resources Office
301-2555 Grasswood Road

Saskatoon, SK S7T 0K1

English River
First Nation

Tel: 306.649.6111 Fax: 306.664.8923 E: cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com

June 19, 2019
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
280 Slater Street
Ottawa, ON.
Canada, K1P5S9 “VIA EMAIL marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca”

ATTN: Marcelle Phaneuf, Environmental Assessment Officer

Dear Madame:

RE: English River First Nation Traditional Territory

[ write further to our telephone conversation of June 17, 2019, wherein you invited ERFN to
provide comment on Denison Mines Corporation’s (Denison) Wheeler River Project.

As the Lands & Resources Officer, and a member of the English River First Nation (ERFN), I
would like to take this opportunity to reinforce with the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
(CNSC), ERFN’s claim to our Traditional Territory in Northern Saskatchewan.

ERFN is the First Nation impacted by Denison’s proposed Wheeler River Project for the
following reasons:

1. The ERFN Traditional Land Map that was developed in the 1990’s clearly illustrates the fact
that Denison’s Wheeler River Project falls squarely within ERFN’s Traditional Territory.
This map was developed using the historical oral knowledge from ERFN Elders, along with
contemporary ERFN land users thereby establishing the boarders of ERFN Territory. The
map indicates trap lines, routes of travel, sites of historic interest, burial sites, and ERFN
Reserve Lands;

2. The Wheeler River project is located within 100 km of 7 of ERFN’s reserve lands. In
selecting Treaty Land Entitlement lands, ERFN chose to strategically select reserve lands
throughout Northern Saskatchewan, within close proximity to Cree Lake. Cree Lake is the
heart of the English River First Nation Traditional Territory. The TLE Land selections were



made to protect ERFN’s claim to the area, so that our members may continue to carry on our
traditional way of life- hunting, fishing, and trapping as we have done for generations; and

3. The Wheeler River project falls within the N-16 / N-18 Fur block which was amalgamated
in 1992 by the users of those Fur blocks- the members of ERFN. It is an open Fur block,
however only ERFN members use it. The president of the Fur block is Norman Wolverine-
retired ERFN Lands Manager, traditional land user, and ERFN Member. The families that
have trap lines within the Fur block are all ERFN members; the family names are: John,
Wolverine, Campbell, McIntyre, Lariviere, Janvier, Gunn, George, Dawatsare, etc. These
are historical family trap lines that have been used by generations.

For the above noted reasons, ERFN asserts our standing as the impacted Indigenous community.
And as such, we look forward to continuing the engagement and consultation process.

Sincerely,

Cheyenna Cappbel; B A7, LL.B.
Lands & Resources Officer
English River First Nation

ce:
Carolanne Inglis-McQuay — Denison Mines
Chief Lawrence MclIntyre - English River First Nation

/CRC



From: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN),
!cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com'; 'csayazie@hotmail.com'; 'tlbbeavereye@hotmail.com';
'louiemercredi.fdl@sasktel.net'; 'clhmercredi@sasktel.net'; 'victorf @sasktel.net';
‘fdlreception@sasktel.net';_'b-tsannie@hotmail.com’';_'moniquethomas2016@gmail.com’;
'pdenechezhe@gmail.com';'nvp.glen@sasktel.net'; 'leonardmontgrand@yahoo.ca';
'mcalette@mns.work'; 'b.merasty@mns.work'; 'geraldmorin@hotmail.com'; 'earl.cook@nortep.ca';

Bec: 'nvp.mike @sasktel.net'; 'vince.pinehousedc@sasktel.net'; 'chiefl@birchnarrows.ca';
'bandmanager@birchnarrows.ca'; 'elmercampbell35@gmail.com'; 'receptionist@mltc.net';
'jtsanniejr@pagc.net'; 'creemancan@gmail.com';_'garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com';
'Linda.mcnabb@yathinene.com';_'michael.dawe @yathinene.com'; Wylie, Doug (CNSC/CCSN); Zenobi,
Adam (CNSC/CCSN);

Subject: Wheeler River Project - Commission Decision on the scope of the EA

Attachments: Record_of Decision_-_Denison_Mines_Corporation_-

' _Scope_of _EA_on_the_proposed_Wheeler_River_Project.pdf

Sent: 2019-12-24 8:53:00 AM

Good day,

On December ZOth, 2019, the Commission issued a decision on the scope of an environmental assessment for the
proposed Wheeler River project. For your convenience, | have attached the Record of Decision to this email. You may
also find it on the Registry here.

In the next few weeks, the CNSC will send you a formal letter regarding this decision. The letter will also outline the
next steps in the EA process as well as provide information related to participant funding (PFP) for this project.

As always, | am available for any questions or comments related to the Wheeler River project by phone or email.
Best regards and best wishes for the holiday season.

Marcelle

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc
Environmental Assessment Officer, Technical Support Branch
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada

marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 613-947-3209

Agente en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique
Commission canadienne de sdreté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada

marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tél : 613-947-3209



From: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN) on behalf of Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN)

To: 'jerry.bernard@erfn.net'

Cc: Jamie.dickson@desnedhe.com';_'cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com’;,

Subject: Letter re Notice of Commission Decision on Scoping of EA for Wheeler River Project and Next Steps
Attachments: E-DOCS-#6089398-v2A-Letter_-_CNSC_to_ERFN_-_Wheeler_River_-_Notification....doc

Sent: 2020-03-20 2:33:38 PM

Dear Chief Jerry,

On behalf of the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC), please accept my congratulations on your recent election as
Chief of English River First Nation (ERFN). The CNSC looks forward to working with you in continuing to build a long term,
meaningful relationship with ERFN.

The purpose of the attached letter is to notify you that on December 20, 2019, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
(CNSC) made a decision on the scope of factors to be considered in the environmental assessment of the Wheeler River
Project (the Project) proposed by Denison Mines Corp (Denison).

The letter also informs you of the next steps in the EA process, including the fact that Denison Mines Corp has suspended
activities on the environmental assessment.

| remain available for any questions or comments by phone or email,

Best regards

Marcelle

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc

Environmental Assessment Officer, Technical Support Branch

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada

marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 613-947-3209

Agente en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique

Commission canadienne de s(ireté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada

marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tél : 613-947-3209



I * Canadian Nuclear Commission canadienne
Safety Commission  de s(reté nucléaire

March 20, 2020 e-Doc: 6089398

Chief Bernard Jerry
English River First Nation
Box 30

Patuanak, SK SOM 2HO
jerry.bernard@erfn.net

Subject: Notice of Commission Decision on the Scope of the EA for Denison Mines’ Proposed
Wheeler River Project and Status of the Project

Dear Chief Jerry:

On behalf of the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC), please accept my congratulations on
your recent election as Chief of English River First Nation (ERFN). CNSC staff looks forward to
working with you in continuing to build a long term, meaningful relationship with ERFN. The purpose
of this letter is to notify you that on December 20, 2019, the Commission made a decision on the scope
of factors to be considered in the environmental assessment (EA) of the Wheeler River Project (the
Project) proposed by Denison Mines Corp (Denison).

The Commission, pursuant to section 19 of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA
2012), determined the scope of factors to be considered in the EA for the Project to include the factors
mandated by paragraphs 19(1) (a) to (h) of the CEAA 2012, with no additional factors. The
Commission understands that, pursuant to subsection 19(3) of CEAA 2012, the EA for the Project will
consider Indigenous traditional knowledge and community knowledge. See the enclosed copy of the
Record of Decision for more details (Appendix A).

Indigenous Consultation

The CNSC, as an agent of the Government of Canada and as Canada’s nuclear regulator, recognizes
and understands and values the importance of consulting and building relationships with Indigenous
peoples in Canada.

As an Indigenous group with interest in this project, the CNSC is interested in hearing any views you
may have with respect to the project. The CNSC encourages you, throughout the EA process and
including but not limited to the review and comment periods, to:
e advise the CNSC of any adverse impacts the project may have on your Nation’s potential or
established Indigenous and/or treaty rights; and if so
e clearly indicate the specific right(s) that may be affected, the specific impact(s) on those
right(s), how those impacts can be mitigated as well as any evidence that will help in
understanding these concerns;

280 Slater Street, Post Officg Box 1046, Station B [ L4 | 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5S9 Canada ana a Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 589 Canada
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca

Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca



e provide local and Indigenous knowledge to support determination of potential impacts and
potential mitigation measures; and

e advise the CNSC of how you and your Nation would like to be consulted by the Crown as part
of the regulatory review process for this project.

ERFN’s participation in the EA is intended to be supported through the CNSC’s Participant Funding
Program (PFP). Please note that should additional funding be needed by ERFN, beyond the funding
that will be awarded through the PFP, requests or applications for additional funding will be
considered by the CNSC on a case-by-case basis.

Current Status and Next Steps

Now that the scoping decision had been rendered by the Commission, the next step in the process will
be the submission by Denison of a draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). On March 20, 2020,
Denison placed a hold on EA activities related to the Project. Therefore, the CNSC does not anticipate
the draft EIS to be submitted in 2020.

As part of the EA process, ERFN will have the opportunity to provide comments on Denison’s draft
EIS once it is submitted. In later steps of the process, ERFN will also have the opportunity to comment
on CNSC staff’s Environmental Assessment (EA) Report and Commission Member Document (CMD),
and to submit comments to the Commission for an eventual EA hearing as a written intervention and/or
oral presentation. In addition, CNSC staff will continue to reach out with offers to meet and conduct
additional consultation and engagement activities throughout the EA process.

The first phase of PFP, for the review of the draft EIS, will be available some months prior to the draft
EIS being submitted. The CNSC will be offering $150,000, to be disbursed among all eligible
applicants, to help in the review of the draft EIS. A second phase of PFP will be announced at a later
date, to help in the review of the EA report and CMD, and to prepare an intervention for an EA
hearing.

Please visit the CNSC’s PFP funding opportunities webpage for more information, including the
application process for the Participant Funding Program: http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-
commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/index.cfm If you have questions about the PFP
please contact the PFP Administrator toll-free at 1-800-668-5284, or by e-mail at
cnsc.pfp.ccsn@canada.ca.

If you have any questions relating to this project during the EA process, or would like to discuss having
a meeting with CNSC staff, please contact me by phone at 613 947-3209 or by email at
marcelle.phaneuf(@canada.ca.

Yours sincerely,



Marcelle Phaneuf
Environmental Assessment Officer, Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

Enclosure: Appendix A: Record of Decision DEC 19-H111 in the Matter of Denison Mines
Corporation — Decision on the Scope of an Environmental Assessment of the Proposed
Wheeler River Project

c.C.: C. Campbell, ERFN
P. Fundarek, C. Cianci, C. Cattrysse, M. Landon, S. Akhter, A. Levine, A. Zenobi,
CNSC
A. Sadik, B. England, SEASB



From: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN),

To: 'jerry.bernard@erfn.net'; 'cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com’;
Fundarek, Peter (CNSC/CCSN); Nana-Owusua Kwamena (CNSC/CCSN)_(nana-

Cc: owusua.kwamena@canada.ca); Cattrysse, Clare (CNSC/CCSN); Akhter, Salman (CNSC/CCSN); Froess, Ryan
(CNSC/CCSN); Zenobi, Adam (CNSC/CCSN);_'Sadik, Aimann ENV'; England, Brianne ENV;,

Subject: Update Letter re Wheeler River Project and Next Steps

Attachments: E-DOCS-#6490512-v1-2021-02-15_-_Letter_-_CNSC_to_ERFN_-_Restart_of_EA_activities.PDF

Sent: 2021-02-15 10:15:00 AM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Chief Jerry,

The purpose of the attached letter is to provide you an update on the status of the proposed Wheeler project and
its environmental assessment under CEAA 2012, as well as the next steps in the EA process including the potential
for consultation with the CNSC.

| remain available for any questions or comments by phone or email,

Best regards
Marcelle Phaneuf

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc

Environmental Assessment Specialist, Technical Support Branch
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tel: 343-551-4196 ** NEW**

Spécialiste en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique
Commission canadienne de sOreté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca / Tél : 343-551-4196 ** NOUVEAU**



I * Canadian Nuclear Commission canadienne
Safety Commission  de s(reté nucléaire

February15™, 2021 e-Doc: 6482767

Chief Bernard Jerry
English River First Nation
Box 30

Patuanak, SK SOM 2HO0
jerry.bernard@erfn.net

Subject: Notice of restart of activities on the Federal Environmental Assessment (EA) for
Denison Mines’ Proposed Wheeler River Project

Dear Chief Jerry:

The purpose of this letter is to notify you that Denison Mines Corp (Denison) has notified the CNSC
that they have resumed Environmental Assessment (EA) activities related to the Wheeler River Project
(the Project) on January 01, 2021, which is undergoing an EA under the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA, 2012). The CNSC has also received a revised project description from
Denison Mines Corp. for the Wheeler River Project (https://www.ceaa-
acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178). The revisions do not constitute material changes to the project
and therefore public consultation is not required.

Current Status and Next Steps

The next step in the EA process will be the submission by Denison of a draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS). Denison has indicated that this submission can be anticipated in early 2022,

As part of the EA process, English River First Nation (ERFN) will have the opportunity to provide
comments on Denison’s draft EIS once it is submitted as part of the public review period. In later steps
of the process, ERFN will also have the opportunity to comment on CNSC staff’s Environmental
Assessment (EA) Report and Commission Member Document (CMD), and to submit comments to the
Commission for an eventual EA Commission hearing as a written intervention and/or oral presentation.

In addition, CNSC staff will continue to reach out with offers to meet and conduct additional
consultation and engagement activities throughout the EA process with ERFN. As an Indigenous group
with interest in this project, the CNSC is interested in hearing any views you may have with respect to
the project. The CNSC encourages you, throughout the EA process and including but not limited to the
review and comment periods, to:
e advise the CNSC of any adverse impacts the project may have on your Nation’s potential or
established Indigenous and/or treaty rights; and if so
e clearly indicate the specific right(s) that may be affected, the specific impact(s) on those
right(s), how those impacts can be mitigated as well as any evidence that will help in
understanding these concerns;

280 Slater Streoettt;;vc;st&ftf:r?oBlgié%ﬁé Séztrig:jg C Il*l 280 rue Slater, Case postale 1046, Succursale B
Fax: 613-995-5086 nuclearsafety.gc.ca a,na, a Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 559 Canada

Télécopieur : 613-995-5086 suretenucleaire.gc.ca
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e provide local and Indigenous knowledge to support determination of potential impacts and
potential mitigation measures; and

e advise the CNSC of how you and your Nation would like to be consulted by the Crown as part
of the regulatory review process for this project.

In addition, the CNSC will be making funding available to support ERFN’s participation throughout
the EA process through the CNSC’s Participant Funding Program (PFP).

The first phase of PFP, for the review of the draft EIS, will be announced by May of 2021. The CNSC
will be offering funding, to be disbursed among all eligible applicants, to help in the review of the draft
EIS. A second phase of PFP will be announced at a later date, to help in the review of the EA report
and CMD, and to prepare an intervention for an EA hearing. Please note that should additional funding
be needed by ERFN, beyond the funding that will be awarded through these PFP opportunities,
requests or applications for additional funding will be considered by the CNSC on a case-by-case basis.

Please visit the CNSC’s PFP funding opportunities webpage for more information, including the
application process for the Participant Funding Program: http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-
commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/index.cfm. If you have questions about the PFP
please contact the PFP Administrator toll-free at 1-800-668-5284, or by e-mail at
cnsc.pfp.ccsn@canada.ca.

If you have any questions relating to this project during the EA process, or would like to discuss
organizing a meeting with CNSC staff, please contact me by phone at 343-551-4196 or by email at
marcelle.phaneuf@canada.ca.

Yours sincerely,
Marcellts Phaneauf

Marcelle Phaneuf
Environmental Assessment Officer, Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

c.C.. C. Campbell, ERFN
P. Fundarek, N. Kwamena, C. Cattrysse, S. Akhter, R. Froess, A. Zenobi, CNSC
A. Sadik, B. England, SEASB
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From: Froess, Ryan (CNSC/CCSN),
cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com’; jerry.bernard@erfn.net; jamie.dickson@desnedhe.com;,

To: lirene.apesis@erfn.net’;

Cc: Phaneuf, Marcelle (CNSC/CCSN); Adam Zenobi (CNSC/CCSN)_(adam.zenobi@canada.ca);
Subject: Denison Wheeler River Project and Next Steps

Sent: 2021-03-26 3:22:00 PM

Good afternoon Chief Bernard and Mrs. Campbell,

I am following up on a letter that was sent by the CNSC to English River First Nation (ERFN) on February 15th, 2021, regarding
the Wheeler River Project (the Project) proposed by Denison Mines Corp, which is undergoing an EA under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA, 2012). The purpose of the letter was to inform ERFN that Denison had notified
the CNSC that they had resumed Environmental Assessment (EA) activities related to the Project.

| am reaching out on behalf of myself and Marcelle Phaneuf (EA specialist responsible for the proposed project at the CNSC).
The CNSC would like to meet with ERFN to provide an update on the status of the proposed Project and its environmental
assessment under CEAA 2012, as well as the next steps in the EA process including consultation and engagement activities
with ERFN by the CNSC throughout the EA process. As an Indigenous Nation with direct interest in this project, the CNSC is
interested in hearing any views you may have with respect to the project including but not limited too the following:

* any adverse impacts the project may have on your Nation’s potential and/or established Indigenous and/or treaty
rights;

e how specific right(s) that may be affected, the specific impact(s) on those right(s), how those impacts can be
mitigated;

e opportunities to provide Indigenous knowledge to support determination of potential impacts and potential
mitigation measures;

e advise the CNSC of how your Nation would like to be consulted by the Crown as part of the regulatory review process
for this project (e.g. opportunity to work together to develop a Terms of Reference or plan for consultation for the
Wheeler River Project EA and through the regulatory process).

In addition, as outlined in the letter the CNSC will be making funding available to support ERFN’s participation throughout
the EA process through the CNSC’s Participant Funding Program (PFP). The first phase of PFP, for the review of the draft EIS,
will be announced by late Spring of 2021.

The CNSC is committed to building meaningful and long-term relationships with ERFN. We would like to propose to set up a
meeting with ERFN in the spring of 2021 to discuss next steps in the EA and consultation process, opportunities to
collaborate early on in the EA process, and understand how the project may impact ERFN’s rights and interests.

We (are flexible and are looking forward to meeting virtually) on dates that work best for your Nation.
Thank you,

Ryan Froess

Senior Policy Advisor, Policy, Aboriginal, and International Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

ryan.froess(@canada.ca | Cell: 306-914-7892

Conseiller Principal des Politiques, Division des Politiques et des Affaires autochtones et Internationales
Commission Canadienne de Stireté Nucléaire
ryan.froess(@canada.ca | Cell: 306-914-7892



Boser, Sydney

Subject: FW: ERFN / Denison Meeting
Location: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/857965870367
pwd=MENnbzFqcndCMU4ya0JsbOR1clg0QT09

Start: Wed 2021-03-31 12:00 PM
End: Wed 2021-03-31 1:00 PM
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded
Organizer: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay

EXTERNAL EMAIL - USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE - FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE

From: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay <cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com>

Sent: March 24, 2021 10:36 AM

To: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay; Jenny Wolverine; Brett Bradshaw; David Bronkhorst; Janna Switzer; Phaneuf, Marcelle;
Sadik, Aimann ENV; England, Brianne ENV; Froess, Ryan

Subject: ERFN / Denison Meeting

When: March 31, 2021 12:00 PM-1:00 PM (UTC-06:00) Saskatchewan.

Where: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85796587036?pwd=MENnbzFqcndCMU4ya0JsbOR1clg0QT09

Carolanne Inglis-McQuay is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Denison Presentation with ERFN Leadership
Time: Mar 31, 2021 12:00 PM Saskatchewan

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85796587036?pwd=MENnbzFgcndCMU4ya0JsbOR1clg0QT09

Meeting ID: 857 9658 7036

Passcode: 12345

One tap mobile
+15873281099,,85796587036#,,,,*12345# Canada
+16473744685,,85796587036#,,,,*12345# Canada

Dial by your location

+1 587 328 1099 Canada
+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada
+1 204 272 7920 Canada



+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

Meeting ID: 857 9658 7036

Passcode: 12345

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kpzZKRKk6




Boser, Sydney

Subject: FW: HOLD: ERFN Virtual Meeting
Location: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88103422958?
pwd=Yld3dmZXZXRGQndYSTg2S09NYkNnZz09

Start: Wed 2021-03-31 6:00 PM
End: Wed 2021-03-31 8:30 PM
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded
Organizer: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay

EXTERNAL EMAIL - USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE - FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE

From: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay <cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com>

Sent: March 19, 2021 4:26 PM

To: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay; Chad Sorba; Xavier Lu Dac; Janna Switzer; David Bronkhorst; Brett Bradshaw; Michael
Dawe; Kara Wolfe; Phaneuf, Marcelle; Froess, Ryan; Sadik, Aimann ENV; Dereniwski, Jeff ENV; England, Brianne ENV
Cc: Jennifer Skilnick; Dana Harris

Subject: HOLD: ERFN Virtual Meeting

When: March 31, 2021 6:00 PM-8:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Saskatchewan.

Where: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88103422958?pwd=YId3dmZXZXRGQndYSTg2S09NYkNnZz09

Carolanne Inglis-McQuay is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Community Meeting with ERFN and Denison
Time: Mar 31, 2021 06:00 PM Saskatchewan

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88103422958?pwd=YId3dmZXZXRGQNndYSTg2S09NYkNnZz09

Meeting ID: 881 0342 2958

Passcode: 12345

One tap mobile
+16475580588,,88103422958#,,,,¥12345# Canada
+17789072071,,88103422958#,,,,¥12345# Canada

Dial by your location

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada
+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada



+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 881 0342 2958
Passcode: 12345

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbXvtFwYrB




Summary of Meeting with English River First Nation and Canadian Nuclear
Safety Commission

June 8th, 2021 —2:00 pm to 3:30 pm CST

Location: TEAMS meeting

Attendees:
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) English River First Nation (ERFN)
Adam Levine, Team Lead, Indigenous Relations Cheyenna Campbell — ERFN Lands Manager

Ryan Froess, Senior Advisor, Indigenous Relations | Jessica Ward — Shared Values Solutions (SVS)

Marcelle Phaneuf, Environmental Specialist, EAD

Related documents:

Agenda — Meeting #1 — June 8", 2021.

Introductions — CNSC (Denison EA) and ERFN

ERFN - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project

CNSC - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project

CNSC/ERFN - Opportunities for collaboration (ToR, Rights Impacts Assessment, federal/provincial
review team, PFP other)

Next Monthly Meeting #2 - July 13™, 2021 — Topics of Interest and Action Items from Meeting #1

EDOCs #6471800 and #6515310 sent as attachments for ERFN for future discussion. EDOC # 6579232 was
the CNSC presentation that was sent to ERFN and discussed during the meeting.

Purpose: Meeting between the CNSC and ERFN to discuss the Environmental Assessment for Denison’s
proposed Wheeler River Project. Initial meeting was to discuss potential opportunities for the CNSC and
ERFN to collaborate and work together and to discuss consultation approach on the Denison’s Wheeler
River Project and continue to build upon and strengthen the relationship between the CNSC and ERFN.

Topics Discussed:

1. ERFN Update on Denison’s Wheeler River Project

Cheyenna provided the group with an update on the work that has been taking place with Denison on the
EA and what is currently planned moving forward including:

e Traditional Knowledge/Traditional Land Use Study (TK/TLUS) study — call for consultants is going
out soon and will be working with community members including elders, youth, others to discuss
traditional and current resource use in the Denison Wheeler River area and region. A report will
be produced for Denison and incorporated into the Draft EIS.

Document Number: #6586870 Page 1 of 5



e Socio-economic study — Study will include a baseline understanding of the current socio-economic
conditions that currently exist with ERFN and their communities and hope to work with a number
of community members on the study.

e Review of Draft EIS — Will be completed by SVS and ERFN.

Shared Values Solutions is working with ERFN on the Wheeler River Project through the EA process
and ERFN will be helping to co-draft components/sections of the EA with Denison.

CNSC/ERFN - There was a discussion about confidentially of the TK/TLUS study and who will own the
final product that is being completed and how or if it might be shared? There are many ways of going
about it including confidential clauses or only sharing portions of it. CNSC staff confirmed that the
CNSC has mechanisms to ensure the confidentiality of any sensitive information shared by ERFN.

CNSC — It is important for CNSC staff’s consultation process for ERFN to share the TK/TLUS as early as
possible with the CNSC so we can work together to better understand how ERFN rights and interests
may be potentially impacted by the proposed project and if so how they can best be mitigated and
potentially accommodated.

SVS —ERFN’s current plan is to share the final TK/TLUS report with the community and then the report
would be utilized by Denison and incorporated into the EA.

2. CNSC Update on Denison’s Wheeler River Project

e Brief update on the EA process was provided as well as timelines on where the project was
at in the process. Denison has communicated to CNSC the Draft EIS should be completed in
Q1 or early Q2 of 2022. EA hearing before the commission could be 2-3 years from now so
we do have time but it is great to have all of the discussions early on within the process and
there is a lot of work we can do collaboratively (if interested) if we start early.

e Marcelle briefly touched on the difference in the CNSC consultation process and some of the
differences’ between the provincial consultation process.

e CNSC shared some documents (EDOCs #6471800 and 655310) with ERFN for future
discussion on the CNSC expectations of the proponent that they will need to fulfill.

e Cheyenna asked about what opportunities the CNSC may be able to offer and have available
to work together on the Denison Wheeler River EA process.

3. CNSC/ERFN - Opportunities for collaboration (ToR, Rights Impacts Assessment,
federal/provincial review team, PFP, other)

e Terms of reference (ToR) - CNSC staff and ERFN had a discussion on a possible ToR for
consultation on the project and other options available. ERFN expressed an interest in developing
a ToR for consultation with the CNSC for the project and EA process. CNSC to share ToR template
and both parties can work on together over the next few months to develop one for the Denison
project.

e Federal - Provincial review team — If ERFN is interested there are also is the opportunity of having
one member of the ERFN team who participates in the Federal - Provincial EA review team
alongside other experts from other departments such as Health Canada, Department of Fisheries
and Oceans , Transport Canada , the Province of Saskatchewan, Saskatchewan Health Authority

Document Number: #6586870 Page 2 of 5



and others. The expectation is that the ERFN representative would work as part of the team and
would provide expertise in the area of ERFN rights and interests. This is also something we can
discuss as part of future monthly meetings.

e Rights Impact Assessment (RIA) — Adam talked about CNSC’s approach to RIA and offer for CNSC
to work with ERFN to complete a RIA for the project if interested. CNSC staff’s approach to RIAhas
been benchmarked and modelled off the RIA methodology developed by the Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada. CNSC is happy to come back and give a more detailed presentation on the topic
at a later date should there be interest.

ERFN/CNSC General comments —ERFN noted that this is a great start and there are a lot of options for
consultation on the project and ERFN is interested but there is a lot of information and ERFN will need
time to digest what was discussed. ERFN and CNSC will discuss a path forward as part of upcoming
meetingsAction 1: CNSC (Ryan) - Follow up with ERFN to send a template for ToR for the project, EA and
consultation process t.

Action 2: CNSC/ERFN - Work together to Draft a ToR in summer of 2021 for the proposed Project.

4. Next Monthly Meeting #2 - July 13, 2021 - Topics/Presentations of Interest and Action Items
from Meeting #1

Discussions occurred about the best approach to communicate and engage with ERFN membership and
broader community going forward as well as next steps for working on the EA.

Marcelle talked about the opportunity in the future for CNSC staff to travel and present to ERFN
leadership and community members about who the CNSC is, our role as the regulator and learn more
about any concerns the Nation may have (when the COVID - 19 travel restrictions allow CNSC staff to
travel). CNSC staff would like to visit the community ideally a few times throughout the EA process.
Once the Draft EIS is received from Denison, CNSC would like to meet with ERFN leadership, the
community, youth, and elders to hear their concerns and validate what was written in the Draft EIS and
once the CNSC staff’s EA Report is completed to come back and present the results of the EA Report to
the community.

Action 4: CNSC to share the phase 1 PFP opportunity once released. This phase pf funding will cover the
Draft EIS comment period, and related consultation activities. Additional funding opportunities will also
be made available including support for the Drafting/implementation of the ToR, and support for the
participation in the later phases of the EA process including the review of the CNSC staff's EA Report,
Commission Member Document and participation in the Commission hearing.

Follow-up Actions:

Actions Items Response/Proposed Dates
1. CNSC (Ryan) - Follow up with ERFN to send a
template for ToR for the project CNSC will send week of June 21*

2. CNSC staff and ERFN to work to Draft a ToR for | Summer 2021
consultation on the Project and EA process.

3. CNSC/ERFN will continue to meet on a monthly | Summer to early fall 2021
basis and will have a deeper discussion on the

Document Number: #6586870 Page 3 of 5



Federal Provincial Review Team (FPRT) and RIA
process at the next regular meeting.

4. CNSC to share PFP opportunities for the EA and Ongoing as opportunities and needs arise.
consultation processes once available .

Document Number: #6586870 Page 4 of 5
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Wheeler River Project and Rook | Project

Environmental Assessment
(EA) Process Overview

and
Indigenous participation

June 23, 2021
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Agenda

1. Introduction
* Wheeler River Project
* Rook | Project

2. CEAA 2012 EA Process

3. Timelines
* EA Timelines
* Wheeler River Project Timelines
* Rook | Project Timelines

4. Indigenous Consultation in the EA Process
5. Questions
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Wheeler River Project

* Joint venture project owned by Denison Mines Corp and JCU
Canada Exploration Company Ltd.
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Rook | Project

* Owned by NexGen Energy Ltd.

* Proposed uranium mine and mill development in the
southwestern area of Athabasca Basin region

* Underground and surface facilities to support mining and
processing of uranium ore
e Underground mining
* On-site milling
* Surface facilities for storage of waste
e Underground tailings management facility
* Effluent treatment centre
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Environmental Assessment Process
CEAA 2012 Environmental Assessments
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Outputs of the EA process

Technical Review of EIS
[submitted by the
proponent)

Indigenous Concerns Commission Member

Table EA Report (EAR) Documents (CMD) Commission Hearing EA Decision

Indigenous Rights

Assessment
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Environmental Assessment Process
Timelines




Canadian Nuclear
Safety Commission

i

Commission canadienne
de sdreté nucléaire

Environmental Assessment Process
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012

Legend

EA- Environmental Impact Assessment
PD: Project Description

EIS: Environmental lImpact Statement
PFP: Participant Funding Program
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A4

Wheeler River Project
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CEAA 2012 EA Process
Indigenous Consultation
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Indigenous Engagement and Consultation

Engagement

* CNSC requires licensees to engage with potentially affected Indigenous
peoples early in the development and throughout the life of their project

Consultation

* As an agent of the Crown, CNSC consults with potentially impacted Indigenous
peoples to understand and address potential impacts to Indigenous and/or
treaty rights from a project

* CNSC leads a whole-of-government approach to improve the
efficiency/effectiveness of engagement and consultation processes

Building long-term positive and trusted relationships with Indigenous peoples
in Canada
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Importance of Indigenous Participation in the EA Process

Understand the effects and potential impacts of the
project on potential or established Indigenous or

Treaty Rights

Incorporate Ensure mitigation and accommodation is
traditional considered to address effects and potential impacts

knowledge

Determine significance of adverse effects

The CNSC looks at potential impacts on the ability to exercise potential
and established Indigenous and Treaty Rights in the future, should the
project be allowed to proceed.

ta
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Indigenous Participation in the EA Process and EA Report

CNSC offers the following to potentially impacted indigenous groups:

* Regular correspondence and meetings to provide project updates throughout
 Completion of Traditional Knowledge and Land Use Studies

* Public comment periods (on the project description, draft EIS)

* Signing of Terms of References for consultation (if desired)

e Consultation on CEAA 2012 section 5(1)(c) effects due to the project

* |ssues and Concerns Tables

e Participation on the Federal and Provincial Review Team for the draft EIS

* Review of relevant sections of the EA Report

* Review of Rights Impact Assessments for the MNS

Funding is available for the activities listed above

¢a
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Summary of Meeting with English River First Nation and Canadian Nuclear
Safety Commission

September 21st, 2021 —2:00 pm to 3:30 pm CST

Location: TEAMS meeting

Attendees:

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC)

Jessica Wray — Senior Officer, Indigenous
Relations

Ryan Froess, Senior Advisor, Indigenous Relations
Marcelle Phaneuf, Environmental Specialist, EAD

Wish Yen, Environment Officer, EAD

English River First Nation (ERFN)

Cheyenna Campbell — ERFN Lands Manager

Related documents:

Agenda — Meeting #3 — September 215 2021.

ERFN - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project

CNSC - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project

CNSC/ERFN - Opportunities for collaboration (Terms of Reference (ToR), Rights Impacts Assessment
(RIA), Federal/Provincial Review Team, Participant Funding Program (PFP), other)

EDOC # 6595602 was the ToR that was sent to ERFN and discussed during the meeting.

Purpose: Meeting between the CNSC and ERFN to discuss the Environmental Assessment for Denison’s
proposed Wheeler River Project. Initial meeting was to discuss potential opportunities for the CNSC and
ERFN to collaborate and work together and to discuss consultation approach on the Denison’s Wheeler
River Project and continue to build upon and strengthen the relationship between the CNSC and ERFN.

Topics Discussed:

ERFN - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project

1. ERFN (Cheyenna) - Meeting with Denison moved to September 22", but to date, engagement
with Denison has been positive and seems effective
2. CEAA 2012 and Legal Requirements discussion
o CNSC cannot hold a proponent to the IAA 2019 standards legally, but the expectations

are CEAA 2012 and above.

o Denison has relayed to ERFN that they’re aiming to achieve IAA 2019 standards, and
although CNSC cannot confirm that Denison is actually attaining the standards of IAA
2019 as there are no written submissions, Denison’s efforts to engage are evident

Document Number: #6658273
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through meetings with ERFN, MN-S and the Ya' Thi Néné, Denison appears to be striving
to reach the standards of the IAA 2019.

3. CNSC staff (unless otherwise stated) - Rights Impact Assessment (RIA)

O

Both the EA and licensing processes triggers Duty to Consult —the CNSC prepares the
RIA, Issues and Concerns tables as part of this process.
CNSC conducts the RIA process separately from the proponent — the RIA highlights and
summarizes all consultation work completed with Indigenous groups
=  ERFN’s impact assessment would be co-drafted with the CNSC
= The RIA does not go to the proponent until the EA report is published, as an
appended section of the EA report
Impact assessment could be longer due to the historical and more prioritized land use
by the ERFN
= Cheyenna— If ERFN has a stronger land claim than the MN-S or the Ya’Thi Néné
will this will be captured in the RIA? They are interested in the prioritization of
their interests in comparison with the MN-S or the Ya’Thi Néné by both CNSC
and Denison.
ERFN is welcome to share with Denison any information related to the RIA, nothing is
privileged for CNSC. The only privacy concern for CNSC is to protect the information
ERFN shares with the CNSC.
Denison commitments through the EA or licensing process
= CNSC can play a facilitator role between ERFN and Denison if needed. Role could
include analysis of mitigation measures, follow-up monitoring (IEMP) etc.
= The CNSC will hold Denison to account for commitments, but there are
justifiable infringements
e Example — BC provincial projects — Caribou (SERA listed) impacts require
negotiations with various communities to ensure impacts are
acceptable to all parties, some parties may be more directly impacted
than others. In this scenario, different commitments were negotiated
with each individual group.
Collective rights to hunt, fish and harvest are currently listed for the community, but if
one individual could be impacted, would that person be considered in the RIA?
=  Example — Lone-trapper from ERFN impacted by the project, would he be
represented? This trapper would be a representative of the collective of the
ERFN. The CNSC works to protect the trapper’s rights under CEAA 2012 section
5(1)(c) and the collective rights of the Nations.
ERFN (Cheyenna) - It is imperative that Cree Lake and Wheeler River systems are
protected to ensure members of the ERFN are not impacted.
In the RIA, non-Indigenous persons would only be analyzed for human health impacts.
They do not have legal rights to trapping, hunting, fishing and would not be analyzed for
these impacts.
Interventions at a hearing do not have legal bearing/weight on the Commission’s
decision

4. EA Process

O

Once the EIS is submitted and all information requests (IRs) have been adequately
addressed, the technical review will trigger. A 60 day window in the technical review
with PFP available to complete this process. The technical review gives the ERFN an

Document Number: #6658273 Page 2 of 4



opportunity to participate. The goal is to submit IRs to the proponent to fill gaps, verify
accuracy and provide technical knowledge.

o ERFN will be able to apply for PFP to hire a consultant for the RIA — Cheyenna has
confirmed they would like to participate in this process.

o RIA Process

1) Identify impacts that could/may occur
2) Determine the impact — significance to the ERFN
3) Quantify the impact on the ERFN

o Timeline for RIA
= Denison is aiming to submit the EIS in Q2 of 2022 (June 2022)
= EISreview is anticipated to take a year — this is including the review of IRs
= RIAis slated to be completed in the next 20 months
o ERFN (Cheyenna) Denison has pulled some socio-economic data from desktop studies
from the census, and in confirmation meetings with ERFN, it was not accurate. The data
pulled does not represent the community because no one updates the data.
= Denison will rely on and integrate the socio-economic reports from the
community to fill in gaps for the project
5. Introduction/Refresher of the CNSC and our Role
o Cheyenna - A plain language executive summary of the RIA translated for elders and
members of the ERFN to understand would be ideal. This would provide reassurance to
the community and it is necessary to provide this document to the community to ensure
it is understandable
= Necessary to ensure community is aware that moose can be hunted, berries
won’t be contaminated, and all Rights will remain unchanged and manage the
impacts to rights
= |tisimperative that Cree Lake and Wheeler River systems are protected
o CNSC would be happy to participate and provide information on the process to the
community when it is safe to do so or possibly virtually if we have too.
= ERFN Participants (all Cheyenna)
e ERFN has a collection of family heads to participate and disseminate to
their families to ensure the information dissemination is less daunting.
Community consultation groups tend to have a negative attitude with
no particular comments that are applicable to the project.
e Chief and council, elders, Cheyenna, legal counsel of the ERFN and
possibly consultants would be something they would be interested in.
= A meeting on the CNSC and the role of the CNSC as a neutral regulator would be
ideal
= Aplan could be to present in Saskatoon due to outbreaks of COVID within
northern communities.
=  Ryan could assist with booking at Wanuskewin (Indigenous historical site in
Saskatoon)
= Virtual meeting for the Fall to do introductions, but in-person
meetings/collaboration would be ideal down the line
= Consideration of a virtual or in-person ceremony for the signing of the ToR?
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= |BA-—aclauseinthe IBA is to not oppose licensing — ERFN currently has an IBA
with Denison

o Adam Zenobi will provide guidance on PFP applications and requests as they come out
or we begin to work together through the TOR.

o Funds are flexible and can be shifted from EIS funding for the TOR or meetings

o The PFP is covered over three fiscal years and if funds are not available, they could
become available down the line

Upcoming CNSC events

e MocClean Lake Commission Hearing on 4" of October will be held virtually.
e UMMD ROR 8™ of Oct — not sufficient funds (funding was provided for the ROR review) —
Norman and Isadora = will have an elder provide opening and closing session.

Next Monthly meeting — October 12, 2021

- Next meeting will focus on the ToR, signing and the path forward towards implementation of
the ToR.

Follow-up Actions:

Actions Items Response/Proposed Dates
1. CNSC (Marcelle) to provide updates on the ToR
within the week (complete) and send to CNSC completed - September 23™

Cheyenna for review.

2. CNSC/ERFN will continue to meet on a monthly | Fall/Winter 2021
basis and will have a deeper discussion on the
Federal Provincial Review Team (FPRT) and RIA
process and implementation of the ToR once

signed.
3. CNSC to share PFP opportunities for the EA and Ongoing as opportunities and needs arise
consultation processes once available. for the project and in the ToR.
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Boser, Sydney

From: Froess, Ryan

Sent: October 13, 2021 10:36 AM

To: Cheyenna Campbell

Cc: Phaneuf, Marcelle; Adam Levine (adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca); Wish Yen
(wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca)

Subject: RE: CNSC Terms of Reference review

Attachments: E-DOCS-#6658273-v1-Meeting_Minutes_CNSC-ERFN_Sept_21_2021.DOCX.DRF; E-

DOCS-#6595602-v3-
DRAFT-_Terms_of_Reference_between_ERFN_and_CNSC_for_Denison_Wheeler_River_Pro
ject_docx_June_2021.DOCX.DRF

Categories: Denison

Good morning Cheyenna,

As discussed yesterday | have pushed our October monthly meeting back until October 26™ and then adjusted our
schedule to monthly there after.

| have attached the meeting notes from our September 21" meeting — let me know if you alright with these or if you had
any changes?

Finally, its great to hear that ERFN and CNSC are both committed to signing the ToR and working together in
collaboration on Denison’s Wheeler River Project. | have attached the last version we last sent with CNSC responses to
ERFN comments on September 23™. | will clean this version up and send over the Final ToR version this week if you have
no further comments/questions. We can move on to the signing, depending on how ERFN decides they want to proceed
for our next monthly meeting if you would like and then begin the next steps of working on the implementation of the
ToR together if that works? Let us know how you would like to proceed with signing and we would be happy to
coordinate.

Thanks again and give me a call if you have any questions.

Ryan Froess

Senior Policy Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

ryan.froess@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca | Cell: 306-914-7892
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Y S

. ~ years of nuclear safety in Canada
Bt ans de slreté nucléaire au Canada
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From: Froess, Ryan

Sent: September 22, 2021 11:54 AM

To: Cheyenna Campbell <cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com>

Cc: Phaneuf, Marcelle <marcelle.phaneuf@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Adam Levine (adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca)
<adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Wish Yen (wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca) <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>
Subject: RE: CNSC Terms of Reference review

Good morning Cheyenna,



Thanks for the meeting yesterday and great questions on RIA and discussion on the ToR for the Wheeler River
Project. As we move through the EA process | am sure ERFN will have many more questions for the CNSC and we are
always happy answer them. We are looking forward to meeting with the Chief, Council, and Elders when the timing is
right to explain who the CNSC is, the EA process, and share how ERFN and CNSC plan to work collaboratively on the
Wheeler River Project if you would like.

We have provided some responses to the ERFN comments in the ToR as we discussed yesterday. If you can confirm
ERFN is in agreement and perhaps send any others you need for final review that would much appreciated! We can
move on to the signing, depending on how ERFN decides they want to proceed when you feel is appropriate and then
begin the next steps of working on the implementation of the ToR together.

Thanks again and as always don’t hesitate to contact me or give me a call if you have any questions!

Ryan Froess

Senior Policy Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

ryan.froess@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca | Cell: 306-914-7892
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From: Cheyenna Campbell <cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com>
Sent: September 21, 2021 10:29 AM

To: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Subject: FW: CNSC Terms of Reference review

Hi Ryan!

Larry was able to take a look at the TOR . I have attached his comments for your review. Please fwd to your
team.

Chat this afternoon.

Chey.

Sent from my cell phone. Please excuse brevity, auto-correct, and spelling errors.

-------- Original message --------

From: Larry Innes <LInnes@oktlaw.com>

Date: 2021-09-21 8:09 a.m. (GMT-06:00)

To: Cheyenna Campbell <cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com>
Cc: Jamie Dickson <jamie.dickson@desnedhe.com>

Subject: Re: CNSC Terms of Reference review

Hey Chey —



I was out chasing caribou last week, so you likely got my autoreply, but I’ve done a mark-up on the TOR for
your review — hopefully this comes in time to be useful.

See what you think — happy to chat about any of it



From: Phaneuf, Marcelle

To: Cheyenna Campbell (cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com),
Cc: Froess, Ryan
Subject: Signed copy of Terms of Reference

E-DOCS-#6700787-v1-
FINAL_Terms_of_Reference_between_ERFN_and_CNSC_for_Denison_Wheeler_River_Project_docx_December_2021_Signed.PDF

Sent: 2021-12-13 3:52:00 PM

Attachments:

Dear Cheyenna,

Please find attached the Terms of Reference between the CNSC and English River First Nation, signed by both Chief Bernard and Haidy Tadros.
I look forward to exciting and innovative collaboration with you and English River on the Wheeler River project!

Best regards,

Marcelle

Marcelle Phaneuf, M.Sc

Environmental Assessment Specialist, Technical Support Branch

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca / Tel: 343-551-4196

Spécialiste en évaluation environnementale, Direction générale du soutien technique
Commission canadienne de siireté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada
marcelle.phaneuf@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca / Tél : 343-551-4196
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Terms for Consultation and Assessment Activities between
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) and English River
First Nation (ERFN)

(individually a “participant” and collectively the “participants”)

in respect of the Denison’s Wheeler River Project

December 2021

1. Participants Involved and Areas of Interest

English River First Nation (“ERFN”) on behalf of its community members, has identified
concerns and areas of interest with respect to the Wheeler River (“Project”) submitted by
Denison Mines Corp. (“Denison”). These include the potential for the Project’s
construction and ongoing operations to impact on ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty rights,
interests, culture, or traditional uses, ongoing community use of and reliance on the
Project area and areas in the vicinity of the Project, and the ERFN Peoples’ long-term
cultural relationship to and connection with the Wheeler River area.

The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (“CNSC” or “Commission”) is mandated to
regulate the use of nuclear energy and materials to prevent unreasonable risk to health,
safety, security, and the environment; to implement Canada’s international commitments
on the peaceful use of nuclear energy; and to disseminate objective scientific, technical,
and regulatory information to the public. As an agent of the Government of Canada and
as Canada’s nuclear regulator, the CNSC recognizes its responsibility to uphold the
honour of the Crown and meet its duty to consult with and, where appropriate,
accommodate the interests of ERFN when its decisions could potentially affect ERFN’s
Aboriginal and Treaty rights, interests, culture, or traditional uses.

The participants have expressed an interest in developing an ongoing working
relationship that will support the participants in attending to their respective roles and
responsibilities in respect of the Project and strengthening the participants’ ongoing
relationship that is needed over the life-cycle of the Project if approved.

2. Vision

ERFN and CNSC are committed to the establishment of a meaningful and collaborative
approach in respect of the consultation obligations, regulatory review and assessment
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processes, and life-cycle oversight and monitoring for the Project. The participants are
committed to strengthening their ongoing relationship that is needed over the life cycle
of the Project if approved.

3. Objectives

These Terms of Reference create a framework and affirm the commitment of the
participants to work cooperatively in the federal environmental assessment (“EA”)
process for the Project.

The objectives of this Terms of Reference are to provide procedures and principles that:

e Provide clarity on the roles and responsibilities of the participants;

e Affirm the participants’ commitment to ongoing, respectful, and open
communication —i.e., the participants involved come to the table with a view to
finding solutions, are open, listen and respect one another’s views;

e Establish a framework for consultation and collaborative assessment that is
responsive and flexible so that new information in respect of the significance of
potential Project effects on ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty rights, interests, culture,
and traditional uses, is properly understood and considered in the federal EA
process, in accordance with federal and ERFN guidance; and,

e Establish a framework for the participants’ collaboration and participation in the
federal EA process in a timely and efficient manner.

For all collaborative steps in the federal EA process outlined below, ERFN and CNSC staff
agree to use best and reasonable efforts to obtain common ground in addressing issues
as they arise.

Limitations of the Agreement

The following collaborative steps are in addition to the existing participation
opportunities (e.g., formal comment periods) that are offered throughout the CNSC'’s
regulatory review process and do not preclude ERFN’s participation in these activities. In
addition, these collaborative steps are specific to the federal EA process and separate
from the ongoing and parallel provincial EA process.

In addition, this agreement does not in any way limit ERFN in its ability to claim,

defend, respond to, or intervene in, any court or other proceeding(s), in order to
protect its Aboriginal and Treaty rights, interests, culture, or traditional uses.
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The processes established within these Terms of Reference will not be implemented,
interpreted, or construed, in a manner that would preclude the CNSC, as defined under
the Nuclear Safety and Control Act, from exercising their legislative authority and, for
greater clarity, shall in no way fetter the exercise of any discretionary authority granted
under the laws of Canada or in any way exempt the CNSC from fulfilling constitutional
obligations to consult and where necessary, accommodate ERFN in accordance with the
Honour of the Crown.

4. Technical Review of the Draft EIS Submission

Scope

An appointed representative (as selected by and acting on behalf of ERFN) will participate
as part of the federal review team in the technical review of the draft environmental
impact statement (“EIS”) submission. The federal review team (FRT) is made up of subject
matter experts from federal departments and agencies with specific expertise for the
project. As such, all members of the FRT, including the ERFN representative, are to review
the material provided under a technical lens through the scope of their specific mandate.
The ERFN representative in the FRT is a technical reviewer; their work does not include
raising issues and concerns that ERFN or ERFN members have about the project. For
greater clarity, the FRT is a technical working group, not a forum for s. 35 consultation.

The FRT takes part in all phases of the technical review of the draft EIS document and
provides comments to the CNSC. The appointed ERFN representative will participate as a
full member of the FRT, having the same rights and responsibilities as other team
members. During the course of the technical review, each member of the FRT may
request or participate in technical meetings between reviewers, the CNSC, and the
proponent, in any combination thereof, to assist in their review. The CNSC will coordinate
these meetings.

The FRT, including the appointed ERFN representative, may review the draft EIS
submission for conformity with the Generic Guidelines for the Preparation of an

Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the Canadian Environmental Assessment

Act, 2012 .. Once it is accepted, the FRT will then perform a technical review of the EIS.
The ERFN representative will review the draft EIS submission within its scope, and
provide written feedback to CNSC staff on whether there are any gaps with respect to
incorporation of ERFN’s Traditional/ Indigenous Knowledge and land use information,
evidence, as well as potential impacts of the Project on ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty
rights, interests, culture, or traditional uses. Any information gaps identified will be
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submitted as information requests (“IR”) to CNSC staff. It is to be noted that the ERFN
representative is not to review any material in the EIS that ERFN collaboratively drafted
or provided oversight in the drafting thereof with the proponent.

CNSC staff will compile all IRs from the FRT, and will submit a table of all comments
within scope of the review to the proponent for response. This iterative process
continues until all comments are addressed to the satisfaction of the CNSC in
collaboration with the review team.

Key Principles

Consistent with the timelines for the federal review team, ERFN’s appointed
representative will have up to 8 weeks to conduct the technical review of the draft EIS
and provide written feedback to CNSC staff in the form of IRs.

5. Review of Responses to Information Requests

Scope

Upon receipt of Denison’s responses to IRs, the ERFN appointed representative will
participate as part of the federal review team in the technical review of Denison’s IR
responses. The ERFN representative will review the responses to those IRs they authored,
and provide written feedback to CNSC staff on the sufficiency of information provided.

Key Principles

CNSC staff will take into consideration ERFN’s feedback and, if needed, discuss with the
ERFN representative the adequacy and sufficiency of proponent responses to the
identified IRs in ERFN’s purview prior to making a determination on the adequacy and
sufficiency of information in the revised EIS submission.

6. Rights Impact Assessment Approach

CNSC staff and ERFN are committed to collaborating on and carrying out a thorough,
evidence-based Rights Impact Assessment (“RIA”) for the Project.

The process for the RIA will be consistent with the Government of Canada’s
commitments with respect to recognition, protection, and upholding of the rights of
Indigenous peoples, including ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty rights.

The RIA is to be completed collaboratively between CNSC staff and ERFN. The process can
include the participation of Denison where appropriate. ERFN and CNSC staff will seek to
assess the adequacy of proposed measures, including follow-up and monitoring, and/or
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any other measures proposed by Denison, the CNSC, the Province of Saskatchewan, or
other Government organizations, to mitigate, avoid, or offset any identified or reasonably
foreseeable adverse impacts as a result of the Project on ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty
rights. The mutually agreed upon process steps, inputs, outputs, and principles to be
followed in the RIA process are detailed in Schedule “A” to these Terms of Reference.

7. Development of the EA Report

Scope

Following the CNSC’s acceptance of a final EIS submission, ERFN and CNSC staff will
collaborate on developing sections of CNSC staff’s EA Report that are related to
information or concerns provided by ERFN in respect to potential project impacts on
ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty rights, interests, culture, or traditional uses, as well as
ERFN Traditional/Indigenous Knowledge. For greater clarity, this expressly includes
the incorporation of ERFN’s Traditional/Indigenous Knowledge, rights-based and
cultural information, land use information, potential impacts of the proposed Project
on ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty rights, interests, culture, and traditional uses, and
other topics raised throughout ERFN’s participation in the collaborative, federal EA
process, guided by these Terms of Reference. These sections will be mutually agreed
upon between CNSC staff and ERFN, in advance of the development of CNSC staff’s
EA Report.

Key Principles

Collaborative development processes requires and means the joint drafting of the
relevant sections of the EA Report. CNSC and ERFN staff will determine how to
conduct the joint drafting process. The objective of ERFN and CNSC staff is to develop
mutually agreed upon language of the relevant sections in the EA Report.

Where common ground cannot be achieved following the application of the
“Common Ground Model” as described in Section 8 of these Terms of Reference, the
objective of each party is to independently document their diverging views. These
diverging views shall be written independently by each respective party holding said
view and the written views of each respective party shall be summarized in the EA
Report in an appropriate section or annex. The EA Report will make specific reference
to any relevant documentation submitted by ERFN on the matter.

It is important to note that all EA timelines referred to in this document are based on
CNSC staff’s service standard for completing an EA under CEAA 2012 within a 24-
month federal timeline. The participants will work towards drafting materials within
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reasonable and mutually agreed-upon timelines. ERFN’s appointed representative will
have up to 17 weeks to collaboratively draft those sections of the EA Report, including
those required for the inclusion of a summary of ERFN’s views where common ground
cannot be achieved. The parties commit to exercising best efforts in providing
ongoing communication as between the participants during this 17 week period.
Should these timelines not be met, ERFN and CNSC will apply the “Common Ground
Model” as described in section 8 of these Terms of Reference.

8. Common Ground Model

Where common ground is achieved

ERFN and CNSC staff agree to use all reasonable efforts to obtain common ground in
addressing all procedural, technical, and other issues as they arise throughout all steps in
the federal EA process and the RIA process, and the conduct of the participants in
relation thereto shall be in accordance with these Terms of Reference. Where common
ground is achieved, ERFN and CNSC staff will collaboratively develop, and mutually agree
upon all language reflecting the areas of common ground for all relevant
recommendations, reports, sections or other materials as outlined in these Terms of
Reference, to be issued by CNSC staff in respect of the Project, for the Commission’s
consideration.

Where common ground cannot be achieved

The participants will raise all diverging views with the Participants’ Principals in a timely
manner where it is reasonably foreseeable that common ground may not be achievable
after making all best efforts in order to facilitate discussions between the participants,
and further for the Participants’ Principals to provide their views and advice with a view
to achieving common ground. To the extent possible and reasonable, ERFN and CNSC
staff shall make efforts to consolidate issues raised before the Participants’ Principals to
promote efficiency and limit the need for each Participants’ Principals to resolve such
issues, as may be required by these Terms of Reference.

ERFN and CNSC staff shall be provided the opportunity to explain to the “Participants’
Principals” the relevant issue(s), the efforts to obtain common ground, and the reasons
why common ground could not be achieved. The Participants’ Principals may, upon their
own election, consult their respective legal advisors contemporaneously prior to, upon,
or following, receipt of the communication(s) of their respective representatives or staff,
and may do so prior to making their respective decisions, and further, may do so while
considering the issue with the other Participant’s Principal.
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Where common ground cannot be achieved following the application of the “Common
Ground Model” as described in Section 8 of these Terms of Reference, the objective of
each party is to independently document their diverging views. These diverging views
shall be written independently by each respective party holding said view and the written
views of each respective party shall be summarized in the EA Report in an appropriate
section or annex. The EA Report will make specific reference to any relevant
documentation submitted by ERFN on the matter.

Participants’ Principals

ERFN Party Principal: ERFN Chief or designate

CNSC Party Principal: Director General,

Directorate of Environmental and Radiation Protection and Assessment

9. Signatures
- g )

December 1%, 2021

Chief Jerry Bernard Date

English River First Nation

, o C 2
}ﬂ\tf"hi}‘ — e ’H_
December 1%, 2021
Haidy Tadros Date

Director General, Directorate of Environmental
And Radiation Protection and Assessment

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
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Schedule A: Rights Impact Assessment Process and Principles

Guiding Principles

CNSC staff and ERFN are committed to collaborating on and carrying out a thorough,
evidence-based Rights Impact Assessment (RIA) for the Denison Wheeler River Project
(the Project).

The process for the RIA will be consistent with the Government of Canada’s
commitments with respect to recognition, protection, and upholding of the rights of
Indigenous peoples, including ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty rights, interests, culture, or
traditional uses, specifically.

The RIA will be developed and completed in collaboration between CNSC staff and ERFN
with the aim of reaching consensus on the content of the RIA and its findings. Denison
may also participate in the process, where appropriate. ERFN and CNSC staff will seek to
assess the adequacy of proposed measures including mitigations, follow-up and
monitoring, and/or any other measures proposed by Denison, the CNSC, the Province of
Saskatchewan, or other Government organizations, to mitigate, avoid, or offset any
identified or reasonably foreseeable adverse impacts on ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty
rights as a result of the Project.

The federal EA and RIA process for the Project will include Traditional/Indigenous
Knowledge, in addition to the perspectives of ERFN members and ERFN leadership, and
will clearly demonstrate how this Traditional/Indigenous Knowledge has informed the RIA
and federal EA process, in accordance with these Terms of Reference or any other
mutually agreed upon process(es) as between the Participants to assist the CNSC in
conducting meaningful consultation with ERFN.

The Participants agree that the consideration of potential adverse impacts as a result of
the Project, to ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty rights, interests, culture, and traditional uses,
through a principled methodology will help improve the Commission’s decision-making
processes and advances the objectives of reconciliation. Processes and methodologies
that are collaboratively designed and mutually agreed upon by Indigenous peoples and
governments improve the understanding and assessment of a project’s potential effects
on Aboriginal and Treaty rights, interests, culture, or traditional uses. Further, by
establishing these cooperative processes early in the federal EA process, the CNSC may
better understand and consider the Traditional/Indigenous Knowledge and cultural
values of ERFN, as well as ERFN’s laws and traditions.

The goal of the RIA is for the Participants to reach a mutual understanding of the
significance of any identified potential or reasonably foreseeable impacts on ERFN’s
Aboriginal and Treaty rights, interests, culture, or traditional uses, arising as a result of
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the Project. In addition, the purpose of the assessment is to assess the adequacy of
proposed measures including mitigations, follow-up and monitoring, and/or any other
measures proposed by Denison, the CNSC, the Province of Saskatchewan, or other
Government organizations, to mitigate, avoid, or offset any identified or reasonably
foreseeable adverse impacts on ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty rights as a result of the
Project, and to communicate the processes, outcomes and recommendations of ERFN
and CNSC staff in a collaborative, mutually agreed upon manner, for the Commission’s
consideration in its decision-making process.

Process Steps

The RIA shall be collaboratively developed in accordance with the terms of the Terms of
Reference and mutually finalized as between CNSC staff and ERFN with a view to reaching
consensus on the content of the RIA and its findings. The process can include the
participation of Denison where appropriate. ERFN and CNSC staff will work towards
assessing the adequacy of proposed measures to address any identified adverse impacts
as a result of the Project, on ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty rights, interests, culture, or
traditional uses. ERFN and CNSC staff, and Denison where appropriate, will adhere to the
processes detailed below when completing the RIA for the Project. Conditions that
positively support and/or are required for the exercise of ERFN’s Aboriginal and Treaty
rights, interests, culture, and traditional uses, will be identified and clarified by ERFN in a
timely manner throughout the processes detailed below.

Process Step Inputs Lead (Partner)

Step 1: Identification of potentially ERFN Indigenous Knowledge, ERFN

impacted rights and interests. cultural practices and land use (CNSC)
information

ERFN Treaty Rights and claims

Step 2: Identification of how cumulative ERFN Indigenous Knowledge, ERFN and
effects, current territorial capacity and cultural practices and land use Denison
historical context affect the community’s information

current exercise of rights which forms the

i " ERFN Treaty Rights and claims
current baseline conditions.

Denison EIS
Step 3: Identification of potential project ERFN Indigenous Knowledge, ERFN and
interactions/pathways with identified rights | cultural practices and land use Denison
and interests (i.e. potential changes to information
curr.ent baseline conditions related to the ERFN Treaty Rights and claims
project).

Denison EIS
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Process Step

Inputs

Lead (Partner)

Step 4: Identification of severity of potential
project interactions with identified rights
and interests (including collaborative
development of criteria and steps to assess
and determine severity).

ERFN Indigenous Knowledge,
cultural practices and land use
information

ERFN Treaty Rights and claims

Denison EIS

ERFN, CNSC,
and Denison

Step 5: Identification of potential mitigation
and/or accommodation measures to
address identified potential project
interactions with identified rights and
interests

ERFN Indigenous Knowledge,
cultural practices and land use
information

ERFN Treaty Rights and claims

Denison EIS

ERFN, CNSC,
and Denison

Step 6: Identification of any residual
impacts after consideration of proposed
mitigation and/or accommodation
measures

ERFN Indigenous Knowledge,
cultural practices and land use
information

ERFN Treaty Rights and claims

Denison EIS

ERFN, CNSC,
and Denison

Step 7: Consideration of any additional
mitigation and/or accommodation
measures, should residual impacts be
identified, and conclusions on seriousness
of any remaining impacts or concerns

ERFN Indigenous Knowledge,
cultural practices and land use
information

ERFN Treaty Rights and claims

Denison EIS

ERFN, CNSC,
Province of
Saskatchewan
and Denison

Step 8: Documenting and submitting
process steps and outcomes to decision-
makers (the Commission)

- Collaborative drafting of stand-alone
rights impact analysis to be
appended to CNSC staff’s EA Report

- ERFN written and oral interventions
at Commission hearings

Final RIA addendum to EA Report

Final ERFN written and oral
interventions

ERFN and CNSC
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From: Froess, Ryan
Cc: Adam Zenobi (adam.zenobi@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca)
kevin.mercredi@outlook.com;_Chief Coreen Sayazie; b-tsannie @hotmail.com; Shea Shirley; Garrett

Bec: jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net; tcooksearson@llrib.ca; gchristiansen@llrib.ca;,
Iburnouf@mns.work; tex.mns@sasktel.net;_Eric Sylvestre; chiefl @birchnarrows.ca;
norma.catarat@outlook.com; Elmercampbell35@gmail.com;_glenmccallum;

Subject: CNSC Participant Funding Notice - Denison Mines Draft EIS

Sent: 2022-01-10 3:33:00 PM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Good afternoon,

Funding is available to assist Indigenous peoples, members of the public and stakeholders in the review of the draft
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Wheeler River project proposed by Denison Mines Corp. Denison is proposing to
develop an in situ recovery uranium mining and processing operation located in the Athabasca Basin in northern
Saskatchewan, approximately 600 km north of the city of Saskatoon, 4 km west of Highway 914 and midway between
Cameco Corporation’s Key Lake Mill and McArthur River Mine. Before the Commission can make a licensing decision, an
Environmental Assessment (EA) is required under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, along with an EA decision
affirming that the proposed activities will not cause significant adverse environmental effects. Please note that this first
phase of funding is intended to assist in the review of the draft EIS.

The deadline to submit a completed participant funding application is March 14, 2022.
For more information on the project and how to participate, go to https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-

funding-program/opportunities/pfp-review-draft-environmental-impact-statement-denison-mines-corp-wheeler-river-
project.cfm.

For questions about this specific funding opportunity, please contact:

Mr. Adam Zenobi

Participant Funding Program Administrator
613-415-2814

pfp@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca

Thanks,
Ryan Froess
Senior Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca| Cell: 306-914-7892

To unsubscribe, send an email to cnsc.info.ccsn@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca




From: Way, Jessica

To: Cheyenna Campbell (cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com)

Cc: Levine, Adam;_Yen, Wish; DeCoste, Laura; Mossop, Veronica; Akhter, Salman;_Froess, Ryan;
Subject: ERFN/CNSC - Denison Wheeler River Project - January 25th Monthly Meeting Minutes
Sent: 2022-02-04 1:44:15 PM

Hi Cheyenna,

Sorry for the delay, but please see below the meeting minutes from our meeting on January 25th,

We have a couple of follow ups to provide, in terms of information about the CNSC’s policy on confidentiality when it comes to
Indigenous Knowledge and | had committed to providing a snapshot of overall EA timelines; additional information to come next
week. | also wanted to note, a number of CNSC staff attended the meeting last week where Denison described the field test they
are proposing, including Salman and I. This relates to Salman’s action item, but we are still having discussions around this
internally and will provide an update on CNSC’s position on this when we can.

Meeting Minutes- January 25

Attendees: Cheyenna Campbell, Jes Way, Ryan Froess, Salman Akhter, Adam Levine, Wish Yen

Updates from ERFN:
e COVID situation: Outbreaks continue to be taking place within the communities and due to the less severe symptoms of
COVID, there is underreporting of cases (Vaccination rate is about 65%)
e Relationship with Denison: Still maintaining frequent communication related to the Wheeler River project
e Field Test of current in-situ model

e Denison has been updating the ERFN and ERFN consultants, EcoMetrics, on the field test with documentation,
providing presentations and information as requested

e Main concerns related to this project include protection of water, land, environment and people as this is the first
test of this type in Canada and uranium will be “mined” during the test.

e The ERFN has stated that they would like additional information from the CNSC related to this program as the CNSC
is a familiar and well-known regulator of nuclear substances. There is concern with solely the Province of
Saskatchewan leading the regulation on the field test as they are not a familiar regulator.

= The ERFN wants to ensure that safety standards and processes of the province are the same or better than
the CNSC. The decommissioning standards and environmental monitoring must also meet the same
standards or better as the CNSC.

= The ERFN requests guidance on the province’s standards so a similar level of trust can be developed in the
province as with CNSC

= The ERFN does not wish to cause delay in Denison’s schedule on the field test, but want to ensure all the
steps taken before the field test meet standards and will protect the health and safety of the environment
and people

e Provincial elections have resulted in a 1-month delay until February 15" on the field test project as the province
can not move forward on the project until results of the elections are released.

= The ERFN, EcoMetrics and lawyers will be meeting with the Ministry of the Environment from the province
via Zoom to discuss the project once provincial elections are completed.

e The CNSC and other federal technical experts will be meeting with Denison for a presentation on the field test on

Wednesday Jan 26th
= Updates on this field test will be provided to the ERFN
= |nternal discussions will take place within the CNSC and with federal technical experts to ensure no
additional oversight or review of the field test is required
e ERFN wishes to confirm that the province will step in or regulate with support from the province if
the project exceeds the scope of the Province’s regulations
e Salman will provide an update to ERFN regarding the threshold for the uranium production that
would require CNSC intervention (total volume or total concentration? Which Regs apply, why/why
not?) (Action)

EIS Submission:
e The ERFN has provided Denison a technical study (193 pages) with ERFN traditional knowledge to be incorporated by
Denison into the EIS. The ERFN does not want the study to simply be appended into the EIS

e [tisimportant to the ERFN that Denison incorporates the information to capture their concerns. The ERFN is
expecting Denison to use the information to better the environment and community, not just protect or mitigate
issues.

e The project will be impacting 25% of the ERFN’s traditional territories, the ERFN is concerned that harvesting
locations of fish and caribou will be impacted. Protection of these locations and monitoring programs need to be
detailed.

e The ERFN and Denison are working together to pull information from the technical report. Denison will be working
with ERFN next week to determine how to incorporate ERFN knowledge into the EIS. A table of contents will be
sent to the ERFN for review.



e The technical study is a good knowledge encapsulation and educational document for the community.
e The CNSC has requested a copy of the technical document so we can determine how the traditional knowledge of
the ERFN is integrated into the EIS.
= CNSC offered to go through TK confidentiality policy in next meeting, as information contained in proprietary
(Action)

e The ERFN will also be writing a chapter in the EIS to outline baseline of socio-economic standards and technical standards
of the nation. This chapter will also include how Wheeler River is used by the community or interacted with by the
community.

e Engagement with the community has been taking place. Denison has been putting in considerable effort to demonstrate
they prioritize engagement. Presentations are translated into Dene and the community is able to participate or send in
inquiries to Denison via phone, letters or emails.

e The technical study is a good way to gauge how the community feels regarding the project.

EIS Process:
1. Submission of the draft EIS by Denison

a. 90 days for an EIS review (public comment period) begins —this open comment period should incorporate the
community, with general comments and the community’s feelings on the project noted.

b. Federal review takes place concurrently (8 weeks) with technical experts from the Federal, Provincial and
Indigenous Review Team (FPIRT) participating to draft information requests (IRs) to Denison —the ERFN will be
participating in this review.

e This is an iterative process, and continues for multiple rounds until IRs are adequately addressed in the
draft EIS.
2. Submission of final EIS by Denison
3. Drafting of Environmental Assessment Report by CNSC — review by ERFN will be requested

a. The report will be a summary of the information found in the final EIS submission, including consultation, work to
date, commitments etc. This document will be part of the CMD and does not have a formal comment period.

b. CEAA 2012 engagement by the CNSC with ERFN

c. Rights Impact Assessment drafting by the CNSC with review by ERFN

4. Hearings for the Project begin once an EA is submitted to the Commission with the final EIS

a. There are usually two hearings, the first hearing is the presentation of the project and final EIS by Denison and the
EA by CNSC

b. The second hearing will be interventions, from the public and Indigenous Nations and communities. It is
recommended the ERFN prepare an intervention to participate in the hearing.

Participation Funding Program (PFP) Application (Due in March):
e PFP for the EIS:
e The ERFN requests guidance on requesting and budgeting for the PFP.
e PFPis allocated based on rights impacted and the proximity of the nation. As ERFN will be greatly impacted by this
project, an estimate for PFP funding should range between 90 to 100 thousand dollars for the PFP request
e Scope to consider for the PFP funding should include:
= Consultant fees — ERFN currently has procedural consultants, SVS, and technical consultants. Determine a
percentage for how the funding would be allocated for each consultant. Allocate equal or more funding for
the community and nation’s feedback.
= Request an estimate on the length of the EIS from Denison to gauge the approximate hours that would be
needed to review the EIS. For the EIS review, focus on aspects of the EIS that ERFN and consultants have not
drafted.
= Participation in the FPIRT when the technical reviews of the draft EIS begins. This process is iterative and
budgeting should take into consideration the possibility of multiple rounds of review of IR responses from
Denison.
e PFP under the Terms of Reference:
e Aseparate PFP application for other funding under the terms of reference will range to approximately 90 thousand
dollars. This funding will encompass:
® Rights Impact Assessment (RIA) development with the CNSC
= Environmental Assessment (EA) review
= CEAA 2012 engagement with the CNSC
= |ntervention preparation and participation
e To maximize consultant expertise, it is recommended that once consultant is used for the draft EIS and one
consultant for the FPIRT or RIA. Determine a consultant assisting in a general capacity and a consultant who works
in an intimate or technical capacity with the nation.
= The technical document author should be involved in the FPIRT to ensure IRs address gaps in integration of
the report into the draft EIS.
= CEAA 2012 engagement with CNSC to ensure the ERFN'’s exercise of rights are captured may be best
completed with a consultant who has more intimate experience working with the ERFN.
= The CNSC has proposed that the majority of the RIA will be completed by the CNSC and the ERFN can review
the document to help alleviate capacity concerns.
e An additional meeting can be set up with ERFN to provide additional information on the process and guidance on the
applications (Action)
e Jes noted that CNSC could send along a timeline to show the processes and their overlap (Action)



Action Items:
1. Salman (CNSC) will provide a threshold for the production of uranium
2. CNSC will prepare information related to the privacy and protection of the technical study by the ERFN at the next
monthly meeting, and send out information related to policy prior to next meeting
3. The CNSC will set up a separate meeting on PFP with guidance
4. Jes to share EA timeline depicting the activities discussed

If you have any questions, comments, or edits for the minutes, please let us know.
Again, it was great meeting you last week and I'm looking forward to working with you. Have a good weekend!
Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213

Agent en évaluation environnementale | Division de I'évaluation environnementale
Commission canadienne de slreté nucléaire | Gouvernement du Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel : 343-540-6213

From: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 12:50 PM

To: Froess, Ryan; Phaneuf, Marcelle; Cheyenna Campbell (cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com); Adam Levine
(adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca); Wish Yen (wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca); Way, Jessica; DeCoste, Laura

Cc: Mossop, Veronica; Salman Akhter (salman.akhter@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca)

Subject: ERFN/CNSC - Denison Wheeler River Project - Monthly meetings

When: Tuesday, January 25, 2022 2:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Saskatchewan.

Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting

Hi Cheyenna,

| have added an agenda item for the CNSC and ERFN meeting next week to discuss your funding question you had earlier this
week. As always let us know if you want anything else added or bring up next week.

Proposed Monthly Standing Agenda

ERFN - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project

CNSC - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project

Added — Discussion on Funding Opportunities for Draft EIS, Collaboration work on ToR etc.
CNSC/ERFN - Opportunities for collaboration and to work together (ToR, Rights Impacts Assessment)
Next Monthly Meeting — Topics of Interest and Action Items

Thanks,
Ryan

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)
+1647-749-9265,474440976# Canada, Toronto

Phone Conference ID: 474 440 976#
Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting_options




From: Way, Jessica

To: Cheyenna Campbell (cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com)
Cc: Froess, Ryan; Yen, Wish; Akhter, Salman; DeCoste, Laura;,
Subject: CNSC-ERFN Meeting Minutes - February 15, 2022

E-DOCS-#6277642-v2-
Request_to_Protect_Confidential_Information_Outside_of_Commission_Proceedings.DOCX

Sent: 2022-02-24 5:13:07 PM

Attachments:

Hi Cheyenna,

5th

Please see below for our meeting notes from our February 15" meeting.

Regarding our action items:

e CNSC to send out a meeting request for the week of Feb 28-Mar 4 to address PFP (Complete) and a kick off meeting for
the IEMP (TBD)

e Once Denison submits the field test application, CNSC will provide a summary of what CNSC regulates and how we will be
addressing the application (Pending) — this has not yet been received or reviewed by CNSC staff

e Jes will provide a summary of EIS engagement activities in a graphic format for reference (Pending)- | am still working on
the graphic of the activities for the EA process. | have something | will be able to share soon, but I'd like to run it by Ryan
when he is back in office

e CNSC will share the NSDF RIA as a reference document (Completed) — here is a link to the NSDF CMD and Environmental
Assessment report: https://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/hearings/cmd/pdf/CMD22/CMD22-H7.pdf

o This is a pretty good example of how the Commission Member Document and Environmental Assessment Report
could look for Wheeler River, should it proceed to this stage of the EA Process.

o Particularly, the EA report is from page 172 of the PDF and ends on page 506.

o Chapter 9 of the report is dedicated to Indigenous consultation and assessment of impacts to Indigenous and/or
Treaty rights. This starts on page 307 of the PDF (124 of the EA report), and additional RIA Reports are included in
the Appendices, starting on page 425 of the PDF (p. 242 of the EA report). You will see there are a couple different
examples.

o Throughout other chapters of the document are Views Expressed sections, which capture information provided by
Indigenous Nations and Communities who were consulted on the NSDF project (for example, see Chapter 6,
starting on p. 232 of the PDF, which is p. 49 of the EA report)

e CNSC staff to share info on IK policy and framework (Completed):

o Here is a link to the CNSC’s Indigenous Knowledge Policy: https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/aboriginal-
consultation/indigenous-knowledge-policy.cfm, and attached is the request form for requesting the protection of
confidential information. We hope to discuss this in more detail during future meeting, if you are interested.

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns about anything contained in this email.

Have a good evening!
Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213

CNSC-ERFN Meeting Minutes — February 15, 2022, 3-4PM

Attending: Cheyenna Campbell, Salman Akhter, Ryan Froess, Jes Way, Laura DeCoste, Wish Yen

Participant Funding Program
e CNSC will organize a separate meeting in the coming weeks with Adam Z. (PFP Coordinator)
e The PFP meeting will include discussions around the Terms of Reference
e ERFN will be applying for funding for the draft EIS review for the Denison project

o PFP applications for the draft EIS review are due March 13th, 2022

EIS Process

e ERFN requests an outline of the EIS, funding & process
o ERFN requests that CNSC advise on where capacity may be best utilized to maximize expertise and time

e CNSC will provide options on participating in the EIS process and engagement activities
o ERFN will determine next steps based on capacity and funding

e Traditional knowledge studies
o CNSC noted that we would appreciate if ERFN consider sharing the TK study
o CNSC has offered to set up a separate meeting providing information on privacy and protecting traditional

knowledge studies (CNSC staff to share info on IK policy and framework)

o Options to be provided and ERFN can determine the best path forward

Engagement with Denison
e ERFN has hired a technical expert and has expressed that Denison provide technical responses to address questions and
concerns raised by the ERFN expert
e Concern is raised that Denison is sharing information in plain language to build trust, but the next meeting needs to be a
conversation between technical experts



o ERFN will be requesting a technical meeting with Denison to ensure these questions and concerns are discussed
o Focus of the discussion to be the upcoming field test

Engagement with the Province
e No updates as the provincial bi-election for Churchill area has not been completed
e ERFN wants to actively participate in the Province’s process
e ERFN has requested information from the province related to the field test, but no documentation on can be provided
until after the election has taken place
e ERFN reiterates the request for confirmation that the Province’s regulatory process is equivalent to the CNSC or better
o The ERFN consultant will advise on safety standards for the province and may advise ERFN to request CNSC
oversight
o ERFN requests assurance that the Province will be held accountable for the same standards, safety measures, levels
of effluent release etc.

Licensing
e CNSC staff are discussing the field test activities and will review the application for the field test once Denison has sent it
to the province
o CNSCis currently exploring previous decisions on similar projects
o This review will include test activities and environmental impacts of the field test
e CNSC will provide an update to the ERFN on possible oversight by CNSC after Denison provides an application for the field
test for review
o CNSC is anticipating the application to come in within the next week
e CNSCis confident in the Province’s regulation process, but should CNSC regulations apply, will act accordingly

Rights Impact Assessment
e ERFN has confirmed collaboration with the CNSC in drafting the RIA
o ERFN has expressed interest in participating fully in the RIA, ensuring the nation is well represented

In-person meetings
e CNSC has offered to engage with members in person (in fall) pending COVID restrictions
e Meetings could be information sessions or learning sessions pending ERFN interest in the Wheeler River Project or
Environmental Assessment process

IEMP
e CNSC will set up a separate meeting to discuss ERFN participation in the IEMP

Action Items

1. CNSC to send out a meeting request for the week of Feb 28-Mar 4 to address PFP (complete) and a kick off meeting for
the IEMP

2. Once Denison submits the field test application, CNSC will provide a summary of what CNSC regulates and how we will be
addressing the application

3. Jes will provide a summary of EIS engagement activities in a graphic format for reference

4. ERFN will be completing a PFP application for the review of the draft EIS for the Wheeler River Project

5. CNSC will share the NSDF RIA as a reference document

6. CNSC staff to share info on IK policy and framework



From: Froess, Ryan

To: Way, Jessica
Subject: FW: CNSC Participant Funding Notice - Denison Mines Draft EIS
Sent: 2022-03-10 5:07:12 PM

FYI sent to these Nations and communities.

kevin.mercredi@outlook.com; Chief Coreen Sayazie <csayazie@hotmail.com>; b-tsannie@hotmail.com; Shea Shirley
<shea.shirley@yathinene.com>; Garrett Schmidt <garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com>; Cheyenna Campbell
(cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com); jerry.bernard@erfn.net; Mark Calette <mcalette@mns.work>;
slandriecrossland@mns.work; s.nickolet@mns.work; Walter Smith <wsmith@kineepik.ca>; Billie Jo Natomagan
<bnatomagan@kineepik.ca>; jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net; tcooksearson@llrib.ca; gchristiansen@lIrib.ca;
Iburnouf@mns.work; tex.mns@sasktel.net; Eric Sylvestre <eric.sylvestre@birchnarrows.ca>; chiefl@birchnarrows.ca;
norma.catarat@outlook.com; Elmercampbell35@gmail.com; glenmccallum glenmccallum@mns.work

From: Froess, Ryan

Sent: March 9, 2022 4:12 PM

Cc: Adam Zenobi (adam.zenobi@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca) <adam.zenobi@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>
Subject: RE: CNSC Participant Funding Notice - Denison Mines Draft EIS

Good afternoon,

This is a reminder that funding is available to assist Indigenous Nations and communities, members of the public, and
stakeholders in the review of the draft environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Wheeler River project proposed by
Denison Mines Corp. Before the Commission can make a licensing decision, an Environmental Assessment (EA) is required
under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, along with an EA decision affirming that the proposed activities will
not cause significant adverse environmental effects. Please note that this first phase of funding is intended to assist in the
review of the draft EIS.

The deadline to submit this funding application is due March 14, 2022.
For more information on the project and how to participate, go to https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-

funding-program/opportunities/pfp-review-draft-environmental-impact-statement-denison-mines-corp-wheeler-river-
project.cfm.

If you have any questions on the application please do not hesitate to reach out to myself by phone or email and or for specific
questions please feel free to contact:

Adam Zenobi

Participant Funding Program Administrator
613-415-2814

pfp@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca

Thanks you,

Ryan Froess

Senior Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca| Cell: 306-914-7892

From: Froess, Ryan

Sent: January 10, 2022 2:33 PM

Cc: Adam Zenobi (adam.zenobi@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca) <adam.zenobi@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca>
Subject: CNSC Participant Funding Notice - Denison Mines Draft EIS

Good afternoon,

Funding is available to assist Indigenous peoples, members of the public and stakeholders in the review of the draft
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Wheeler River project proposed by Denison Mines Corp. Denison is proposing to
develop an in situ recovery uranium mining and processing operation located in the Athabasca Basin in northern
Saskatchewan, approximately 600 km north of the city of Saskatoon, 4 km west of Highway 914 and midway between
Cameco Corporation’s Key Lake Mill and McArthur River Mine. Before the Commission can make a licensing decision, an
Environmental Assessment (EA) is required under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, along with an EA decision
affirming that the proposed activities will not cause significant adverse environmental effects. Please note that this first
phase of funding is intended to assist in the review of the draft EIS.

The deadline to submit a completed participant funding application is March 14, 2022.



For more information on the project and how to participate, go to https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-
funding-program/opportunities/pfp-review-draft-environmental-impact-statement-denison-mines-corp-wheeler-river-
project.cfm.

For questions about this specific funding opportunity, please contact:

Mr. Adam Zenobi

Participant Funding Program Administrator
613-415-2814

pfp@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca

Thanks,

Ryan Froess

Senior Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca| Cell: 306-914-7892

To unsubscribe, send an email to cnsc.info.ccsn@cnsc-cesn.ge.ca




From: Boser, Sydney,

To: Boser, Sydney
. RE: Indigenous Knowledge report and Socio Economic Report on behalf of
Subject:
ERFN.
Sent: 2025-07-22 8:39:13 AM

From: Cheyenna Campbell <cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com>

Sent: March 21, 2022 12:29 PM

To: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay <cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com>

Cc: Jamie Dickson <jamie.dickson@desnedhe.com>; Larry Innes <LInnes@oktlaw.com>; Froess,
Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Subject: Indigenous Knowledge report and Socio Economic Report on behalf of ERFN.

Happy Monday Carolanne!
Please see attached ERFN Indigenous Knowledge report and Socio Economic Report.

These reports are the intellectual property of the ERFN, and constitute “Traditional Knowledge
Reports” within the terms of the Denison — ERFN Participation and Funding Agreement (“PFA”).
Accordingly, the use of these reports for the purposes of the IA Process, including the
development of the Environmental Impact Study, is subject to the Permitted Purposes and
associated terms and conditions set out in section 8 of the PFA. Copies of these reports may not
be disclosed to any person or entity without ERFN’s prior written consent.

We trust that these documents- while forming part of the EIS- are not for general dissemination
and should not form part of the public record when forwarded to the CNSC.

Take Care,

Cheyenna

Cheyenna R. Campbell B.A., LL.B.
Lands & Resources Manager

English River First Nation
Urban Office

301 - 2555 Grasswood Road
Saskatoon, Sk. S7TTOK1

Cell: 306.291.6808



Email: cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com




From: Way, Jessica

To: jerry.bernard@erfn.net
Kwamena, Nana-Owusua;_Faille, Sylvain; Babcock, Neil; Burton, Patrick; Akhter, Salman;_Way, Jessica;_Yen,
Cc: Wish;_Levine, Adam;_Froess, Ryan; Aimann Sadik; England, Brianne ENV; Cheyenna Campbell

(cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com);
Denison Wheeler River Project - 2022 Feasibility Field Test - Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Licence

Subject: Application
Attachments: 6813254-v3A-2022_Wheeler_River_Field_Test_-_Notification_Letter_to_ERFN.pdf
Sent: 2022-06-17 4:20:24 PM

Dear Chief Bernard,

The purpose of the attached letter is to notify you of an application from Denison Mines Corp. for a Nuclear Substances and Radiation
Devices licence.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please let us know. We would be happy to set up a meeting and provide any
additional information.

Sincerely,
Jes Way

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213




I * I Canadian Nuclear Commission canadienne
Safety Commission  de s(reté nucléaire

June 17, 2022 e-Doc: 6813254

Chief Jerry Bernard
English River First Nation
jerry.bernard@erfn.net

Subject: Denison Wheeler River Project - 2022 Feasibility Field Test - Nuclear Substances
and Radiation Devices Licence Application

Dear Chief Jerry Bernard:

This letter is to inform you that Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) has submitted an application to
the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) for a Nuclear Substances and Radiation
Devices licence, for the Wheeler River Exploration Project in northern Saskatchewan. This
licence application is for the temporary storage and use of natural uranium in laboratory studies,
for a 60 day feasibility field test that Denison are planning to conduct in August 2022. Following
completion of the test, the recovered material will be temporarily stored above ground.

Proposed Wheeler River Project

The Wheeler River Property is located in the eastern part of the Athabasca Basin, approximately
4 km west of Highway 914 and 35 km north of the Key Lake mill. Denison has proposed a
project to construct, operate, and decommission an in-situ uranium mine. An Environmental
Assessment (EA) under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act of 2012 (CEAA 2012) has
been underway since 2019 for the proposed Wheeler River Project, led by CNSC staff.
Concurrently, the Government of Saskatchewan is also leading a provincial EA.

Field work at the site has been occurring since 2007, with advanced drilling and testing occurring
since 2019. These activities have had continual oversight from the Saskatchewan Ministry of
Environment, and the CNSC as necessary.

It is important to note that the proposed feasibility field test is not within the scope of the CEAA
2012 EA, as this is a distinct project. The field test could therefore proceed prior to an EA
decision.

Feasibility Field Test

Through the feasibility field test, Denison intends to validate previous testing and determine the
feasibility of the proposed in-situ recovery mining methodology at the Wheeler River Property.
This test requires no new clearing of land or new drilling, only the construction of limited
temporary surface facilities.

During the planned test, mineralized material will be removed from the ground through a process
that includes injecting a solution into test wells, separating liquids from solids, and collecting the
resulting materials for further analysis. These materials are expected to contain elevated levels
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natural uranium, and samples will be analysed for general chemistry at the on-site chemical
laboratory and later transported to the Saskatchewan Research Council in Saskatoon for further
analysis. Once all analysis is complete, materials will be placed in above ground storage tanks,
and will remain the property of the Crown, under the oversight of the Saskatchewan Ministry of
Environment (SMOE).

In March 2022 an application was also submitted to the SMOE, as Denison requires a permit to
construct and operate a pollutant control facility prior to conducting the proposed feasibility field
test. This permit is required under Saskatchewan’s Mineral Industry Environmental Protection
Regulations, 1996, and the application remains under provincial review.

Licensing Process

Unlike Class I nuclear facilities and uranium mines and mills, licences for use of Nuclear
Substances and Radiation Devices are issued by a Designated Officer (DO) of the CNSC. A DO
is a member of CNSC staff who has been designated specific powers under the Nuclear Safety
and Control Act with respect to licensing and compliance. Like the Commission, DOs
demonstrate independence and procedural fairness. With their extensive knowledge, regulatory
training and operational experience, DOs are well qualified to make decisions on behalf of the
Commission. DO decisions are based on rigorous reviews performed by CNSC staff, who verify
that the applicant would meet regulatory requirements. After completing their evaluations,
CNSC staff prepare DO documents — which include technical and regulatory information,
conclusions and recommendations — to help inform DO licensing decisions.

Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices licences have a service standard of 80 business days
for a DO decision, from the date a complete application has been received. DOs will only grant
the licence if they are satisfied that the authorized activities do not pose a risk to health, safety,
security and the environment.

As an Indigenous Nation and/or community with a potential interest in Denison’s licence
application, the CNSC is interested in hearing any views or receiving any additional
information you may have with respect to Denison’s application to the CNSC for a Nuclear
Substances and Radiation Devices Licence, for this proposed project.

Further Information

CNSC staff will continue to keep you apprised of the status of this licence application, DO
decision and next steps, including more information on the CNSC'’s licensing requirements and
oversight activities should a licence be granted to Denison for the proposed field test.

If you would like to meet to discuss in further detail, and have any questions relating to this
licence application or the ongoing EA for the Wheeler River Project, please contact:

e Jes Way, Environmental Assessment Officer, Wheeler River EA Lead
Email: jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

e Ryan Froess, Senior Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
Email: ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca.
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If you wish to receive e-mail notifications related to the EA process and other updates on this
licensing process, please let us know and we can add you to the project distribution list.

You may also sign-up to the CNSC mailing list to receive notifications CNSC website is
updated, including notices for hearings, meetings and Participant Funding Program
opportunities. Visit the following link and choose the ‘new subscriber’ option:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/subscribe/index.cfm.

Sincerely,

AKX Mo

Nana Kwamena

Director, Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
E-mail: nana-owusua.kwamena@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

c.C.. C. Campobell
S. Faille, N. Babcock, P. Burton, S. Akhter, J. Way, W. Yen, A. Levine, R.
Froess, CNSC
A. Sadik, B. England, SEASB
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From: Way, Jessica

To: Cheyenna Campbell (cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com)
Cc: Froess, Ryan; Yen, Wish; DeCoste, Laura;

Subject: ERFN-CNSC Meeting Minutes - June 3rd, 2022

Sent: 2022-06-28 3:00:36 PM

Hi Cheyenna,

Below are the minutes from our last meeting. | only realized today that they didn’t get sent at the
beginning of June! | know you’ve been away and probably didn’t miss them, but apologies for the
delay on this.

Can you please confirm the spelling of Averly’s name (in Green) for us, the student who attended
the last meeting? | may have gotten it completely wrong, but we’d like to correct this for the
record. Also, I've included a couple of updates near the very bottom in blue.

Our next meeting is not until July 26t Is that going to be soon enough, given some of the
outstanding discussion on the NSRD licence?

Thanks,
Jes

ERFN-CNSC Meeting Notes — Denison Mines Wheeler River Project

Date/time: June 3, 2022, 11 am to noon CST

Attendees: Cheyenna Campbell, Averly Mclntyre, Ryan Froess, Jessica Way, Laura DeCoste, Wish
Yen

Updates

Cheyenna Introduced new student working with ERFN, Averly Mclntyre from the Saskatchewan
Indigenous Institute of Technologies. Also noted that she would be leaving in a week, and gone for
two following that.

EIS
e ERFN is currently preparing for Denison’s EIS
e Asstated in their collaborative agreement with Denison, ERFN will be reviewing sections of
the EIS before it is submitted to the CNSC. Denison has provided ERFN with a workplan that
outlines when they will send the sections for review.
e ERFN does not expect to have substantial feedback but it provides an opportunity for their
technical team to review the information ahead of time.

Denison Community Tour

e Ryan went to the community meetings with Denison during the week of May 30t They met
with Chief and Council as well as attended open houses in Patuanak and La Plonge.



e Talked to members who had concerns with the project. CNSC staff plan to follow up to
provide information about the public comment period.

e Cheyenna confirmed that she is the official representative for ERFN — ERFN wants to reaffirm
that no one else represents the Nation, the Chief and Council or the ERFN communities’
views on the Denison Wheeler River Project

o There are community members that are distrustful of the government and industries,
including CanNorth which is often associated with Cameco

e CNSC staff mentioned to Chief and Council that the CNSC would like to come up in the fall
for a tour with Denison. ERFN indicated that the last two weeks of September would likely
be good.

Field testing

e CNSC staff have received an application from Denison for a Nuclear Substance and Radiation
Device licence for the field test that they are proposing.

e CNSC staff have informed Denison that a waste and decommissioning licence may be
required if they plan to reinject-waste material back into the mineralization zone. Based on
this, Denison is considering storing the material above ground.

ERFN prefers that waste materials are stored above ground.

ERFN asked what would happen with the stored field test material if the mine did not
proceed, and how the CNSC would proceed if Denison did not have funds to deal with this
waste. ERFN is concerned that the nuclear waste could remain at the site. CNSC staff will
follow up with a response to this question, and may request that a member of the Nuclear
Substance and Radiation Device Division attend the next meeting, to answer questions as
needed.

e Denison is expected to submit a revised application to clarify storage of the material above
ground.

e Once the CNSC has received the revised application, CNSC staff will send ERFN a letter with
additional information.

Participant Funding Program:
e ERFN should receive an email on June 3 regarding the funding announcement

Actions:

e (CNSC staff to provide ERFN clarification regarding the nuclear substance and radiation device
licence requirements and safeguards, in the event that Denison does not proceed with a
Uranium Mine and Mill Licence application. Update: this type of licence does fall under the
Financial guarantee for nuclear substances and radiation devices program, so Denison will
provide a financial guarantee. For a bit of context: “A financial guarantee is a tangible
commitment by a licensee that there will be sufficient resources to safely terminate licensed
activities. When licensees terminate their activities, they must properly account for the safe
disposal of all licensed material and equipment, and must demonstrate that all locations
associated with the licence are free of radioactive contamination. Failure to properly
terminate licensed activities can result in risk to the health and safety of persons and the
environment. A financial guarantee does not relieve licensees from complying with
regulatory requirements for termination of licensed activities, but ensures there are funds
available when licensees are unable to carry out safe termination”. More information on this
is available on the CNSC webpage: Financial Guarantees - Canadian Nuclear
Safety Commission. Further to this, should Denison decide not to proceed with the
proposed project for which an EA is underway, or should the EA result in a negative decision
and the project cannot proceed, this doesn’t relieve the licensee of any responsibility. The
important point to note here though is that once the activities are licensed, the licence will
remain until any waste can be safely shipped or disposed of, and it will remain under the
regulatory oversight of the CSNC. Another licence to dispose of the waste will be required,




but the type will depend on a number of factors. This is the purpose of the financial
guarantee though, to ensure that the funds potentially needed in a future scenario, such as
the above, are in place prior to the granting of a licence.

e ERFN will review / complete the confidentiality forms

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
JessicaWay@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213




From: Way, Jessica

To: Cheyenna Campbell (cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com),

Cc: Babcock, Neil; Froess, Ryan; Yen, Wish;

Subject: ERFN-CNSC Meeting Minutes - July 20, 2022

Attachments: #6277642-
Request_to_Protect_Confidential_Information_Outside_of_Commission_Proceedings.DOCX.DRF

Sent: 2022-07-27 1:20:51 PM

Hi Cheyenna,

Here are the minutes from our last meeting. Attached is the confidentiality form, in case you need it.

Thanks,
Jes

English River First Nation-CNSC Meeting Minutes — Denison Mines Wheeler River Project
Attendees: Cheyenna Campbell, Neil Babcock, Ryan Froess, Jessica Way, Wish Yen
July 20, 2022 — 1-2PM EST

i_icensing Discussion with Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices (NSRD)_Project Officer (Neil Babcock)

Financial Guarantee for the Denison Field Test:

e Financial guarantee for nuclear substance programs: CNSC has a financial guarantee in place for all licensees under this
program. The CNSC purchases an insurance policy and renews it annually, with licensees contributing to the costs to
purchase this policy. The Commission resolves remediation issues should the licensee not be able to cover the costs (in
instances of bankruptcy for example)

e Example: A company went bankrupt (laboratory in Toronto) and CNSC stepped in when the corporation was no longer
able to comply with the order to remove materials as prescribed under the licence

o A qualified third party was hired to remove the materials and ensure the site was free of contamination. The
Insurance plan was activated to cover the costs

o A final decommissioning report would also be provided to the Commission and once accepted, the licence will be
revoked

e Should a licence be granted to Denison for the proposed field test, the financial guarantee would apply to the site as soon
as the licence is issued

Indigenous Engagement:
e Currently, the remediation process is managed by CNSC without engagement with Indigenous Nations and communities

(NSRD hasn’t had the need to engage to date, however engagement is not specifically excluded from the process. It’s just
out of scope for the vast majority of the Nuclear Substance licensees at this time)

o Indigenous engagement is currently scoped under Regulatory Operation Reports in the Nuclear Substance Program

rather than through licensing activities
e ERFN wants to reiterate that Indigenous engagement must be completed if the CNSC needs to implement the financial

guarantee for the field test

o ERFN wants to participate in remediation and waste removal in decommissioning as this could impact Rights

o CNSC has noted this request and will engage with ERFN within scope of remediation and decommissioning should

this process be undertaken

Update on licensing:
e Technical assessment is completed and comments have been provided to Denison
o Licence could be issued within the next few weeks
e Under the nuclear substance licence, there will be no disposal activities, as a result Denison will have two options for
materials mined from the field test:
1. Applying for a waste licence through CNSC — if granted, disposal of materials back into the wells could be permitted
2. Transferring materials to a mill licence — if granted, chemical milling of the material could occur
* Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices (NSRD) licence:
o Licence is very procedural based, Denison has to comply with the procedures listed under the license, any changes
to procedure need to be amended and approved by CNSC before new activities can take place
o The SK Ministry of the Environment permit is required before we can issue the licence (already approved)
o Currently the licence comprises of:
= Taking samples
= Transport of dangerous goods from field site to Denison laboratory (Transport Canada)
®  Packaging of nuclear substances
= Basic benchtop chemistry
= Above ground storage of materials
e CNSC can impose baseline expectations on the proponents as part of the license, but the proponent is able to provide
alternatives for consideration. Where the applicant proposes alternative measures, CNSC staff assess that an equivalent
level of safety will be provided by those measures.

Summary of ERFN Concerns:
e ERFN has spoken with Denison on the field test and the large majority of comments were related to water and
wastewater management
e ERFN has expressed concern around waste storage from the field test due to the proximity of the test to Cree Lake and
other valuable water resources to CNSC and Denison
o ERFN has discussed water and wastewater management for the field test with Denison
o Perceived contamination concerns have been addressed by CNSC during this meeting
o Concerns around the storage tanks and how waste will be stored and managed were raised and addressed



e Concerns around financial obligations for remediation have also been addressed by the financial guarantee
e CNSC will engage with ERFN should CNSC need to step in and complete remediation on Denison’s behalf

Draft EIS
e ERFN has been receiving sections of the EIS for draft reviews
o SVS, Robin and Patrick have been reviewing draft sections
o ERFN will be following up with Denison on these draft sections

o Denison has requested ERFN feedback by August gthto incorporate into the draft EIS submission
e Anticipated draft EIS submission for mid-late September
o Denison will be moving forward with submission of the draft EIS in Septebmer even without full completion of the
field test
e Once the draft EIS submission is received, a 30 day conformity review will kick off
e Should the draft EIS pass the conformity review, a technical review and public comment period will kick off
o 120-day technical review (extended from 90 days) — EA clock time includes weekends, as it is in calendar days
= 90-days for technical review
e ERFN has re-confirmed participation in the technical review period and confirmed Cheyenna will be
reviewing the material from an ERFN traditional knowledge lens, as well as in the 90 day public
comment period (for which PFP funding has already been granted)
e CNSC will provide additional information on FIRT PFP
= 30-days for compiling IRs
o 90-day public comment review period
e Denison has the opportunity to update the draft EIS in new iterations of the draft EIS to address IRs
o Any new information submitted by Denison would be subject to technical review
e ERFN will complete the confidentiality form with CNSC to grant use of the traditional knowledge studies shared

Fall tour (September 26th — 30th)‘
e CNSC will be sending 6 staff and possibly coordinating with 2 staff from the provincial EA team
e CNSC hopes to participate in the ERFN culture camp
e CNSC and Denison have been coordinating to include a site visit of the field test site, CNSC extends this invitation to ERFN
representatives — details to be confirmed

Action Items
e CNSC will provide ERFN the FIRT PFP form for the technical review to ensure funding is in place for September
e ERFN will complete and return the confidentiality forms to the CNSC



From: Way, Jessica

To: jerry.bernard@erfn.net
Kwamena, Nana-Owusua;_Faille, Sylvain; Babcock, Neil; Burton, Patrick; Akhter, Salman;_Yen, Wish;,
Cc: Levine, Adam;_Froess, Ryan; Aimann Sadik; England, Brianne ENV;_'Cheyenna Campbell
(cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com)’;
Bcc: Way, Jessica
Subject: Notice of Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Licence issued to Denison Mines Corp.
Sent: 2022-08-05 11:31:00 AM

Dear Chief Bernard,

In follow up to our email and letter from June 17th, this email is to inform you that a Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices
licence has now been granted to Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) by a CNSC Designated Officer.

Denison applied for a Nuclear Substances and Radiation licence for the Wheeler River Exploration Project in northern
Saskatchewan in order to complete a feasibility field test of the proposed in-situ recovery mining methodology at the Wheeler
River Property. This licence, which is valid from August 3, 2022 to December 31, 2023, authorizes Denison to temporarily store
and use natural uranium in laboratory studies above ground.

As always, we remain available to discuss in more detail. To obtain more detailed information or for any questions, please contact
Jes Way at jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca or Ryan Froess at ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca.

Sincerely,
Jes

From: Way, Jessica

Sent: Friday, June 17, 2022 4:20 PM

To: jerry.bernard@erfn.net

Cc: Kwamena, Nana-Owusua <nana-owusua.kwamena@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Faille, Sylvain <sylvain.faille@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>;
Babcock, Neil <neil.babcock@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Burton, Patrick <patrick.burton@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Akhter, Salman
<salman.akhter@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Levine,
Adam <adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Aimann Sadik <aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca>;
England, Brianne ENV <brianne.england@gov.sk.ca>; Cheyenna Campbell (cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com)
<cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com>

Subject: Denison Wheeler River Project - 2022 Feasibility Field Test - Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Licence
Application

Dear Chief Bernard,

The purpose of the attached letter is to notify you of an application from Denison Mines Corp. for a Nuclear Substances and
Radiation Devices licence.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please let us know. We would be happy to set up a meeting and
provide any additional information.

Sincerely,
Jes Way

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213




From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler
' River

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

jerry.bernard@erfn.net; nvp.mike @sasktel.net; wsmith@kineepik.ca; bnatomagan@kineepik.ca;
glenmccallum@mns.work; mcalette@mns.work;_s.nickolet@mns.work; garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com;,
shea.shirley@yathinene.com; kevin.mercredi@outlook.com; b-tsannie@hotmail.com;

Bcc: csayazie@hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net; chiefl @birchnarrows.ca;

Switzer; Carolanne Inglis-McQuay; Aimann Sadik (aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca);_Frigault, Nicole;

Subject: Upcoming Webinar - Rook | and Wheeler River Projects
Sent: 2022-08-24 4:42:00 PM

Good afternoon,

On September 13t from 10am to 11am CST (noon to 1pm EST), CNSC will be hosting a webinar on the CNSC regulatory review
process for NexGen Energy Ltd’s proposed Rook | project and Denison Mine’s proposed Wheeler River project.

The webinar will cover:
. CNSC's regulatory review process for licensing and environmental assessments

3 an update on the status of the Rook | and Wheeler River projects

There will be an opportunity for questions, and if you are unable to attend the webinar will also be recorded.

To register, please visit: http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/webinar-
NexGen-Rook-I-and-Denison-Wheeler-River-Projects.cfm. More information can also be found at:
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/index.cfm.

Feel free to share with your distribution groups or anyone else that might be interested. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Jes Way

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213




Outreach / Engagement Report: Executive Summary

To: CNSC.F.ExecutiveCommitteeMembers / MembresDuComitéExécutif. F.CCSN
Cec. cnsc.engagement.ccsn(@canada.ca, Kwaku.Agvei(@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

Event: Pre-EIS submission outreach and consultation for the Wheeler River Environmental
Assessment (EA).

Date: September 26-28th, 2022

Location: Saskatoon, Pinehouse, and Northern Saskatchewan

Attendees: CNSC staff (ISRD, UMMD, HSECD, EAD), the Province of Saskatchewan, and
Indigenous Nations and communities (English River First Nation, ERFN; Ya’ Thi Néné Lands
and Resources Office, YNLRO; M¢étis Nation — Saskatchewan; Kineepik Métis Local, KML).
There were approximately 10 to 50 people in attendance at the culture camps in Pinehouse
and Northern Saskatchewan.

Background:

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, CNSC staff had planned outreach and engagement for the
proposed Wheeler River EA with Indigenous Nations and communities potentially impacted by
the project. Now that the CNSC has resumed in-person meetings and the EA is progressing, this
trip was rescheduled for September 2022, in order to engage with community members face to
face and continue building relationships. In addition to attending a meeting in Saskatoon, staff
were invited to attend culture camps for ERFN (Northern Saskatchewan) and KML (Pinehouse).

Highlights:

e Met leadership from ERFN, YNLRO and KML, as well as our points of contact for these
Nations in person.

e Attended ERFN and KML culture camps, where the CNSC was invited to share
traditional meals prepared by members of the communities, saw a freshly harvested
moose and participated in fileting fish. These activities supported the sharing of
traditional knowledge and practices with the CNSC, in anticipation of the Wheeler River
EA.

e (NSC shared information on the Wheeler River Project and the next steps for the EA
with community members, but the primary outcome was on the ground relationship
building.

Lessons Learned:

Community members have expressed confusion between CNSC and Denison’s differing roles in
the Wheeler River Project. Increased CNSC in-person presence, as it relates to the project, could
help to reinforce this distinction, as could opportunities to consult and engage at events where
Denison is not present. CNSC staff will continue working to increase the understanding of our
role as a regulator, through meetings with community members, future consultation activities,
and other opportunities identified in consultation with our points of contact for the Nations.

e-Doc# 6892562
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Conclusion:

During this trip CNSC staff gained a better appreciation for scope and scale of the geographic
area of the proposed project, and how the Indigenous Nations and communities use the land for
hunting, fishing, and trapping and cultural use on their traditional territories. It was an
opportunity to meet with land users and increase dialogue that we can build upon as the project
progresses.

Attachments:
Presentation(s) (e-Doc#): Presentation of pictures from the trip (6884652); Presentation to
YNLRO (6776456); Wheeler River Pamphlet (6875181)

o) A b S

Elder Norman Wélverine showing CNSC staff and the Province of Saskatchewan
a map of English River’s traditional territory.

e-Doc# 6892562
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Elder’s from KML cultural camp showing staff how to filet
fish.

e-Doc# 6892562



From:

To:
Cc:

Bcc:

Subject:
Sent:

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler
River

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Froess, Ryan; Yen, Wish;_Nickolet, Sydney;
Cheyenna Hunt; jerry.bernard@erfn.net; nvp.mike@sasktel.net; wsmith@kineepik.ca;

garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com;_shea.shirley@yathinene.com;_kevin.mercredi@outlook.com;_b-
tsannie@hotmail.com;_csayazie @hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net;
chiefl@birchnarrows.ca; norma.catarat@brdn.ca;_receptionist@mltc.net; claire_larock@hotmail.com;
karenbird@pbcn.ca; tmerasty@pbcn.ca; bmerasty@pbcn.ca; tcooksearson@llIrib.ca;,
jtsanniejr@pagc.net; gchristiansen@llrib.ca; cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com; karenbird@pbcn.ca;
Wheeler River Project EIS Received - Conformity Review Underway

2022-10-24 11:28:00 AM

Hi Everyone,

This email is to update you on the status of the proposed Wheeler River Project Environmental Assessment (EA) process.
Denison submitted the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and supporting documents to the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission (CNSC) on Friday, October 21, 2022.

CNSC staff are now beginning our conformity review. Should this review be successful, Denison will be notified that a technical
review will commence. If the conformity review passes, the EIS and related documents will be posted to the Canadian Impact
Assessment Registry, and the 90 day public comment period will begin. If this project proceeds to the next step, an additional
notification will be sent here, to the project distribution list.

If you have any questions about this proposed project or anything related to the EA, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Sincerely,
Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213




From: Way, Jessica

To: Cheyenna Hunt

Cc: Nickolet, Sydney; Gorzkowski, Konrad; Froess, Ryan; Yen, Wish;,
Subject: RE: ERFN-CNSC Meeting Minutes - October 25th

Attachments: 2022-09-28-CNSC at ERFN Culture Camp.pptx

Sent: 2022-11-01 11:23:26 PM

Hi Cheyenna,

| just realized that | forgot to add the pictures we promised. Thanks for sending along the group shot!

Jes

From: Way, Jessica

Sent: Monday, October 31, 2022 6:51 PM

To: Cheyenna Hunt <cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com>

Cc: Nickolet, Sydney <sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Gorzkowski, Konrad
<konrad.gorzkowski@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>
Subject: ERFN-CNSC Meeting Minutes - October 25th

Hi Cheyenna,

Thanks for your time last Wednesday after our monthly meeting, and sorry for the late follow up. I chatted with Adam Zenobi last
Wednesday on the PFP topic, to let him know what we had discussed in terms of an approach for future steps of the process:
that ERFN would prefer a collaborative approach to drafting applicable sections of the Rights Impact Assessment and EA report,
but suggested that we can largely hold the pen and you can review to provide comments or edits as needed. As | mentioned on
our call, we can discuss further in future meetings, but hopefully you have heard from him by now.

Related to the action items, here is the EA Report for the Near Surface Disposal Facility:
https://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/hearings/cmd/pdf/CMD22/CMD22-H7.pdf

It’s the first EA report produced by the CNSC for an EA under CEAA 2012. It’s quite a long report, but | wanted to highlight some

sections that would be of interest, based on our discussion:

e p. 36 breaks down the report structure, of which the Wheeler EA will probably follow a similar format.

e P 46 and 52 are just two (of many) examples of the “Views expressed” sections, which are found throughout the report.
This is example text that we would want to collaborate with ERFN on, in the EA report writing.

e p. 139 s section 9.3 Assessment of impacts to rights — | think this is worth a read, to give you a better idea about what we
are talking about when we discuss the Rights Impact Assessment (RIA) work and the approach we want to take. Further
down on p. 242 you will find the start of the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First Nation RIA, which is included as an
appendix, based on what was agreed upon through the consultation process.

Additionally, please see the meeting minutes below. Thanks to Sydney and Wish for capturing these!
Please let me know if you haven’t heard from Adam and we can follow up.

Sincerely,
Jes

English River First Nation (ERFN)-CNSC Meeting Minutes — Denison Mines Wheeler River Project
October 25, 2022 — 4-5:30PM EST
Attendees: Cheyenna Hunt, Konrad Gorzkowski, Sydney Nickolet, Jes Way, Wish Yen

Wheeler River Project EIS

e Denison submitted the Wheeler River Project EIS on Friday October 21°¢
o Currently going through the 30-day conformity review
e CNSCis reviewing the ERFN TLU studies and will share a What We Heard Report with ERFN for validation

PFP for Technical Review
e CNSC to share forms required for the PFP application for the technical review
e PFP usually encompasses technical review, Rights Impact Assessment and EA Report drafting — Adam confirmed that
would prefer to provide funding for all three activities at once

EIS Technical Review (FIRT)
e The technical review is the validation of information shared from ERFN TLU studies and engagement sessions between
ERFN and Denison — it is necessary to ensure information is accurately represented in the EIS
o CNSC will highlight specific sections of the EIS for ERFN’s consideration

e FIRT kick off meeting placeholder to be shared shortly (sent on Oct 27" for Nov 25th)- Cheyenna confirmed that a virtual
meeting would be preferable
e Development and validation of Information Requirements (IRs)



o 120 day timeline: The FIRT will have 90 days to conduct their review, and then CNSC staff have about 30 days to
compile all of the IRs

o CNSC will reach out to validate and collaborate on IRs submitted from both the FIRT review and the public
comment period review. This is currently anticipated for March 2023. The Rights Impact Assessment would kick off
around this time as well.

o |Rs considered out of scope of the technical review will be provided to Denison through another means, to ensure
all concerns are captured

Field Test

Denison reported an incident to CNSC, the Province of SK and ERFN

o Denison is currently providing a media release for ERFN to share with the community
A leak was detected during a walkthrough inspection and was addressed
ERFN has indicated the notification of incident and response has been satisfactory, but ERFN community members remain
concerned regarding the release. This is reminiscent of ammonia releases from Key Lake.
ERFN has also followed up with Denison to determine if ERFN feedback on basin sizes and suggested barriers were
implemented in the current field test design implemented by Denison

Actions:

1

4.

o un

. CNSC to share EA reports with examples of Rights Impact Assessment Reports — Completed, see above
2.
3.

CNSC will share a draft of the What We Heard Report with ERFN in the coming months

CNSC to follow up on PFP for FIRT participation in technical review — Completed, Adam is reaching out to Cheyenna to
provide application form

CNSC will highlight specific sections of the draft EIS in scope for ERFN review (i.e. Indigenous engagement, ERFN specific
content, etc.)

. Jes will forward information on Key Lake to Cheyenna to pass on to Randy and other council members

November 22" meeting: discussions on the FIRT process and developing IRs

Jes Way, MEny, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213




From: Way, Jessica
To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Cc: Eroess, Ryan; Yen, Wish;_Nickolet, Sydney;

'garrett.schmidt@yathinene.com'; 'shea.shirley@yathinene.com';_'kevin.mercredi@outlook.com'; b-
tsannie@hotmail.com;_csayazie@hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; 'd.classen@sasktel.net';

Bcc:
'chiefl@birchnarrows.ca'; 'norma.catarat@brdn.ca'; 'receptionist@mltc.net’;
'claire_larock@hotmail.com'; 'karenbird@pbcn.ca'; 'tmerasty@pbcn.ca';_'bmerasty@pbcn.ca';
'tcooksearson@llrib.ca';_'jtsanniejr@pagc.net’; 'gchristiansen@llrib.ca'; 'cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com’;
karenbird@pbcn.ca;

Subject: RE: Wheeler River Project EIS Conformity Review Passes and Public Comment Period Begins

Sent: 2022-11-21 3:42:00 PM

Sorry all- Correction, the deadline for comments is February 18th 2023.

From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: Monday, November 21, 2022 3:34 PM

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Nickolet, Sydney
<sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Subject: Wheeler River Project EIS Conformity Review Passes and Public Comment Period Begins

Hi Everyone,

In update to my email below, Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) staff undertook a conformity review of Denison’s draft
environmental impact statement (EIS) submission, and we have now deemed the submission complete. The letter to Denison has
been posted to the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (the Registry), as has the draft EIS and executive summary, along with
all appendices and technical support documents.

The CNSC is now seeking comments during a 90-day public comment period on Denison’s draft EIS, for the proposed Wheeler
River Project. For the purposes of this comment period, the draft EIS and supporting documents can be accessed by visiting All
Records for the project. The EIS can also be found under Key Documents, located on the main Registry page for the Wheeler
River Project, as well as here: https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/145552

The draft EIS provides an analysis of the project’s potential environmental effects and measures to mitigate those potential
impacts. The public comment period gives Indigenous nations and communities, members of the public, and government
departments and agencies an opportunity to submit their views in writing to the CNSC on the adequacy of the information
presented in the EIS, as measured against the Generic Guidelines for the Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement
pursuant to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (the Guidelines), and on the technical merit of the information
presented. The Guidelines provide direction to the proponent and identify the information that is required in the EIS.

Written comments must be submitted by February 18, 2023 to:

Jes Way
Environmental Assessment Officer
Email: wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

All comments on the draft EIS will be posted on the Registry in the language in which they were received. If you have any
questions about this or anything else, please don’t hesitate to reach out to our team.

Sincerely,
Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213

From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: Monday, October 24, 2022 11:28 AM

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Nickolet, Sydney
<sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Subject: Wheeler River Project EIS Received - Conformity Review Underway




Hi Everyone,

This email is to update you on the status of the proposed Wheeler River Project Environmental Assessment (EA) process.
Denison submitted the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and supporting documents to the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission (CNSC) on Friday, October 21, 2022.

CNSC staff are now beginning our conformity review. Should this review be successful, Denison will be notified that a technical
review will commence. If the conformity review passes, the EIS and related documents will be posted to the Canadian Impact
Assessment Registry, and the 90 day public comment period will begin. If this project proceeds to the next step, an additional
notification will be sent here, to the project distribution list.

If you have any questions about this proposed project or anything related to the EA, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Sincerely,
Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP
(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213




From: Way, Jessica

To: Cheyenna Hunt

Cc: Yen, Wish; Froess, Ryan; Gorzkowski, Konrad;_Nickolet, Sydney; Manickum, Katherine;
Subject: ERFN/CNSC Monthly Meeting Minutes - January 10 2023

Sent: 2023-01-19 11:34:47 AM

Hi Cheyenna,

Sorry for the delay, but here are the minutes from our January 10th meeting.

I also wanted to let you know, | am hoping to be in Saskatoon the week of March 6th. sl trying to figure out if the first or the
second half of the week would work, but | hope there is a day this week that could work to meet with you in person. If there are
some days/times that could work, please let me know.

In terms of topics, we'd like to discuss the comments that will be submitted by ERFN, as well as talk more about 5(1)(C) impacts,
particularly related to what is identified in the comments and studies provided by ERFN. Further, we could start our discussion on
the rights impact assessment work that we will need to start working on (what is coming, how this will look and timelines).

We will see you next week (virtually)!

Thanks,
Jes

English River First Nation (EREN)-CNSC Meeting Minutes — Denison Mines Wheeler River Project

January 10", 2022 11AM-12PM CST
Attendees: Cheyenna Hunt, Ryan Froess, Konrad Gorzkowski, Sydney Nickolet, Jes Way, Wish Yen, Katherine Manickum

Important Dates
e February 10th - Cheyenna review and send back drafted IRs to the CNSC (questions, gaps in knowledge, concerns
identified within scope of ERFN knowledge)
e February 18t — SvS review EIS for the public comment period due back to the CNSC a ERFN and SVS are having
collaborative chats about the EIS process and the IR drafting. This is not limited to be within the expertise of ERFN — this
could be around anything.

Updates on the Project
e CNSC continues to proceed with the technical review of the EIS
e ERFN confirms non-participation in technical meetings for hydrogeological and geological meetings

ERFN would like to know how CNSC staff will be incorporating Indigenous perspectives into technical review
e CNSCis completing What We’ve Heard Reports for the ERFN studies that have been shared — these reports will be used by
technical experts for the EA report
e |SRD will be highlighting information for technical experts
e |SRD will also be reviewing the EIS from the IK knowledge perspective
o Ex. Ensuring the human health risk assessment in the EIS from ERFN incorporates the traditional food studies
completed at the culture camp
e EA Report will be part of the CMD for the hearing
o Focus will be on significant adverse effects on people and the environment
o Will safety for cultural protection be considered equally?
o |If there are still significant adverse effects to the list below, CNSC will evaluate if the mitigation measures have
considered the concerns highlighted by ERFN.
= (i) health and socio-economic conditions,
= (ii) physical and cultural heritage,
m (iii) the current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes, or
= (iv) any structure, site or thing that is of historical, archaeological, paleontological or architectural
significance
= Discussions will occur between Nations and Crown if there remain concerns
e Licensing process (parallel)
o Licensing process is focused on safety and protection of the environment
e ERFN reiterates good engagement with Denison and the community has not had any concerns regarding engagement to
date
e ERFN happy to be reviewer on the Rights Impact Assessment Report

Collaboration with Ya'thi Néné
e ERFN will be engaging with YTLRO to discuss project impacts on each nation (Friday meeting)



e Treaties are not a good indication of land use by Nations — it was established in the past by the Crown and the Province,
but does not reflect how land users travel

e Goal is to establish a map of land usage between ERFN and YTLRO

e Historically there was sufficient resources available to share; but now that impact benefit agreements have a financial
monetary value attached, it needs to be reviewed

o Non-status Indians have been adopting Métis culture

Terms of Reference

e CNSC wants to set up a Terms of Reference to build towards a long-term relationship
e CNSC to review whether there is funding available for lawyer to review the ToR
e Terms of reference would include workplans for IEMP, ROR, land use engagement for CNSC staff or project engagement

Action items

e CNSC and ERFN to discuss IRs at the next monthly meeting (Jan 24th)



From: Cheyenna Hunt

To: Yen, Wish
Subject: RE: 2023-01-24 - January ERFN-CNSC monthly meeting minutes
Sent: 2023-02-09 12:49:26 PM

EXTERNAL EMAIL — USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE — FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE

Thank you!

From: Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: February 9, 2023 9:43 AM

To: Cheyenna Hunt <cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com>

Subject: 2023-01-24 - January ERFN-CNSC monthly meeting minutes

Good morning Cheyenna,

| apologize for the delay in sharing our notes, but please find the monthly meeting minutes for January below for your
consideration.

Thank you,

Wish Yen (she, her, elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Agente en évaluation environnementale
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Commission canadienne de s(reté nucléaire

wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca | 343.553.2233

I* Government  Gouvernament
of Canada du Canada

English River First Nation (ERFN)-CNSC Meeting Minutes — Denison Mines Wheeler River Project

January 24, 2023 2:30-3:00PM CST

Attendees: Cheyenna Hunt, Ryan Froess, Konrad Gorzkowski, Katherine Manickum, Jes Way and Wish Yen
ERFN-YNLRO Meeting

e Collaborating to ensure alignment on the Key, McArthur and Rabbit re-licensing interventions in June 2023
e ERFN and YNLRO met to discuss and determine the primary affected communities for projects in Northern Saskatchewan

ERFN-KML engagement
e ERFN is creating a new reserve at km 67 and is required to consult to KML
e Consultation process with Justice, Transport Canada, other federal departments, Province of Saskatchewan and KML is
underway
e The new reserve encompasses the trap line of the second Chief of ERFN, George (trap line is still used by his family to date)

ERFN-Denison
e Quarterly exploration agreement meetings have been underway
e Full update from Denison to be provided at the beginning of March, including forecasts for future exploration
e ERFN has no concerns regarding the Wheeler River Project to date as there is also an environmental culture monitor present
at the site

Wheeler River project update
e Technical review is underway with SMEs participating in technical meetings
e Technical reviews by ERFN are underway and any IRs will be submitted using the template provided by CNSC
e Denison funded reports included stories from the community by SVS and these stories were verified and compiled into
a summarized report and shared with Denison
e ERFN does find the review process repetitive, but it is positive that there have been no discrepancies with the
incorporation of ERFN information (and intends to re-review to ensure this is the case throughout)
e Public comments will be submitted by SVS
e There are no specific format for the comments, they can be in a report with tables or in bullet points (whatever the
preference)
e ERFN may reach out to community members for feedback on the EIS as honorariums have been approved

CNSC funding
1. Wheeler River Project specific funding
a. FIRT funding — announcement will be made shortly
e [ssues and concerns tables
e Engagement and review for the Rights Impact Assessment report
e QOutreach and engagement on 5(1)(c) impacts
b. Additional funding opportunity for review of the Environmental Assessment report
2. Terms of Reference funding to discuss at future meeting once ERFN has time to review the TOR template sent by CNSC
3. New funding program to help build capacity
a. Anticipated to run over 5 years
b. Roll out is planned for April

Action Items
e CNSC will provide a presentation on the new funding program in April and invite Adam L to present
e Discussion on Long Term Agreement for future monthly meeting after Denison Draft EIS is completed



From: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: September 2, 2021 2:56 PM

To: Froess, Ryan; Cheyenna Campbell (cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com); Way, Jessica; Salman Akhter (salman.akhter@cnsc-
ccsn.gc.ca); Wish Yen (wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca)

Cc: Mossop, Veronica; Adam Levine (adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca); DeCoste, Laura; Cheyenna Campbell; Gorzkowski, Konrad;
Nickolet, Sydney; Manickum, Katherine

Subject: ERFN/CNSC - Denison Wheeler River Project - Monthly meetings

When: January 24, 2023 2:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Saskatchewan.

Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting

Hi Cheyenna,
As discussed | am resending our monthly meetings as requested.
Proposed Monthly Standing Agenda
ERFN - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project
CNSC - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project
CNSC/ERFN - Opportunities for collaboration and to work together (ToR, Rights Impacts Assessment)
Next Monthly Meeting — Topics of Interest and Action Items

We will follow-up with the meeting minutes and any action items from our meetings monthly.

Thanks,
Ryan

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)
+1 647-749-9265,474440976# Canada, Toronto

Phone Conference ID: 474 440 976#
Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting_ options




From: Boser, Sydney,

To: Boser, Sydney
. RE: ERFN Wheeler River Project Environmental Impact Statement Technical
Subject: .
Review
Sent: 2025-07-22 9:32:02 AM

From: Cheyenna Hunt <cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com>

Sent: Friday, March 3, 2023 6:05 PM

To: Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>
Cc: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay <cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com>; Jamie Dickson
<ldicksonjamie@gmail.com>; Larry Innes <LInnes@oktlaw.com>

Subject: ERFN Wheeler River Project Environmental Impact Statement Technical Review

EXTERNAL EMAIL — USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE — FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE

Please see attachment.

Cheyenna R. Hunt B.A., LL.B.
Director, Lands & Consultation

English River First Nation
Urban Office

321 - 2555 Grasswood Road
Saskatoon, Sk. S7TTOK 1

Cell: 306.291.6808
Email: cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com




From: Yen, Wish

To: Way, Jessica;_Froess, Ryan;_Nickolet, Sydney;_Cheyenna Hunt;

Cc: Gorzkowski, Konrad; Manickum, Katherine;

Subject: 2023-03-09 - ERFN-CNSC meeting minutes on the Wheeler River Project
Sent: 2023-03-17 2:51:42 PM

Good afternoon Cheyenna,

Please find the meeting minutes from our March gth meeting below for your review.

Thank you and have a wonderful weekend!

Wish Yen (she, her, elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Agente en évaluation environnementale
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Commission canadienne de s(ireté nucléaire

wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca | 343.553.2233

I * I Government  Gouvemament
! of Canada du Canada

English River First Nation (ERFN)-CNSC Meeting Minutes — Denison Mines Wheeler River Project

March 9™, 2023 10:30-1PM CST
Attendees: Cheyenna Hunt, Ryan Froess, Konrad Gorzkowski, Sydney Nickolet, Jes Way and Wish
Yen
Next steps
e Engagement activities that will be drafted by CNSC and would require review and validation
from ERFN
o Issues and concerns tables
o What we heard report
o Rights Impact Assessment
o Draft EA report sections
¢ FIRT Information requests
o ERFN has identified an error within the EIS, but Denison has confirmed they will be
correcting the error
o ERFN feels their rights and interests are disproportionately represented by 1 land
user who has since passed away. As the impacts within the EIS are represented by
the specific land user, ERFN is worried and wants to ensure that Denison will
continue to protect the collective rights of all ERFN members.
= The collective rights of the ERFN and all aspects referencing land use are
equated to the one user in the EIS and ERFN wants to ensure that the
collective rights of ERFN won’t be infringed on because the specific land user
has passed away
o CNSC will draft IRs to capture the above concerns and share with ERFN for validation
before incorporating into the FIRT technical review to ensure they are captured on
the record and share with Cheyenna for approval before submitting
ERFN and consultant representation




ERFN is raising concerns that SVS standards and ERFN standards are different where ERFN
feels that SVS is conveying a more negative tone projecting that ERFN is not supportive of
this project
o ERFN reviewed the public comment submission from SVS twice to ensure the report
aligned with ERFN views
o Denison was provided the draft in advance as a courtesy so they can prepare to
respond to questions raised in the submission
SVS and ERFN had the opportunity to request funding for baseline studies and this was not
accurately reflected in the report
SVS'’s identification of water impacts due to leaching and perceived impacts are
represented more negatively than ERFN'’s views reflect
Patrick (Source consultants) aligns with ERFN community members better and with a
scientific lens

ERFN review of draft EIS

EIS felt repetitive, but ERFN is pleased that Denison understands the concerns raised by
Nations related to impacts to the water
Protection of aquatic environment is a key topic of concern within the community
o Perceived fear and unknowns in the technologies related to the neutralization
process and leaving water on site still have a negative connotation with community
members
o Community members always start with a “No” view on projects (uranium + water
impacts = automatic no)
= |ndustry needs to understand this perspective and work with the community
and scientists to communicate and alleviate concerns
= Risk of removing uranium from the ground using a water-based process which
involves recycling and returning water to the ground upstream of valuable
sites to ERFN land users is a big concern
m  Accidents and malfunctions resulting in leaks are another concern — the leak
during the field test in 2022 emphasized member concerns
ERFN members were are not happy with how Cameco conducted consultation and
engagement in the past on current mine sites in ERFN territory. Key Lake, McArthur River
and Rabbit Lake Operations were placed onto ERFN lands without consultation — this
project is the first project that ERFN has an opportunity to participate and be heard
Cumulative effects of the mines should also be considered as increases in traffic, road
usage and footprint once new roads are constructed are also a concern
o Even if the road isn’t present, ERFN members would still be using this land long into
future generations and wants to ensure its protected.
ERFN is pleased with how Denison has incorporated detailed mapping and ERFN knowledge
and stories
ERFN is still hesitant about the Wheeler River project as the technology is all new . The
community members are supportive of the economic benefits that will come with the
project but Denison still has work to do in order to gain support from ERFN for the
proposed project

Views Expressed by ERFN



e ERFN reiterates that they are the primary land users of the area surrounding the project.
ERFN reserves and land users have consistently been present in the area, rather than just
being closer to the project site

o ERFN reserves were selected in this area because community members use the land

e ERFN accepts that some land-use overlaps between Nations have always been there — but
the primary land users/trappers are ERFN community members

e N-16 and N-18 trapping zones only contain ERFN members and a few from La Ronge

e ERFN does not support KML's comments regarding land claims or claims by YNLRO and MN-
S that their members are using trapping lines N16 and N18 when it has always been ERFN
members

o ERFN does not believe that they should be able to claim time immemorial when the
Métis community of Pinehouse has only been there since 1940s

¢ Proximity does not define land use — a lot of people didn’t use the land until the road was
built and ERFN has used it long before that.

o This represents a colonial view where lands stakes were determined by colonists
rather than negotiated by Nations

o Land use should be determined by traditional and historical use rather than
proximity

Questions to be addressed

e Water neutralization presented in the EIS and how that will impact the community

e What standards does the CNSC use for water quality? Can Denison can bring the water
back to baseline and if not, what are the mitigation measures?

o Usually, the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment (CCME) guidelines are
expected to be followed federally (various guidelines)

o The CNSC and Federal reviewers are interested in Denison’s proposed Remediation
criteria, but staff in this meeting were unable to speak to how these, or the CCME
guidelines would compare to baseline

e Is it realistic for water quality to be returned back to the baseline? What are CNSC
expectations and standards upon remediation?

e CNSC staff noted that they could arrange a meeting with more technical staff to answer
these types of questions — for instance, staff from our Environmental Risk Assessment
division (ERAD), or Health Sciences and Environmental Compliance Division (HSECD)

Outreach events with ERFN communities

e Future virtual zoom meeting for the community on:

o The EA process, assessment and how CNSC regulates — Cheyenna noted that this
does not necessarily need to be in person

o CNSC safety standards and how they align or differ with ERFN’s standards for safety

Action Items

e CNSC will draft IRs for ERFN to review and then include in the FIRT technical review
submission to Denison (Complete — waiting for Cheyenna reply)

e CNSC will share posting of the technical review IRs after March 21

e CNSC will organize a virtual meeting for ERFN members with ERAD and HSECD SMEs to
discuss water quality standards and CNSC staff assessment of the Wheeler River EIS —to
further discuss in our next monthly meeting




From: Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: February 9, 2023 12:12 PM

To: Way, Jessica; Froess, Ryan; Nickolet, Sydney; Yen, Wish; Cheyenna Hunt

Cc: Gorzkowski, Konrad; Manickum, Katherine

Subject: ERFN/CNSC Meeting in Person

When: March 9, 2023 11:00 AM-2:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting; / ERFN or CNSC Office

Hi all,
Getting some time in the calendar for our March meeting.

Tentative agenda:

e Comments from ERFN on the Wheeler River draft EIS

e Process and next steps for Rights Impact Assessment Work
e |[ssues tracking tables

5(1)(c) impacts

Thanks,
Jes

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting

Meeting ID: 228 571 182 970

Passcode: s5dp8v
Download Teams | Join on the web

Or call in (audio only)
+1 647-749-9265,,689476998# Canada, Toronto
(844) 632-5179,,689476998# Canada (Toll-free)

Phone Conference ID: 689 476 998+#
Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting_options






From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River

Way, Jessica; Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River; marcus.edino@ec.gc.ca; angus.calderhead@ec.gc.ca;_cari-
lyn.epp@ec.gc.ca; julie.c.anderson@hc-sc.gc.ca; Dutchak, Cassidy (HC/SC); Hancock, Terina; Walker; Clarke, Christina; Kim,Duck (ECCC);

To: Cheyenna Hunt; Lam, Jeffrey; Lane, Rachel; Sauvé, Daniel; Zheng, Qinghuai; Froess, Ryan; Boser, Sydney; Gorzkowski, Konrad; Mistry,
Rajesh; Khanan, Rabya; Barker, Jackie (TC/TC); Dodkin, Christina; Corcoran, Angela;
ia-ei@hc-sc.gc.ca; Yen, Wish; paul.partridge@hc-sc.gc.ca; Kwamena, Nana-Owusua; Ali,Nardia (ECCC); Aimann Sadik

Cc: (aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca);_Dereniwski, Jeff ENV; Purvis, Caroline; Fabian Mendoza, Melissa;_ Levine, Adam; Ramsey, Renee; Burta, John;
Burton, Patrick; Way, Jessica; Akhter, Salman;

Subject: RE: Wheeler River Project EIS Technical Review Kick-Off - November 21, 2022
E-DOCS-#6858049-v8-2022-10-21-Tracker-Collated_IR_Table-Wheeler_River_EA.DOCX;E-DOCS-#6858048-v4-2022-10-21-Tracker-

Attachments: Collated_advice_to_proponent_table-Wheeler_River_EA.DOCX;2023-03-20 - Letter to Denison with Conclusions for Wheeler River EIS
Technical Review - With Annexes - SIGNED.pdf;

Sent: 2023-03-20 5:53:00 PM

Hi All,

| am sending along this update to let you know that we have finalized our review of Denison’s Wheeler River EIS. | have sent them the attached letter with
conclusions, a table of IRs and a table of advice to the proponent, and it will soon be posted to the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry for the project. The
combined PDF attached is what we sent to Denison, versions of which will be posted to the registry.

Thanks to you and your teams for your contributions, for attending numerous meetings, meeting our deadlines and for those of you who were responding to my
last minute questions over the last few days — | really appreciate the quick turnaround on the responses. More to come on next steps of the process but | wanted
you all to be aware before these documents were posted publicly.

Note, I've also attached a Word version of the IRs and advice to the proponent which contains the original reference codes you provided when you shared your
review comments, alongside the final reference number. | am sharing so that you have this for reference, but please don’t hesitate to let me know if you have
any questions or concerns.

Thanks,

Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP

(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada

Jessica Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213

From: Way, Jessica
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2023 12:16 PM

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River ; marcus.edino@ec.gc.ca; angus.calderhead@ec.gc.ca; cari-lyn.epp@ec.gc.ca; julie.c.anderson@hc-
sc.gc.ca; Cassidy.Dutchak@hc-sc.gc.ca; Hancock, Terina ; Walker ; Clarke, Christina ; Kim,Duck (ECCC) ; Cheyenna Hunt ; Akhter, Salman ; Lam, Jeffrey ; Lane,
Rachel ; Sauvé, Daniel ; Zheng, Qinghuai ; Froess, Ryan ; Nickolet, Sydney ; Gorzkowski, Konrad ; Mistry, Rajesh ; Khanan, Rabya ; Barker, Jackie (TC/TC) ;
Dodkin, Christina ; Corcoran, Angela

Cc: ia-ei@hc-sc.gc.ca; Yen, Wish ; paul.partridge@hc-sc.gc.ca; Kwamena, Nana-Owusua ; Ali,Nardia (ECCC) ; Aimann Sadik (aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca) ;
Dereniwski, Jeff ENV ; Purvis, Caroline ; Fabian Mendoza, Melissa ; Levine, Adam ; Ramsey, Renee ; Burta, John ; Burton, Patrick

Subject: RE: Wheeler River Project EIS Technical Review Kick-Off - November 21, 2022

Oth

Correction, the deadline is Feb 10™". Apologies for any confusion.

Jes

From: Way, Jessica
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2023 11:48 AM

<walker.smith@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca>; Clarke, Christina <christina.clarke@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca>; Duck (ECCC <Duck.Kim@ec.gc.ca>; Cheyenna Hunt
<cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com>; Akhter, Salman <salman.akhter@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Lam, Jeffrey <jeffrey.lam@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Lane, Rachel
<rachel.lane@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Sauvé, Daniel <daniel.sauve @cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Zheng, Qinghuai <ginghuai.zheng@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Froess, Ryan
<ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Nickolet, Sydney <sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Gorzkowski, Konrad <konrad.gorzkowski@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Mistry,
Rajesh <rajesh.mistry@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Khanan, Rabya <rabya.khanan@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Barker, Jackie (TC/TC) <Jackie.Barker@tc.gc.ca>; Dodkin, Christina
<christina.dodkin@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Corcoran, Angela <angela.corcoran@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>

Cc: ia-ei@hc-sc.gc.ca; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; paul.partridge@hc- c.ca; Kwamena, Nana-Owusua <nana-owusua.kwamena@cnsc-
ccsn.ge.ca>; Ali,Nardia (ECCC) <Nardia.Ali@ec.gc.ca>; Aimann Sadik (aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca) <aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca>; Dereniwski, Jeff ENV
<Jeff.Dereniwski @gov.sk.ca>; Purvis, Caroline <caroline.purvis@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Fabian Mendoza, Melissa <melissa.fabianmendoza@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Levine,
Adam <adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Ramsey, Renee <renee.ramsey@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Burta, John <john.burta@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Burton, Patrick
<patrick.burton@cnsc-ccsn.gec.ca>

Subject: RE: Wheeler River Project EIS Technical Review Kick-Off - November 21, 2022

Hi All,

Just a reminder that the deadline for IRs from all teams is February 9th, 2023.

| also wanted to share, attached are the EIS Review Comments that have resulted from the Province of Saskatchewan’s Environmental Assessment Review. To any
leads, please share this with your respective teams as | have not included all division members or participants from other federal departments that are involved
in the review.

If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know.

Thanks,

Jes

From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2022 7:05 PM
To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River <WheelerRiver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Lisa <Lisa.Wren@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>; Heather Cherry

anita.champagnegudmundson@tc.gc.ca; julie.c.anderson@hc-sc.gc.ca; Cassidy.Dutchak@hc-sc.gc.ca; ia-ei@hc-sc.gc.ca; Walker <walker.smith@NRCan-




RNCan.gc.ca>; Duck (ECCC <Duck.Kim@ec.gc.ca>; Cheyenna Hunt <cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com>; Akhter, Salman <salman.akhter@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Lam,
Jeffrey <jeffrey.lam@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Lemieux, Alexander <alexander.lemieux@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Lane, Rachel <rachel.lane@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Randhawa,
Kristi <kristi.randhawa@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Sauvé, Daniel <daniel.sauve @cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Zheng, Qinghuai <ginghuai.zheng@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Froess, Ryan
<ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Nickolet, Sydney <sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Gorzkowski, Konrad <konrad.gorzkowski@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Mistry,
Rajesh <rajesh.mistry@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Ramsey, Renee <renee.ramsey@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>
Cc: 'ia-ei@hc-sc.gc.ca' <ia-ei@hc-sc.gc.ca>; Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>; paul.partridge@hc-sc.ge.ca;
Kwamena, Nana-Owusua <nana-owusua.kwamena@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Ali,Nardia (ECCC) <Nardia.Ali@ec.gc.ca>; Aimann Sadik (aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca)
<aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca>; Dereniwski, Jeff ENV <Jeff.Dereniwski@gov.sk.ca>; Purvis, Caroline <caroline.purvis@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Fabian Mendoza, Melissa
<melissa.fabianmendoza@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Levine, Adam <adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Lam, Jeffrey <jeffrey.lam @cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>
Subject: Wheeler River Project EIS Technical Review Kick-Off - November 21, 2022
Importance: High
Hi Everyone,
As noted in previous emails, on October 21, 2022 Denison submitted the EIS package for the proposed Wheeler River Project. CNSC staff undertook a conformity
review of the submission, and we have now deemed the submission complete, for the purposes of technical review. The letter to Denison and documents have
all been posted on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry for the project.
This means the EIS technical review by the Federal-Indigenous Review Team can begin (starting today, November 21st, 2022).
Einding the Documents:
The documents that form the submission under review include the following:

* EIS for the Wheeler River Project, which includes all TSDs as appendices

* Wheeler River EIS Executive Summary

¢ Indigenous Engagement Report

These documents have been made available by Denison on their SFTP site: https://denisonmines.egnyte.com/fl/ylble4Zkua. The documents are located in the
folders titled ‘For External Distribution’, and no password is required. Here are the download instructions:
1. Go to the link above.
2. Select "Download Folder" from the top-right.
3. Extract the folder from the downloaded zip archive to your computer.
4. Please use Adobe Reader or similar PDF reader/viewer for viewing the PDF files and using the Roadmap. If you do not have a PDF reader installed, you
may download one from Adobe at https://get.adobe.com/reader,

Technical review details:
Your assistance is requested to verify the technical completion and accuracy of the submission. You are hereby requested to review the draft EIS, within the
mandate and scope of your organization.
To assist in your technical review, please follow the detailed guidance of the “Additional information on technical review of the EIS and preparation of the EA
report” document, attached to this email. Consider the following:
a. Please limit the review to assessing potential effects and impacts of the project on the environment under CEAA 2012 within your organization’s mandate.
b. The scope of the technical review is to ensure the EIS and supporting documents contain complete, sufficient and accurately analyzed information.
c. Should your technical review prompt questions, please refer to section 5 on page 3 of the “Additional information on technical review of the EIS and
preparation of the EA report #6438324" attached to generate IRs.

Templates:
You will find attached the following templates. For the whole team:

e Atemplate for Information Requirements (5906600) — This can be used for compiling your department or division’s IRs, following your review of the EIS
and supporting documents
A template for Advice to the proponent (5906585) — This can be used for any additional advice to the proponent, for cases where the comment does not
qualify as an IR
Guidance for the EIS Review Process under CEAA 2012 (5908054)
Additional information on EIS Technical review Guidance (6438324) — this notes that it is directed to Indigenous participants on the FIRT, however it does
contain information that other participants will find useful

For CNSC SMEs: Short Instructions for Writing content for the EA Report (6631772) — it is quite early for this information, but sharing so that CNSC staff who will
be drafting Environmental Effect Reports can be thinking about it in advance.

Timeline:

The FIRT has approximately 12 weeks to conduct their EIS technical review. With this in mind, please provide the results of your technical review by Friday
February 10th, 2023, including management approval if required. This will allow EAD to collate inputs and get final management approval, in order to respond to
the proponent by March 20th, 2023. This timeline has already extended to be a month longer than our regular standard, so there will be no possibility of
extensions. If you have concerns that you will not be able to meet this deadline, please contact me as soon as possible.

| will be reaching out to the team approximately half way through the review to see how things are going and to answer any questions you might have. | can also
arrange for meetings with Denison, CNSC and/or between members of the FIRT as needed, so please don’t hesitate to reach out if you would like to discuss
particular topics throughout the technical review period.

Technical Review Begins (day 1) Nov 21, 2022
FPIRT Conducts EIS Technical Review (All participants) 12 weeks
Kick off meeting with all FPIRT members + Walk 2-4 days in Nov 25, 2022 Presentation by Denison, and overview of the
through by Denison technical review/timelines/questions
*Meeting part way through TR to see if technical ~1 month in ~first week of January 2023
meetings are needed
*Check-in w/ FPIRT ~7-8 weeks in ~end of Jan Reminder of upcoming deadline
*Technical Discussions with Denison (as needed) Throughout TBD Earlier the better
FPIRT Review complete and any additional IRs due milestone Feb 10, 2023
to CNSC EA Lead
EAD CNSC Lead compiles review of FPIRT, verifies 2.5 wks Mar 8, 2023 We would likely need to reach out for
information, asks questions, etc. questions/clarity over this 2.5 week period
CNSC Internal Approvals of IRs, letter and assessment / EAD ~1.5 wks Mar 16, 2023
DIR Review
Revisions following EAD DIR review and admin formatting 3 days Mar 20, 2023
Send IRs to Denison (day 120) milestone Mar 20, 2023 Letter to Denison, informing of results

Kick Off Meeting:



A meeting will be held on November 25, 2022 so that Denison may walk the FIRT through the submission. If for some reason you do not have this invite, please
let me know! I’'m hoping that everyone can take a bit of time to review the structure of the EIS and supporting documents in advance, as this will be a good
opportunity to seek clarification, and ask any questions that you might have for Denison at the start of the technical review.

If you have any questions regarding the review, please contact either myself (contact info below) or my colleague Wish Yen (wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca).
Thank you,

Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP

(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada

Jessica Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213

From: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

Sent: Monday, October 24, 2022 10:48 AM

To: Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River Wheelerriver@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca; Lisa Lisa.Wren@dfo-mpo.gc.ca; Heather Cherry heather.cherry@pc.gc.ca;
marcus.edino@ec.gc.ca; angus.calderhead@ec.gc.ca; cari-lyn.epp@ec.gc.ca; adam.downing@tc.gc.ca; anita.champagnegudmundson@tc.gc.ca;
julie.c.anderson@hc-sc.gc.ca; Cassidy.Dutchak@hc-sc.gc.ca; ia-ei@hc-sc.gc.ca; Walker walker.smith@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca; Duck (ECCC Duck.Kim@ec.gc.ca;
Cheyenna Hunt cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com

Cc: paul.partridge@hc-sc.gc.ca; Kwamena, Nana-Owusua Nana-Owusua.Kwamena@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca; Yen, Wish wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca; Ali,Nardia (ECCC)
Nardia.Ali@ec.gc.ca; Aimann Sadik (aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca) aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca; Dereniwski, Jeff ENV Jeff.Dereniwski@gov.sk.ca

Subject: Wheeler River Project EIS Received - Conformity Review Underway

Hi Everyone,

To update you on the status of the Wheeler River Project, Denison submitted the draft EIS package on Friday, October 21, 2022.

CNSC staff are beginning our 30 day conformity review. Should this review be successful, Denison will be notified that a technical review will commence. If we
proceed to technical review, a kick-off meeting with CNSC and Denison will take place early in the process- | am going to try and get a placeholder in the calendar

for the week of November 215t or 28" That being said, the soonest that the Federal Indigenous Review Team would will be requested to participate in the EIS
technical review is November 21, 2022. This would mean that your review would need to be completed by February 17, 2023.

More information to come along with the outcome of the conformity review, but please don’t hesitate to let me know if you have any questions or comments
about this project and the conduct of the EA.

Best regards,

Jes

Jes Way, MEnv, PMP

(she / her / elle)

Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada

JessicaWay@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213



From: Yen, Wish

To: Cheyenna Hunt

Cc: Gorzkowski, Konrad; Nickolet, Sydney;_Froess, Ryan; Way, Jessica;

Subject: 2023-03-28 ERFN-CNSC monthly project meeting for the Wheeler River Project
Sent: 2023-04-12 4:24:00 PM

Good afternoon Cheyenna,

| apologize for this delayed meeting minute — | completely forgot to share it the week after our meeting. Please don’t hesitate to
reach out if there is anything that needs to be corrected.

Thank you,

Wish Yen (she, her, elle)

Environmental Review Officer | Agente en examen de I'environnement

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Commission canadienne de s(reté nucléaire

wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca | 343.553.2233

I* I Government  Gouvernament
of Canada du Canada

English River First Nation (ERFN)-CNSC Meeting Minutes — Denison Mines Wheeler River Project

March 28, 2023 2-3:30PM CST
Attendees: Cheyenna Hunt, Ryan Froess, Konrad Gorzkowski, Sydney Nickolet, Jes Way, Wish Yen

ERFN-Denison quarterly meeting held on March 21t
e Denison has informed ERFN that they are aiming to revise the EIS as soon as possible, prioritizing responses to the IRs
o ERFN provided Denison with a draft of the SVS comments prior to submission for the public comment period, so
Denison was aware of the issues and concerns to be raised.
e Denison provided an update on the project to new ERFN ancestral lands committee members

o Denison will be providing a similar project update to ERFN leadership on March 315t
e The ERFN community has concerns related to nuclear projects due to risks of contamination and impacts on Rights.
Denison should be aiming to shift the community’s views on the project towards a supportive position through
engagement and outreach (Move the community’s views from no to yes)

e Rights Impact Assessment

o What is CNSC’s community standards for assessing a Nation’s impact by a project for the RIA?

o ERFN reviewed other public comments and noted that general feedback, integration and consultation from other
Nations is that they aren’t sufficiently incorporated throughout the EIS. ERFN raises concern that other Nations
who may not be impacted by the project have been impeding their negotiating power with Denison and wants to
better understand how the CNSC will be evaluating the project’s impact on other Nations and communities.

= CNSC recognizes that ERFN is a primary impacted Nation by the Wheeler River Project. CNSC staff are open
to a separate meeting to provide information on the CNSC process for identifying Indigenous communities
impacted by a proposed projects.

o ERFN confirmed that SVS will not be participating in the RIA report and that CNSC can draft sections and ERFN
staff will review.

ERFN
e ERFN will be making a presentation to elders and community members regarding the Wheeler River Project and the EA

process which is taking place on Saturday April 1%
e ERFN requests an estimated timeline for the EA process and the licensing process to present to the community with
general months (complete)

ERFN-CNSC engagement
e CNSCis open to providing additional information to ERFN if needed in follow-up meeting with ISRD on new capacity
funding, RIA and other topics of interest moving forward.
o CNSC will be hosting Indigenous outreach session on the 2022 UMMD ROR on September 20, 2023 in Saskatoon.
More details to follow.
o Patrick and Kavita will be in Saskatoon in May of 2023 and meeting with ERFN.
o ISRD to set up a meeting to discuss the topics above with ERFN (complete)

Re-licensing hearing for McArthur River, Key Lake and Rabbit Lake Operations
e ERFN wants to understand whether the CNSC will reassess their recommendation to the Commission as Cameco has
amended the renewal request from indefinite licence to a 20-year licence
e ERFN feels like Cameco strategically requested their license term and that this was a negotiation tactic
o CNSC has the capacity to recommend up to a certain amount of time based on technical reviews, but ultimately it
will be the Commission who makes the decision and we encourage ERFN to present to the Commission.
o CNSC has offered and would be happy to set up a meeting with the UMM licensing team working on the
relicensing to discuss the projects before the intervention submission deadline

Anticipated timelines
e CNSC does not anticipate Denison will be ready to submit responses to IRs until fall at the earliest

e Timelines for the final EIS would be approximated for summer 2024 or later

Action Items
e CNSC will set up a separate meeting for RIA determination
o CNSC will share guidance documents for the RIA report and set up a meeting in coming months
e CNSCis open to setting up a separate meeting for the relicensing of the McArthur River, Key Lake and Rabbit Lake
operations if ERFN would like?



e CNSC will invite SME for the April monthly meeting to discuss the Water Quality Standards
o ERFN will invite Robin to the meeting to participate

From: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: September 2, 2021 2:56 PM

To: Froess, Ryan; Cheyenna Campbell (cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com); Way, Jessica; Salman Akhter
(salman.akhter@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca); Wish Yen (wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca)

Cc: Mossop, Veronica; Adam Levine (adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca); DeCoste, Laura; Cheyenna Campbell; Gorzkowski, Konrad;
Nickolet, Sydney

Subject: ERFN/CNSC - Denison Wheeler River Project - Monthly meetings

When: March 28, 2023 2:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Saskatchewan.

Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting

Hi Cheyenna,
As discussed | am resending our monthly meetings as requested.
Proposed Monthly Standing Agenda
ERFN - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project
CNSC - Update on the Denison Wheeler River Project
CNSC/ERFN - Opportunities for collaboration and to work together (ToR, Rights Impacts Assessment)
Next Monthly Meeting — Topics of Interest and Action Items

We will follow-up with the meeting minutes and any action items from our meetings monthly.

Thanks,
Ryan

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)
+1647-749-9265,474440976# Canada, Toronto

Phone Conference ID: 474 440 976#
Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting_options




From: Yen, Wish
To: cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com
Froess, Ryan; Williamson, Elizabeth; Gorzkowski, Konrad; Nickolet, Sydney;

Cc: .

¢ Way, Jessica;,
Subject: 2023-05-23-ERFN to CNSC monthly meeting minutes
Sent: 2023-08-09 7:32:39 AM

Good morning Cheyenna,

I think the meeting notes from May weren’t shared — please find them below for your review.

Thank you,

Wish Yen (she, her, elle)

Environmental Review Officer

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission/Government of Canada

wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca | 343.553.2233

I * Government Gouvemament
! of Canada du Canada

English River First Nation (ERFN)-CNSC Meeting Minutes — Denison Mines Wheeler River Project

May 23, 2023 2-3:30PM CST
Attendees: Cheyenna Hunt, Ryan Froess, Konrad Gorzkowski, Sydney Nickolet, Jes Way, Wish Yen
and Elizabeth Williamson
CNSC Project Update
e Denison plans to submit responses to the information requests at the end of June 2023
o Denison will be providing responses in the IR table shared by CNSC, with revised text
proposed in the table
o Denison will not be providing a fully revised EIS for this submission, but CNSC has
been clear that a future submission must include a draft EIS with all revised text
o CNSCis only anticipating 1 IR response for ERFN to review
e Next Steps: CNSC will conduct a 30-day completeness check, if the completeness check
passes, a 90-day technical review will take place
e Licencing:
o Denison is required to share the facility licence manual (broad overview) and facility
description manual (slightly more detailed) with the communities
o Denison has not yet reached out to ERFN regarding timelines for these documents —

CNSC received an email from Denison on June 1% stating that they have sent the
draft versions of the Facility Licensing Manual and Facility Description manuals to
ERFN for comment.

ERFN Project Update
e ERFN has identified concerns that the EIS overstates Bobby John’s use of the land and
wants to ensure that his uses are not representative of the full Nation —the concern is that
Bobby John has since passed and that Denison may claim the Nation no longer uses the
land in this manner
o ERFN has requested that Denison adjusts the full EIS to be more cohesive and to
ensure that there is one voice throughout the document representing ERFN



o An addendum should be added to indicate that Denison’s representation of Bobby
John is not for the full community

o Denison has indicated that EAs usually use a fictitious user of the land to personify
the community and would make the requested updates to the draft EIS



Subject: VIRTUAL: ERFN Video Premiere

Location: Virtual

Start: Tue 2023-06-06 1:45 PM
End: Tue 2023-06-06 3:15 PM
Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Accepted

Organizer: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay

EXTERNAL EMAIL - USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE - FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE

Please accept this invite asan o er to virtually a~end the ERFN Video Premiere, hosted by Denison Mines, at the Alt
Hotel on June 6, 2023 — from 11:45 un®l 1:15.

Please accept this meeBng request accordingly. Please note this session will be recorded. Please also feel free to send to
those you may think would be interested in such a virtual event.

For Canada, the month of June is NaBonal Indigenous History Month — which is commemorated as such to recognize
and honour the history, heritage and diversity of First NaBons, Inuit and MéBs Peoples in Canada, and all of their
contribuBons - past and present.

Denison has been working with English River First NaBon (“ERFN”) Member, Mr. Dale Apesis, of Dale Apesis Consuléng,
to prepare a short series of videos that enable ERFN to share the stories they wish to be shared with Denison and
others. These videos are in the spirit of Call to AcGon 92 from the Truth and Reconciliaon Report, subsec6on iii which
states: Provide education for management and staff on the history of Aboriginal peoples, including the history and
legacy of residential schools, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal
rights, Indigenous law, and Aboriginal-Crown relations. This will require skills based training in intercultural competency,
conflict resolution, human rights, and anti-racism.

English River First Nation

nuwets’j honi

Nation Builders




Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting

Meeting ID: 225 984 750 646
Passcode: vPCtcu
Download Teams | Join on the web

Or call in (audio only)
+1647-749-5899,,754694433# Canada, Toronto

Phone Conference ID: 754 694 433#
Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting options




From: Nickolet, Sydney

To: Cheyenna Hunt
Cc: Levine, Adam;_Froess, Ryan; Yen, Wish; Way, Jessica;
Subject: RE: ERFN WWH Report - for feedback

E-DOCS-#6948395-v5-2022-12-10-TKLUS-
ERFN_What_We_ve_Heard_Report_on_IK_and_Socio_Economic_studies.DOCX

Sent: 2023-07-14 10:17:15 AM

Attachments:

Good morning Cheyenna,

| just wanted to follow up on my email from June 16th regarding the review of the What We Heard Report for the Wheeler
River project and how it is coming along. If you would like to meet to discuss the report or if you would like to add it as an

agenda item for our next meeting on July 25th, just let me know!

We are seeking feedback on the report by July 31, 2023.

Hope you have a great weekend!
Thanks,

Sydney Nickolet (she/her/elle)

Policy Officer, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

Email: sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

New Phone Number: 343-596-9556

Agent(e) des politiques, Division des relations avec les Autochtones et les parties intéressées
Commission canadienne de slreté nucléaire

Email: sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

New Phone Number: 343-596-9556

I acknowledge that the land on which I live and work is the traditional Treaty 6 Territory and Homeland of the Métis
Je reconnais que la terre sur laquelle je vis et travaille est le territoire traditionnel du Traité 6 et la patrie des Métis

From: Nickolet, Sydney

Sent: June 16, 2023 2:12 PM

To: Cheyenna Hunt <cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com>

Cc: Levine, Adam <adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-
ccsn.ge.ca>; Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Subject: ERFN WWH Report - for feedback

Good afternoon Cheyenna,

Over the recent months, CNSC staff have been implementing a new practice of developing “What We Heard” reports, in
response to Indigenous Knowledge studies. The purpose of this document is to summarize what CNSC staff understood from
ERFN’s 2022 Traditional Knowledge Study and Health and Economic Study, for discussion purposes. We welcome comments
from ERFN on how we have captured this information and would be happy to meet and discuss further if needed. Once
finalized, CNSC would work with ERFN to ensure that the information captured is accurate for sharing with CNSC subject matter
experts to ensure a fulsome review of future iterations of the Wheeler River draft EIS.

We are seeking feedback on the report by July 31%, 2023. Please note that CNSC combined both the Traditional Knowledge
Study and the Health and Economic Study into one report.

Thank you,

Sydney Nickolet (she/her/elle)

Policy Officer, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

Email: sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca

New Phone Number: 343-596-9556

Agent(e) des politiques, Division des relations avec les Autochtones et les parties intéressées
Commission canadienne de sirreté nucléaire

Email: sydney.nickolet@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
New Phone Number: 343-596-9556




I acknowledge that the land on which I live and work is the traditional Treaty 6 Territory and Homeland of the Métis
Je reconnais que la terre sur laquelle je vis et travaille est le territoire traditionnel du Traité 6 et la patrie des Métis



From: Boser, Sydney,

To: Boser, Sydney,

Subject: RE: Request for review: 2023-07-25 ERFN-CNSC monthly project meeting
minutes

Sent: 2025-07-22 9:55:19 AM

From: Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Sent: Tuesday, July 25, 2023 4:43 PM

To: Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.ge.ca>

Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Nickolet, Sydney <sydney.nickolet@cnsc-
ccsn.ge.ca>; Gorzkowski, Konrad <konrad.gorzkowski@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Takala, Torin
<torin.takala@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Subject: Request for review: 2023-07-25 ERFN-CNSC monthly project meeting minutes

English River First Nation (ERFN)-CNSC Meeting Minutes — Denison Mines Wheeler River Project

July 25, 2023 4-5:30PM EST
Attendees: Cheyenna Hunt, Sydney Nickolet, Jes Way and Wish Yen

Wheeler River Project

e Denison has submitted the responses to the IRs on July 14" and a technical review will kick
off should Denison pass the completeness check
o Denison reached out to ERFN and had a meeting to discuss ERFN’s IR and their
proposed response
o ERFN has requested that Denison update each section with text indicating that Bobby
John is a representative of past and current ERFN community land users. Denison has
committed to make this addition and ERFN has no additional concerns on the IR
o ERFN was happy with how Denison handled this, that they proactively reached out to
ERFN to resolve the IR directly
o Based on ERFN’s feedback , the technical review of the IR may be more an
administrative action for ERFN rather than a formal review
e There are no additional comments on the What we heard report
o ERFN is happy that the information was well digested by CNSC and is well presented
e Qutreach and engagement event anticipated for October

o ERFN Election to take place the 3" week of October and 30 days prior, Chief and
Council can’t work or make decisions (unless it’s an emergent situation) and may not

be available during this period

= Nominations should be completed before 3"