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Statement of Qualifications and Limitations: AECOM

The attached Report (the “Report”) has been prepared by AECOM Canada ULC. (“AECOM”) for the benefit of the
Client (“Client”) in accordance with the agreement between AECOM and Client, including the scope of work detailed
therein (the “Agreement”).

The information, data, recommendations and conclusions contained in the Report (collectively, the “Information”):

® s subject to the scope, schedule, and other constraints and limitations in the Agreement and the
qualifications contained in the Report (the “Limitations”);

® represents AECOM'’s professional judgement in light of the Limitations and industry standards for the
preparation of similar reports;

® may be based on information provided to AECOM which has not been independently verified;

® has not been updated since the date of issuance of the Report and its accuracy is limited to the time period
and circumstances in which it was collected, processed, made or issued;

® must be read as a whole and sections thereof should not be read out of such context;
® was prepared for the specific purposes described in the Report and the Agreement; and

® in the case of subsurface, environmental or geotechnical conditions, may be based on limited testing and on
the assumption that such conditions are uniform and not variable either geographically or over time.

AECOM shall be entitled to rely upon the accuracy and completeness of information that was provided to it and has
no obligation to update such information. AECOM accepts no responsibility for any events or circumstances that may
have occurred since the date on which the Report was prepared and, in the case of subsurface, environmental or
geotechnical conditions, is not responsible for any variability in such conditions, geographically or over time.

AECOM agrees that the Report represents its professional judgement as described above and that the Information
has been prepared for the specific purpose and use described in the Report and the Agreement, but AECOM makes
no other representations, or any guarantees or warranties whatsoever, whether express or implied, with respect to
the Report, the Information or any part thereof.

Without in any way limiting the generality of the foregoing, any estimates or opinions regarding probable construction
costs or construction schedule provided by AECOM represent AECOM’s professional judgement in light of its
experience and the knowledge and information available to it at the time of preparation. Since AECOM has no control
over market or economic conditions, prices for construction labour, equipment or materials or bidding procedures,
AECOM, its directors, officers and employees are not able to, nor do they, make any representations, warranties or
guarantees whatsoever, whether express or implied, with respect to such estimates or opinions, or their variance
from actual construction costs or schedules, and accept no responsibility for any loss or damage arising therefrom or
in any way related thereto. Persons relying on such estimates or opinions do so at their own risk.

Except (1) as agreed to in writing by AECOM and Client; (2) as required by-law; or (3) to the extent used by
governmental reviewing agencies for the purpose of obtaining permits or approvals, the Report and the Information
may be used and relied upon only by Client.

AECOM accepts no responsibility, and denies any liability whatsoever, to parties other than Client who may obtain
access to the Report or the Information for any injury, loss or damage suffered by such parties arising from their use
of, reliance upon, or decisions or actions based on the Report or any of the Information (“improper use of the
Report”), except to the extent those parties have obtained the prior written consent of AECOM to use and rely upon
the Report and the Information. Any injury, loss or damages arising from improper use of the Report shall be borne by
the party making such use.

This Statement of Qualifications and Limitations is attached to and forms part of the Report and any use of the Report
is subject to the terms hereof.

AECOM: 2024-12-21
© 2009-2024 AECOM Canada ULC. All Rights Reserved.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Overview

This Milestone #4 Progress Report is the last of four consultation and engagement
reports that collectively make up the Record of Consultation and Engagement (RoCE)
for Indigenous Communities, as part of the Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN)
Community Access Road’s Final Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement (EA /
IS).

A RoCE for Interested Persons and a RoCE for Government Agencies are also included
in the Final EA / IS. Additionally, a Cumulative Effects Consultation Report has also
been prepared’. All RoCEs are part of Appendix X of the Final EA / IS.

Figure 1-1 illustrates the four milestone reports and their respective date ranges; each
of Milestones #1 through #3 Progress Reports have been previously released to
individual Indigenous communities for review and comment. While a separate Milestone
#4 Progress Report was not mandated, its inclusion reflects MFFN’s commitment to
transparency and meaningful consultation and engagement.

1. A Cumulative Effects Consultation Report was an additional requirement as part of the Terms of Reference
approval.
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Figure 1-1: The Record of Consultation and Engagement for Indigenous
Communities
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The reporting time period of Milestone #4 Progress Report begins on August 1,
2024, the day after the third milestone (Identification of Preferred Alternatives)
concluded, and ends September 5, 2025.

This report documents all communications, consultation, and engagement activities
during this time period, including efforts related to the preparation and release of the
Draft EA /IS in support of the Final EA / IS submission.

The September 5, 2025, end date for this reporting period marked the conclusion of the
Draft EA / IS review phase and accommodated extension requests from Indigenous
communities and government agencies for submitting formal comments on the Draft EA
/' IS; the original submission date of June 23, 2025, provided Indigenous communities
four months to provide feedback and with the extension a total of six and a half months
was provided.
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Outreach conducted after September 5, 2025, is reflected in Section 11 “We Listened”
of the Final EA /IS, and feedback provided after this date may also appear in
Appendix C, Feedback and Response Log, of the Final EA / IS. Accepting feedback on
the Draft EA /IS up to September 5, 2025, accommodated extension requests and
helped ensure that the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team had sufficient
time to review, analyze, and respond to comments received on the Draft EA / IS. This
approach allowed feedback to be thoughtfully and accurately documented and
incorporated, where appropriate, into the Final EA / IS.

While the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team worked to include as much
feedback as possible received after September 5, 2025, into the Final EA /IS,
incorporation depended on when comments were received and the complexity of the
issues raised. Indigenous communities have an opportunity to comment on the Final EA
/ IS and raise any outstanding or additional feedback at that time.

1.1.1 Major Consultation and Engagement Initiatives and Feedback

The reporting period for Milestone #4 Progress Report encompassed a broad range of
communication, consultation, and engagement initiatives to provide Indigenous
communities with meaningful opportunities to participate in the Environmental
Assessment / Impact Assessment (Assessment Process), including but not limited to:

e Indigenous Knowledge (IK) Program: Continued implementation of the IK
Program supported the collection and integration of traditional land use and
cultural information into the assessment. Several communities provided IK
information during this period, which informed Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights
and Interests (ATRI) and valued component studies.

e Draft EA/IS: Released the Draft EA / IS for early review by Indigenous
communities on February 19, 2026, including plain language summaries in
multiple languages and an Assessment Summary Package. Meetings, webinars,
and Public Information Centre (PIC) #6 were also hosted to support
understanding and encourage feedback during the Indigenous review period.
More details on the Draft EA / IS are provided in Section 1.1.2.

e Community Well-Being Report: This report, focusing on socio-economic
conditions, health, and cultural considerations, was advanced and shared with
communities for review and feedback on April 10, 2025.

e ATRI Work: Community-specific Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests:
Draft Impact Assessment Reports (ATRI: Draft IA Report) were distributed to
communities between June 10 to July 11, 2025, for comment, reflecting both
publicly available information and ATRI / IK provided to date by Indigenous
communities.
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Three Roads Project Gathering and Expo: Hosted in Thunder Bay and
Timmins in February 2025, this forum brought together Indigenous communities,
provincial representatives, and project teams for the Community Access Road,
Webequie Supply Road, and Northern Road Link. This event featured project
overviews, panel discussions, and breakout sessions in an expo-style format to
encourage dialogue on cumulative effects, ATRI considerations, and community
priorities. Private breakout sessions were offered to Indigenous communities to
discuss project-specific concerns and provide feedback.

Funding Programs: The Community Capacity Funding Program was introduced
in November 2024, to replace the Community Coordinator Program, offering
flexible funding to support communities in reviewing the Draft EA / IS and
participating in consultation and engagement activities.

PIC #6: Held in Thunder Bay and Geraldton in May 2025, PIC #6 provided
updates on the Assessment Process, Cumulative Effects Assessment, and
community well-being findings.

Webinars and Multimedia: A series of webinars and videos were delivered on
topics such as cumulative effects, valued components, and socio-economic
considerations. These were complemented by plain language summaries,
translated materials, and monthly E-blasts to make technical information
accessible.

Band Council Resolution: MFFN members contributed IK, land and resource
use information, and feedback on existing conditions and areas of concern.
Community members participated in the evaluation of route alternatives,
supported the development of preliminary route recommendations, and reviewed
the technically Preferred Route. This engagement culminated in a Band Council
Resolution supporting the Preferred Route in August 2024. These activities were
supported by ongoing outreach through social media, targeted communications,
and both virtual and in-person meetings, helping ensure consultation and
engagement remained inclusive and responsive throughout the milestone.

Feedback heard through this reporting period includes, but is not limited to, the following

topics:

Community well-being;
Cumulative effects;

Access and safety;
Consultation and engagement;
Socio-economic opportunities;
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e Construction activities and long-term operation and maintenance of the
Community Access Road;

e Cultural heritage;
e Indigenous Knowledge; and

e Climate change.

1.1.2 Importance of the Draft EA /IS

As further described in Section 1.2, this milestone is voluntary—MFFN chose to release
a Draft EA / IS even though this is not a regulatory requirement. Doing so, however,
provided Indigenous communities, interested persons, and government agencies early
access to Community Access Road information and findings, and created meaningful
opportunities for feedback prior to the submission of the Final EA / IS.

This proactive step allowed for a more collaborative process. Without the release of the
Draft EA /IS, the first and only opportunity to review and comment would have occurred
after submission of the Final EA / IS to federal and provincial agencies. By contrast, the
Draft EA / IS review period resulted in over 1000 comments from Indigenous
communities. These comments informed the preparation of the Final EA/ IS and
allowed the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team to incorporate input where
possible in the Final EA/ IS.

This Milestone #4 Progress Report demonstrates how consultation and engagement
efforts were tailored to provide opportunities for Indigenous communities to participate
in the review of the Draft EA / IS prior to the review deadline.

Consultation and engagement activities undertaken during this reporting period are
included, as well as comments and feedback received up to the end of the Draft EA/ IS
review period. This report does not include formal comments submitted by
Indigenous communities on the Draft EA / IS or the responses to those
comments. This information is available in the Feedback and Response Log,
available in Appendix C of the Final EA /IS. This log includes feedback received from
Indigenous communities; the corresponding responses; and resulting changes to the
Final EA / IS, where applicable. If specific topics were raised, section references of the
Final EA /IS are also provided to direct readers to more detailed information.

1.2 Federal and Provincial Requirements

There are both federal and provincial requirements that set the framework for the
Assessment Process. These are summarized below and were used to inform the
Consultation and Engagement Plan developed during the Terms of Reference to guide
communications, engagement, and consultation related to the Community Access
Road.
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1.2.1 Federal Requirements

Federal requirements for engagement, specific to Indigenous communities, on the
Community Access Road can be found in the following federal documents:

e Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines (Impact Assessment Agency of Canada,
2020a); and

e Indigenous Engagement and Partnership Plan for the Community Access Road
(Impact Assessment Agency of Canada, 2021).

In addition, the Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines require Gender-Based Analysis
Plus (GBA Plus) to be applied to impact assessments in Canada. Section 11 of the
Final EA / IS provides information on how GBA Plus has been applied to the Community
Access Road.

1.2.2 Provincial Requirements

The Marten Falls-Ontario Memorandum of Understanding on Shared Consultation
Responsibilities (AECOM, 2020) was signed in January 2020 between MFFN and the
Province of Ontario. The Memorandum outlines shared responsibilities regarding the
procedural aspects of Ontario’s duty to consult in the context of the provincial
Environmental Assessment for the proposed Community Access Road, for potentially
impacted and interested Indigenous communities. Roles and responsibilities governed
by the Memorandum include consultation planning and notification, delivery of the
planned activities, issues resolution and follow-up, and record keeping for consultation
and engagement with Indigenous communities.

A Terms of Reference (ToR) is the first step in the provincial EA process and is a
roadmap for planning and decision-making. It outlines how an EA should be prepared,
including the studies to be conducted, the process for identifying and assessing the
effects of a proposed project, and how people should be consulted.

The ToR for the MFFN Community Access Road was approved with amendments on
October 8, 2021, and the Notice of Commencement (NoC) of the provincial EA for the
Community Access Road was posted on October 29, 2021. As part of the ToR — Notice
of Approval, Ontario’s Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
included an amendment requiring three additional consultation and engagement reports
with Indigenous communities (for example, Milestone Progress Reports) at key EA
milestones. Visit https://www.ontario.ca/page/marten-falls-community-access-road-
project to read the details on the Notice of Approval.

As required by the MECP, progress reports were developed to reflect consultation and
engagement activities associated with each of the following EA milestones, with intent
to support Indigenous communities in providing meaningful input during the
development of the EA:
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Milestone #1: NoC of Provincial EA (referred to as NoC of EA) — sent to
Indigenous communities December 6, 2022. The reporting period covered
October 29, 2021, to June 30, 2022, and focused on the introduction of the
Community Access Road.

Milestone #2: Effects Assessment Methods — sent to Indigenous communities
November 27 and 29, 2023. The reporting period covered July 1, 2022, to May
31, 2023, and focused on the development of the Effects Assessment
methodology, including review by regulators and presentation of the Effects
Assessment methodology at PICs.

Milestone #3: Identification of Preferred Alternatives — sent to Indigenous
communities November 28 and 29, 2024. The reporting period covered June 1,
2023, to July 31, 2024, and focused on the development of: valued component
metrics tables and evaluation of information; development of a preliminary
preferred alternative; validation of information with MFFN Chief and Council and
community members; and confirmation of the Preferred Route through
submission of the final route recommendation memo to Chief and Council,
resulting in a Band Council Resolution for the Preferred Route.

Each progress report was required to:

Be organized by each Indigenous community;

Contain a consultation and engagement log and summary that tracks
consultation and engagement activities, information shared by the MFFN
Community Access Road Project Team with Indigenous communities, and
community input and MFFN Community Access Road Project Team’s responses
to such input for the EA milestone; and

Contain a discussion of how input and information provided by the Indigenous
communities have informed the development of the EA milestone.

Each report met the requirements noted above and community-specific sections were
distributed to each individual Indigenous community for review and comment. Each
progress report was also shared with the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and

Parks.

Provincial requirements were inclusive of all federal requirements, and both were met
during the Assessment Process. Additional requirements outlined in the Marten Falls-
Ontario Memorandum of Understanding on Shared Consultation Responsibilities were
also met.
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1.3 Indigenous Communities Identified for Consultation
and Engagement

MFFN has consulted and engaged with Indigenous communities identified by the MECP
and the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (the Agency) based on the level of
interest expressed by each community.

In total, there are 31 Indigenous communities, Tribal Councils, and Political Treaty
Organizations / Provincial Territorial Organizations being consulted and engaged on the
Community Access Road (23 Indigenous communities and 8 Tribal Councils, and
Political Treaty Organizations / Provincial Territorial Organizations).

From August 1, 2024, to September 5, 2025, the Community Access Road received
communication from 19 of the 31 being engaged, listed below. Additionally, 12
Indigenous communities, Tribal Councils, and / or Political Treaty Organizations /
Provincial Territorial Organizations who met with the MFFN Community Access Road
Project Team during this reporting period are indicated with an asterisk (*):

e MFFN*; e Kashechewan First Nation*;

e Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishinaabek?; e Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug

e Aroland First Nation™; First Nation;

e Attawapiskat First Nation*; e Long Lake #58 First Nation*;

e Constance Lake First Nation*; e Matawa First Nations

e Chiefs of Ontario; Management*;

e Eabametoong First Nation (Fort e Meétis Nation of Ontario;
Hope); e Mushkegowuk Council*

e Fort Albany First Nation*; ¢ Nibinamik First Nation*;

e Ginoogaming First Nation*; e Red Sky Métis Independent

e Kasabonika Lake First Nation:; Nation*; and

e Weenusk First Nation.

The following 12 of 31 did not communicate with MFFN from August 1, 2024, to
September 5, 2025. MFFN continued to offer to meet and shared updates on an
ongoing basis (e.g., monthly E-blasts, notifications, field notices). The 12 Indigenous
communities, Tribal Councils, and / or Political Treaty Organizations / Provincial
Territorial Organizations include:

¢ Independent First Nations Alliance; e Shibogama First Nations Council;
e Kingdfisher Lake First Nation; e Union of Ontario Indians;

e Mishkeegogamang First Nation; e Wapekeka First Nation;

¢ Neskantaga First Nation; e \Wawakapewin First Nation;

¢ Nishnawbe Aski Nation; e \Webequie First Nation; and

e Nokiiwin Tribal Council; e Wunnumin Lake First Nation.
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The term “neighbouring” is used to identify any Indigenous community being consulted
and engaged with respect to the Community Access Road; the term is not in reference
to proximity. MFFN is regarded as both the Proponent and the most potentially
impacted community; and participates in consultation and engagement activities for
neighbouring Indigenous communities.

To help achieve an appropriate level of consultation and engagement related to the
Community Access Road, (i.e., frequency and depth of consultation and engagement),
the list of communities being engaged was considered against the following:

e Expressed interest (to-date) in the Community Access Road, including applying
to Ministry of Energy and Mines, and the Agency for capacity funding, and / or
participation in the IK Program, the Community Coordinator Program, and the
Community Capacity Funding Program;

e ATRI, including any rights that neighbouring Indigenous communities have
identified that may be adversely affected by the Community Access Road;

e Geographical distance or proximity to the study area;

e Located downstream of the Community Access Road, with the potential to
experience effects to watercourses due to the Community Access Road;

e Traditional and / or current land use within the study area or of lands potentially
affected by the Community Access Road;

o Potential for effects on the environmental and community well-being (social,
economics, and human health conditions) of neighbouring Indigenous
communities; and

e Provided comments during the Assessment Process.

Throughout the Assessment Process, the MFFN Community Access Road Project
Team adjusted their approach to engaging each individual Indigenous communitiy in
consideration of these criteria; evolving the list as new information became available
and additional neighbouring Indigenous communities engaged in the consultation and
engagement opportunities provided. These opportunities are summarized in Section 2.

The above criteria were also used to identify which communities were offered funding to
participate in the Indigenous Knowledge Program and the Community Capacity Funding
Programz. Section 11 of the Final EA / IS provides more information on the IK Program
and the Community Capacity Funding Program. The status of participation for both
these programs can be found in Table 1-1.

2. To better serve the interest of Indigenous communities in reviewing the Draft EA / IS, the Community Coordinator
Program was replaced with the Community Capacity Funding Program in November 2024.
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Additionally, MFFN and Aroland First Nation members were also offered employment
opportunities as Field Study Support Staff to assist with field programs and were

provided funding for goods and services associated with in-person meetings, such as
transportation, catering, and meeting set-up.
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Table 1-1: Status of Neighbouring Indigenous Communities’ Participation in the Community Capacity Funding
Program and Funding Offer for the IK Program

Indigenous

Community

Status of Uptake in Community
Capacity Funding Program and

Comments on the Draft Environmental

Status of Uptake for Community
Coordinator Program

Status of Funding Offer for Indigenous

Knowledge Program

1 Aroland First
Nation

Assessment / Impact Statement

Funding provided

Aroland First Nation provided
comments on the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement

Aroland First Nation was reviewing
applicants for the position

The Community Coordinator Program
was amended to the Community
Capacity Funding Program in
advance of an applicant being
selected by the community

Funding Provided

Received Indigenous Knowledge from
the community

2 Attawapiskat First
Nation

Capacity Funding information sent to
community

No response received

Attawapiskat First Nation provided
comments on the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement

Offered
No response received

Indicated they do not want to
participate in the Indigenous
Knowledge Program

3 Animbiigoo-
Zaagi'igan
Anishinaabek

Funding provided
Animbiigoo-Zaagi'igan Anishinaabek
provided comments on the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement

Offered
No response received

Funding provided

Received Indigenous Knowledge from
the community

4 Constance Lake
First Nation

Funding provided

Contance Lake First Nation provided
comments on the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement

Offered

Expressed interest; noted difficulty
finding resource to fill role

The Community Coordinator Program
was amended to the Community
Capacity Funding Program in
advance of an applicant being
selected by the community

The Sharing Agreement is with the
community for signing

The updated funding agreement is
with the community for review
Constance Lake First Nation did not
provide Indigenous Knowledge
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Indigenous

Community

Status of Uptake in Community
Capacity Funding Program and

Comments on the Draft Environmental

Assessment / Impact Statement

Status of Uptake for Community
Coordinator Program

Status of Funding Offer for Indigenous

Knowledge Program

5 Eabametoong
First Nation

Community Capacity Funding
information sent to community

Community acknowledged receipt of
information and expressed interest.
Follow-ups have been sent; no further
response received regarding the
program during the Assessment
Process

Eabametoong First Nation provided
comments on the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement, after
the review period ended

Offered
No response received

Updated versions of the sharing and
funding agreements are with the
community for review

Eabamatoong First Nation did not
provide Indigenous Knowledge

6 Fort Albany First
Nation

Funding provided

Fort Albany First Nation provided
comments on the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement

Offered
Acknowledged offer

The Community Coordinator Program
was amended to the Community
Capacity Funding Program in
advance of an applicant being
selected by the community

Funding provided

Received Indigenous Knowledge from
the community

7 Ginoogaming
First Nation

Funding provided

Ginoogaming First Nation provided
comments on the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement

Offered

Have expressed interest in program;
actively recruiting.

The Community Coordinator Program
was amended to the Community
Capacity Funding Program in
advance of an applicant being
selected by the community

Funding provided

Received Indigenous Knowledge from
the community
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Indigenous

Community

Comments on the Draft Environmental

Status of Uptake in Community
Capacity Funding Program and

Assessment / Impact Statement

Status of Uptake for Community
Coordinator Program

Status of Funding Offer for Indigenous

Knowledge Program

Nation

Marten Falls First Nation did not
provide comments on the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement

hired (living in Marten Falls); one
current Community Coordinator (living
outside of Marten Falls)

Funding provided

8 Kasabonika Lake |¢ Community Capacity Funding e Offered e Updated versions of the sharing and
First Nation information sent to community o No response received funding agreements are with the
« No response received community for review
° Kasabor"ka Lake Fn‘st Na“on d|d not ° Kasabonika Lake FirSt Nation d|d nOt
provide comments on the Draft provide Indigenous Knowledge
Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement
9 Kashechewan e Funding provided e Offered e Funding provided
First Nation e Kashechewan First Nation provided |e Acknowledged offer ¢ Received Indigenous Knowledge from
comments on the Draft Environmental | The Community Coordinator Program the community
Assessment / Impact Statement was amended to the Community
Capacity Funding Program in
advance of an applicant being
selected by the community
10 |Long Lake #58 e Community Capacity Funding e Offered e Initial versions of sharing and funding
First Nation information sent to community « Acknowledged offer agreements sent to the community
o Community acknowledged receiptof |, The Community Coordinator Program |* Long Lake #58 First Nation did not
information and expressed interest; was amended to the Community provide Indigenous Knowledge
Community Capacity Funding Capacity Funding Program in
Agreeme_nt has been sent to the advance of an applicant being
community. selected by the community
e Long Lake #58 First Nation did not
provide comments on the Draft
Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement
11 |Marten Falls First |e Funding provided e One previous Community Coordinator [e Funding provided

Received Indigenous Knowledge from
the Community
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Indigenous

Community

Status of Uptake in Community
Capacity Funding Program and

Comments on the Draft Environmental

Assessment / Impact Statement

Status of Uptake for Community
Coordinator Program

Status of Funding Offer for Indigenous

Knowledge Program

Nation

Weenusk First Nation provided
comments on the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement

12 |Neskantaga First |[¢ Community Capacity Funding Offered Updated versions of the sharing and
Nation information sent to community No response received funding agreements are with the
« No response received community for review
+ Neskantaga First Nation did not Neskantaga First Nation did not
provide comments on the Draft provide Indigenous Knowledge
Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement
13 |Nibinamik First e Funding provided Offered Initial versions of the sharing and
Nation « Nibinamik First Nation provided No response received funding agreements sent to the
comments on the Draft Environmental community
Assessment / Impact Statement Nibinamik First Nation did not provide
Indigenous Knowledge
14 |Webequie First |e¢ Community Capacity Funding Offered Updated versions of the sharing and
Nation information sent to community No response received funding agreements are with the
 No response received community for review
« Webequie First Nation did not provide Webequie First Nation did not provide
comments on the Draft Environmental Indigenous Knowledge
Assessment / Impact Statement
15 |Weenusk First e Funding provided Offered The final versions of the sharing and

Acknowledged offer

The Community Coordinator Program
was amended to the Community
Capacity Funding Program in
advance of an applicant being
selected by the community

funding agreements have been
signed by the Project Team and the
community

Once banking information is shared
by Weenusk First Nation, funding for
Indigenous Knowledge will be
provided to Weenusk First Nation

Received Indigenous Knowledge from
the community
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1.4 Summary of Input and Information Received

Throughout this reporting period, issues, comments, and interests were provided by
Indigenous communities.

An issue is defined as feedback provided that has the potential to influence the
Assessment Process.

A comment or interest is defined as a question, statement, data, and / or information
that does not have the potential to influence the Assessment Process.

Feedback is documented in the consultation and engagement log within each
community-specific section, however, only issues are elaborated on in the community-
specific Summary of Feedback Received and Response / Action tables. All comments
and interests are available in Appendix X of the Final EA/IS.

Section 2 includes a summary of key consultation and engagement activities and a
more detailed summary of issues received through consultation and engagement
activities.

Section 3 provides a detailed record of the consultation and engagement efforts with
each of the 31 Indigenous communities and organizations, including all communications
received between August 1, 2024, and September 5, 2025. The community-specific
sections also include discussion of how input provided (e.g., issues) by the Indigenous
communities has informed or been considered in the Assessment Process, as well as
Final EA / IS section references for more information on select topics.
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2.
2.1

Consultation and Engagement

Approach and Consultation and Engagement Activities

As outlined in the Consultation and Engagement Plan to support the Assessment
Process, this Milestone #4 Progress Report reporting period focused on the following
activities and requests for targeted input.

Activities for Indigenous communities:

Held Indigenous leadership and community discussions / meetings, considering
applicable and relevant subgroups (e.g., women, youth, and Elders), in-person
and virtual;

Circulated Community Access Road updates, including 12 E-blasts;

Sent emails and made phone calls to confirm interest in being consulted on the
Community Access Road (for communities that had not yet expressed interest);

Developed plain language updates (translated, as required);

Maintained a website to share the latest updates and information on the
Community Access Road,;

Distributed field notices and updates regarding specific programs;
Circulated email updates;
Posted social media updates;

Conducted follow-up communications to confirm information was received and
the material(s) provided were understood;

Encouraged participation in Community Access Road programs including the IK
Program and Community Capacity Funding Program;

Circulated Notice of Release of the Draft EA / IS (translations available);
Distributed Notice of PIC #6;

Held PIC #6 in Thunder Bay and Geraldton, along with two in-community MFFN
meetings, two in-community Aroland meetings, and online version of PIC #6;

Circulated materials to support the review of the Draft EA / IS, including an
Assessment Summary Package and plain language summaries;

Circulated information on the Community Capacity Funding Program to 15
communities to support the review of the Draft EA / IS;

Distributed 11 plain language summaries in five languages (English, French,
Ojibway, Cree, and Qiji-Cree);
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e Posted three videos on What We’ve Heard, Draft EA / IS Update, and
Understanding Cumulative Effects;

e Distributed community-specific ATRI: Draft IA Reports;
e Held six meetings with MFFN Chief and Council and broader community;
e Held eight meetings with Indigenous communities;

o Distributed notices for the online webinar series, including Community Well-
Being, Ungulates, Fish and Fish Habitat, and Land and Resource Use;

e Hosted an online webinar series on Community Well-Being, Ungulates, Fish and
Fish Habitat, and Land and Resource Use;

e Held the second Three Road Projects Gathering and Expo;

e Shared multimedia-based communications related to the Draft EA / IS such as
videos, live webinars, and web updates; and

e Sent an introductory letter and Frequently Asked Questions about the Draft EA /
IS.

Requested information to determine and identify the following targeted input:

e The navigability of the Preferred Route;
e Indigenous community’s values and topics of interest;

e Potential effects and mitigation measures to be considered, monitored and
adapted to;

e Impacts of the Community Access Road on ATRI, socio-community, and
economic impacts, and potential impact management measures to avoid,
mitigate, and off-set the impact(s);

e Validation of reports including Milestone #3 Progress Report and ATRI: Draft IA
Report;

e Cumulative effects assessment results and the Project Inclusions List;

e GBA;

e Confirmation on whether input and feedback provided during the previous
milestone was captured appropriately;

e Confirmation of how Indigenous communities would like to receive the Draft EA /
IS, language preferences for translations, study areas of interest, and their
interest in scheduling a meeting with the MFFN Community Access Road Project
Team; and
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e The Draft EA /IS conclusions, including technical reports and the Record of
Consultation and Engagement for Interested Persons, and whether input and
feedback provided during the previous milestone was captured appropriately.

The documents associated with the activities and targeted input for Indigenous
communities can be found in Appendix A.

The following further describes the above activities and requests for targeted input that
took place during this reporting period.

211 DraftEA/IS

The early release of the Draft EA / IS started on February 18, 2025, for an Indigenous
community review period of 120 days. The public and regulator review period started on
April 22, 2025, for a 60-day review period. The comment period for Indigenous
communities, the public, and regulators was intended to conclude on June 23, 20253,
however, requests for extensions were received from government regulators and
Indigenous communities. Comments and feedback accepted up until September 5,
2025, are included within this reporting period; input received and information provided
or activities conducted after this date are reflected within Section 11 of the Final EA / IS.

Consultation and engagement activities related to the release of the Draft EA /IS began
with letters issued to the 31 Indigenous communities, Tribal Councils, and Political
Treaty Organizations / Provincial Territorial Organizations engaged on the Community
Access Road. The intent was to advise of the upcoming release of the Draft EA / IS; to
help ensure those who were interested in taking part in the review were well informed
and prepared for the process. The letter outlined the overall Draft EA / IS process, the
review process, how the Community Access Road Project Team could support in the
review process, and the estimated document content and size. A Frequently Asked
Questions document regarding the circulation of the Draft EA / IS was also provided. An
online questionnaire was included in the email to determine each community’s main
point of contact and preferred format to receive the Draft EA / IS. It also offered an
opportunity to share their preferred language for translations, their key areas of interest,
and whether they would like to meet with the MFFN Community Access Road Project
Team to discuss the Draft EA/ IS. A copy of the Frequently Asked Questions and
questionnaire is provided in Appendix A.

In addition, key information related to the Draft EA / IS was provided in the monthly
E-blasts, videos, and social media posts leading up to the official release.

3. The deadline for the review of the Draft EA / IS was initially communicated as June 18, 2025. The deadline for
feedback was changed to June 23, 2025, to account for the Easter holidays.
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On February 12 and 19, 2025, the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team met
with MFFN members in-community and in Thunder Bay, respectively, to deliver a
printed copy of the Draft EA / IS and help guide the Community through the document.
To assist in the review of the Draft EA / IS, an Assessment Summary Package was
created. The Assessment Summary Package included a letter from Chief Bruce
Achneepineskum, frequently asked questions, information on what is included in the
Draft EA /IS, the Executive Summary, plain language summaries, a technical guide to
the plain language summaries, and a USB with all the contents of the Draft EA /IS and
its supporting documents.

On February 19, 2025, an email was sent to Indigenous community key contacts
sharing the link to the Draft EA / IS and informing them of the 120-day review period for
Indigenous communities. Links to supporting documents were also shared, including the
Assessment Summary package and its contents. Communities who had requested hard
copies of the Draft EA / IS had copies shipped to them. Furthermore, a hard copy of the
Draft EA / IS and supporting technical documents were made available for in-person
viewing at the MFFN Band Office in Ogoki, Matawa First Nations Management office in
Thunder Bay, the Choose Life office in Geraldton, Greenstone Public Library at the
Geraldton and Long Lac branches, Sioux Lookout Public Library, Thunder Bay Public
Library — Waverley Resource Library, and Timmins Public Library.

The Community Well-Being Report was not available at the time of distribution of the
Draft EA/ IS. It was provided to Indigenous community key contacts on April 10, 2025,
and MFFN community members on April 16, 2025 (the delay was caused by a technical
difficulty).

Throughout the review period, meetings were offered to Indigenous communities to
answer questions or assist in reviewing the documents. The MFFN Community Access
Road Project Team relayed information on the Draft EA / IS through various information
outlets, including but not limited to, monthly E-blasts, webinars, videos, monthly
outreach to Indigenous key contacts, and website updates.

Feedback, comments and questions were welcomed via email, telephone or mail until
June 23, 2025. To accommodate extension requests from Indigenous communities and
government regulators, the comment capture period was extended until September 5,
2025. Over 1000 comments were received by the MFFN Community Access Road
Project Team on the Draft EA / IS from nine Indigenous communities, including Aroland
First Nation, Animbiigoo Zaagi'igan Anishinaabek, Constance Lake First Nation, Fort
Albany First Nation, Ginoogaming First Nation, Kashechewan First Nation,
Mushkegowuk Council, Nibinamik First Nation, and Weenusk First Nation. In addition,
comments on the Draft EA / IS were provided by Attawapiskat First Nation to MECP and
the Agency, copying the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team. Comments and
responses to the feedback received on the Draft EA /IS, including how each was
considered, is documented in a Feedback and Response Log in Appendix C of the Final
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EA/1S. The log lists the comment submitted, the response to that comment, and where
those changes appear in the Final EA /IS, if any changes were necessary.

The following Indigenous communities did not provide comments on the Draft EA /IS
MFFN, Chiefs of Ontario, Eabametoong First Nation, Kasabonika Lake First Nation,
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nation, Long Lake #58 First Nation, Matawa First
Nations Management, Métis Nation of Ontario, Red Sky Métis Independent Nation,
Independent First Nations Alliance, Kingfisher Lake First Nation, Mishkeegogamang
First Nation, Neskantaga First Nation, Nishnawbe Aski Nation, Nokiiwin Tribal Council,
Shibogama First Nations Council, Union of Ontario Indians, Wapekeka First Nation,
Wawakapewin First Nation, Webequie First Nation, and Wunnumin Lake First Nation.

The following table (Table 2-1) shows the topics / disciplines that each Indigenous
community provided feedback on in their review of the Draft EA / IS. Topics that were
commented on are shown with a check mark.
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Table 2-1: Draft EA /IS Comments from Indigenous Communities by Topic / Discipline
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Animbiigoo-

Anis hinaabek
Attawapiskat First
Aroland First Nation
Constance Lake First
Ginoogaming First
Kashechewan First
Mushkegowuk Tribal
Council

Nibinamik First
Weenusk First

Zaagi'igan
Fort Albany

Fish and Fish Habitat
Future Indigenous Involvment
GBA Plus

General Project

Groundwater (Quality and
Quantity)

Indigenous Knowledge and
Land Use

Land and Resource Use

Operations and Maintenance
(including Post-Construction
Monitoring)

Peatlands

Physiography, Terrain and Soils
Route Alternatives

Provincial Process

Request for Regulators

Surface Water (Quality and
Quantity)

Ungulates
Vegetation
Visual Aesthetics
Wildlife
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21.2 PIC#6

PIC #6 was held on May 26, 2025, in Thunder Bay and on May 29, 2025, in the
Municipality of Greenstone (Geraldton). PIC #6 was held in an open house format and
featured a series of display boards, large maps, and hand outs. PIC #6 provided an
update on the Community Access Road, including: the Assessment Process; the
Cumulative Effects Assessment, the Project Inclusions List, and results; how the road
will affect community well-being for MFFN and nearby communities; land and resource
use; and information on the Country Foods sampling program. The MFFN Community
Access Road Project Team, including MFFN Senior Community Member Advisors, and
Consultants, were available to guide attendees through the display boards and answer
questions. Attendees were encouraged to review the display boards and provide
comments and feedback through discussions.

The following printed and online materials were available for attendees:

e Paper copy of the open house boards;

e Frequently Asked Questions — Draft EA/ IS;

e Draft EA /IS Executive Summary (English, Cree, Qji-Cree, and Ojibway);
e 11 plain language summaries (English, Oji-Cree, and Ojibway)?;

e Maps of: Preferred Route, tourism oultfitter locations, Project Inclusions List
(cumulative effects), and trapline areas;

e Cumulative Effects Inclusions List information sheet;
e Community Well-Being — Economics Information Sheet; and

e Socio-Community Effects and Mitigations Information Sheet.

Approximately 27 individuals attended PIC #6 (11 attendees in Thunder Bay on May 26,
2025, and 16 attendees in Geraldton on May 29, 2025). Attendees included Indigenous
community members, federal and provincial agencies, members of the public / local
residents, and environmental group and industry representatives.

A shuttle service was offered for nearby Long Lake #58 First Nation and Ginoogaming
First Nation members to attend PIC #6. Shuttle services were declined, however, a
group of Elders from Long Lake #58 First Nation attended PIC #6 in Geraldton.

In consideration of the type of feedback provided at PIC #6, insights provided were
considered an interest or comment; no issues were raised at PIC #6. Key feedback
themes reflected a range of interests and comments, highlighting the importance of

4. Due to the size and complexity of the documents, along with limited resources available across Canada to
complete the translations in Cree, these documents were not available at the time of this meeting.
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safety, environmental stewardship, and ongoing consultation and engagement. The
following high-level interests / comments were provided at PIC #6 and community
meetings:

e Questions regarding land access, such as for hunting and trapping;

e Adding visuals and known landmarks on maps;

e Engineering and design, including construction camps, water crossings, and road
design;

e Community benefits received from the road;

e Access and safety of the road, including ownership and restrictions on use;
e Training programs and job opportunities during and post-construction;

e Interest in the Food Sampling Program;

e Community well-being, safety, including mental health, drugs, and alcohol;
e Cumulative effects and the Project Inclusion List;

e Consultation and engagement methods, including meeting outreach, Community
Access Road timelines, map locations, and differentiations between other road
projects in the area;

e Cultural heritage information including burial grounds (note: these areas were
already known by the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team); and

e In-Community Forestry Road upgrades.

A detailed description of PIC #6, including the materials presented, comments,
questions, and responses (via summary report) is available in Appendix A.

2.1.3 Three Roads Project Gathering and Expo

A second Three Roads Project Gathering and Expo was held in Thunder Bay on
February 19 and 20, 2025, and in Timmins on February 25 and 26, 2025, with the
province offering to fund up to three representatives from each Indigenous community
to attend the event in person. The forum was hosted by Indigenous & Community
Engagement (ICE ), with the support of the Community Access Road, Webequie Supply
Road (WSR), and Northern Road Link (NRL). The purpose of this forum was to advance
conversations from the last forum that took place in June 2024, with an emphasis on the
release of the Draft EA /IS, and to provide a space where participants could engage
and learn more about the three unique road projects, ask questions, and share
feedback.

The first day of the February 2025 Three Roads Project Gathering and Expo provided
project overviews, panel discussions, individual community breakout sessions, and an
expo style forum where participants could visit various booths hosted by Project Team
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members for all three road projects. The Community Access Road Booth emphasized
the: Draft EA / IS, Cumulative Effects Assessment methodology, and the proposed
Project Inclusions List; consultation and engagement efforts to date; and project effects
and mitigations. The second day of the forum included panel discussions on ATRI and
additional breakout sessions. Private breakout sessions with each road project were
available for Indigenous communities. The MFFN Community Access Road Project
Team held seven breakout sessions with ten communities (grouping of each breakout
session is as follows):

e Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishinaabek;

e Aroland First Nation;

e Attawapiskat First Nation;

e Constance Lake First Nation, Fort Albany First Nation, and Long Lake #58 First
Nation;

e Kashechewan First Nation and Mushkegowuk Council;
e Nibinamik First Nation, and;

e Red Sky Métis Independent Nation.

Comments received during the private breakout sessions include but are not limited to
the following key themes:

e Construction: Construction and accident prevention methods and such as spill
control and dust abatement;

e Consultation methods: Consultation and engagement during the Draft EA / IS
review period and document translation availability;

e Employment and economy: Capacity building benefits from the Community
Access Road;

e Socio-community: Growth and development resulting from the Community
Access Road;

e Post construction: Operations and maintenance activities during and post-
construction, including traffic estimates and access;

e Climate change: Concerns and actions taken in consideration of the Community
Access Road;

e Cumulative effects: Impacts in relation to other road projects and caribou; and
e General project: Road construction timelines.
Meeting notes from breakout sessions are included in each communities’ specific

appendix, and feedback is documented in their community-specific chapter of the
Milestone #4 Progress Report (for issues) or the Comments and Interests List in the
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Final RoCE for Indigenous Communities (for comments and interests). Confidential
meeting notes and feedback are not included.

2.1.4 Community Meetings

Twenty-seven community meetings occurred during the reporting period. These
meetings are summarized below, in addition to the Three Roads Project Gathering and
Expo breakout sessions, which are listed above. Additional details may be found in
individual community chapters.

MFFN

Two meetings with MFFN were scheduled in October 2024. A meeting occurred in
Thunder Bay, Ontario, on October 15, 2024. A second meeting was planned in Marten
Falls for October 17, 2024, but due to unforeseen circumstances in the Community, the
meeting was cancelled.

A total of approximately® 16 MFFN community members attended the community
member meeting. At these meetings, attendees were encouraged to share their
feedback, concerns, and pose questions verbally or by completing the available
feedback form. Questions were answered by MFFN Senior Community Member
Advisors and the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team members and
Consultants. The MFFN community meetings focused on new information on the Draft
EA /IS review process, construction, socio-community studies, potential effects and
mitigation measures, offsetting activities, cumulative effects, and climate change
challenges.

MFFN community members feedback centered around:
e Learning more about topics relating to socio-community, including housing,
human health, and safety;
e Providing climate change observations within the Community;
e Water crossings; and

e Employment opportunities during construction.

Meetings with MFFN community members also occurred on February 12 and 19, 2025,
in Marten Falls and Thunder Bay, respectively. A total of approximately 25 community
members attended the community meetings. The intent of these meetings was to
deliver a printed copy of the Draft EA / IS and to discuss what was included in the report

5. Sign-in at these events was voluntary, therefore numbers have been approximated.
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and the review timeline. In addition to the full Draft EA / IS, Assessment Summary
Packages were shared with community members.

Feedback centred around:

e Road construction, design, and the preferred route;
e Construction schedules; and

e Consultation and engagement methods during the Draft EA / IS review period.

Meetings with MFFN community members also occurred on May 27 and 28, 2025, in
Thunder Bay and Marten Falls, respectively. A total of approximately 68 MFFN
community members attended the community member meetings. At these meetings,
attendees were encouraged to share their feedback and concerns, and to pose
questions either verbally or in writing using the available feedback forms. Questions
were answered by MFFN Senior Community Member Advisors and the MFFN
Community Access Road Project Team members and Consultants. The MFFN
community meetings focused on the Draft EA / IS and how to provide feedback, the
road and community well-being, and cumulative effects and final projects / activities
considered.

Feedback centred around:

e Community well-being, including expressed excitement about the Country Foods
Program;

e Concern regarding the road increasing access to drugs and alcohol; and

e Recommendations regarding different ways to provide notice about the
community meetings in the future.

Additional opportunities to provide feedback were presented through the Country Foods
Program and Story Beads Exercise. The Community Well-Being Team conducted a
Country Foods Program where community members provided samples of foods to
assess existing contaminant levels in traditional food species commonly harvested and
consumed within the Community. The Story Beads Exercise was intended to create
space for intergenerational dialogue and shared storytelling using beadwork as a
metaphor. MFFN members shared stories and their hopes and concerns around the
Community Access Road, including increased access to food and reduced cost of living,
and their concerns about outsider access and substance abuse.
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Figure 2-1: Photos from the Country Foods Program and Story Beads Exercise
in MFFN

MFFN held a general meeting on July 4, 2025, in Thunder Bay, and invited a member of
the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team to present on the Community Access
Road. The presentation outlined the Assessment Process, the EA / IS schedule,
feedback received during the Draft EA / IS, consultation and engagement activities that
occurred during the Draft EA / IS review period, and an update on the Country Foods
Program.

Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishinaabek

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team met in-person and online with
Animbiigoo Zaagi'igan Anishinaabek on August 28, 2024, to discuss the IK Program,
along with the IK Funding Agreement. Four people attended the meeting, including
representatives from Animbiigoo Zaagi'igan Anishinaabek and MFFN Community
Access Road Project Team and Consultants. An overview of the IK Program and its
deliverables was given, followed by a question and answer period.

Comments and questions received included, but were not limited to:

o If feedback on the Draft Preliminary ATRI Existing Conditions Report was still
being accepted,;
e How study areas were assessed; and

e How information on traditional territory would be used for Animbiigoo Zaagi’'igan
Anishinaabek’s area of interest.
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Follow-up discussions included ATRI report feedback, information on study areas,
clarification on traditional territory, and areas of interest. Representatives of Animbiigoo
Zaagi'igan Anishinaabek requested a Community Access Road schedule and
consultation and engagement milestones to be distributed following the meeting, and
indicated they would confirm if information on their traditional territory could be shared
with the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team.

Aroland First Nation

Meetings with Aroland First Nation occurred on May 28 and 29, 2025, in Thunder Bay
and Aroland, respectively. Approximately 12 individuals attended the community
meeting in Thunder Bay on May 28, 2025, and approximately 23 individuals attended
the meeting in Aroland First Nation on May 29, 2025. Due to a miscommunication
regarding the date and time of the Aroland First Nation members only meeting,
members of Aroland First Nation also attended the MFFN members meeting on May 27,
2025. Approximately 22 Aroland First Nation members attended the meeting on May 27,
2025.

At these meetings, attendees were encouraged to share their feedback, concerns, and
pose questions verbally or in writing using the available feedback form. Questions were
answered by MFFN Senior Community Member Advisors and the MFFN Community
Access Road Project Team and Consultants. The MFFN community meetings
discussed the Draft EA / IS and how to provide feedback, community well-being studies,
cumulative effects, and the Project Inclusions List.

Questions and comments centred around:

e Community well-being and health;
e Trapline use;
e Water crossings; and

e Potential effects of the road.

The Community Well-Being Team hosted a Story Beads Exercise at these meetings
which intended to create space for intergenerational dialogue and shared storytelling
using beadwork as a metaphor. Aroland members shared stories and their concerns
about environmental impacts in relation to the Community Access Road, especially
related to water, wildlife migration, and the Ring of Fire. Aroland First Nation members
also expressed strong interest in the Community Access Road, highlighting its potential
to improve access to food, goods, services, and employment opportunities.

In April of 2024, a task force was created between Marten Falls First Nation and
Aroland First Nation to discuss various topics, including advancing discussions related
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to the Community Access Road and other road projects, as well as collaboration
between the nations. Several task force meetings have occurred between the two
communities; however, they are not specific to the Community Access Road and fall
outside of the scope of this Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement. Two task
force meetings occurred within the reporting period, on August 8, 2024, and October 29,
2024.

Constance Lake First Nation

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team held a meeting in Constance Lake
First Nation on February 22, 2025, to provide a general overview of the Community
Access Road and present an update on the Draft EA / IS. Approximately ten people
attended. The meeting format consisted of a sit-down dinner and presentation from the
MFFN Community Access Road Project Team to share general information on the
Community Access Road and the Draft EA/ IS.

A variety of topics were discussed, which included:

e Mitigation measures and cumulative effects;
e Road ownership and access;

e Human health;

e ATRI; and

e Consultation and engagement methods.
Fort Albany First Nation

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team met virtually with Fort Albany First
Nation on November 7, 2024, to discuss various Community Access Road updates and
meaningful consultation and engagement. Five people attended this meeting, including
representatives from Fort Albany First Nation and MFFN Community Access Road
Project Team and Consultants. During the meeting, discussions surrounded Fort Albany
First Nation’s concerns related to the Community Access Road, consultation and
engagement methods, and the release of the Draft EA / IS. Fort Albany also inquired
about the comments they made on the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment and the
Draft Preliminary ATRI Existing Conditions Report. Updates were provided by the MFFN
Community Access Road Project Team on the IK Program and the new Community
Capacity Program.

A variety of topics were discussed, which included:

e Availability of the Draft EA / IS;

e Communications regarding the Draft EA /IS timeline;
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e The Community Capacity Funding Agreement;

e Arequest from Fort Albany First Nation on the response to comments on the
Archaeological Assessment Report and the Draft Preliminary ATRI Existing
Conditions Report; and

e Fort Albany First Nation’s Milestone #1 Progress Report comments, following the
meeting.

A virtual meeting between the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team and Fort
Albany First Nation also occurred on June 3, 2025, to discuss the ongoing review of the
Draft EA/1S. 15 people attended this meeting, including representatives from Fort
Albany First Nation and the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team and
Consultants. During the meeting, discussions surrounded identifying gaps noted by Fort
Albany First Nation in the Draft EA / IS. Specific topics of discussion included:

e Bill 5;
e Future development in the Project area;

e Free, Prior, and Informed Consent;

e Mitigations of psycho-social impacts, including but not limited to gendered
violence and impacts to youth;

e Protection and plans for access and stewardship for harvesting areas, sacred
areas, and burial sites;

e The importance of the Albany River and water assessments;
e Moose movement and habitat disruption;

e Regional impacts and other development as a result of the Community Access
Road; and

¢ Anticipated timelines for the release of the ATRI: Draft IA Report.

Representatives from Fort Albany First Nation requested that the ATRI: Draft IA Report
be distributed to the community. They also asked that the MFFN Community Access
Road Project Team provide written responses to Fort Albany First Nation’s comments
on the Draft EA / IS, once submitted. Additionally, Fort Albany First Nation indicated that
they would request an in-community meeting with the MFFN Community Access Road
Project Team after the community has completed its review of the Draft EA / IS.

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team requested Fort Albany First Nation’s
final IK Report and preferred payment method for the distribution of IK Program funding
(note, IK funding has since been provided).
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Ginoogaming First Nation

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team met with Ginoogaming First Nation
on August 1, 2024, to discuss the work being done by the MFFN Community Access
Road Archaeology Team. Nine people attended this meeting, including representatives
from Ginoogaming First Nation and MFFN Community Access Road Project Team and
Consultants. The meeting was held virtually and discussed the Elder's Committee, as
well as involvement of Indigenous perspectives (e.g., Indigenous archaeologists on
archaeology work). The MFFN Community Access Road Archaeology Team provided
an overview of their work and answered questions.

Following the meeting, Ginoogaming First Nation was provided an Executive Indigenous
Summary of the Archaeology Assessment Report and information about findings in the
study area of the Community Access Road. Two additional meetings were requested
within the reporting period; one with Ginoogaming First Nation representatives and one
Nation-to-Nation meeting between Ginoogaming First Nation and MFFN. Both meetings
did not happen due to unforeseen circumstances. Two attempts to reschedule the
meeting with Ginoogaming First Nation representatives were made during the reporting
period, however, the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team did not receive a
response regarding the meeting. The MFFN Community Access Road Project
Consultant directed Ginoogaming First Nation to reach out directly to MFFN regarding a
Nation-to-Nation meeting.

Long Lake #58 First Nation

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team met virtually with Long Lake #58
First Nation on February 6, 2025, to discuss the IK Program. Nine people attended the
meeting, including representatives from Long Lake #58 First Nation and MFFN
Community Access Road Project Team and Consultants. Discussions surrounded the
desire to participate in the IK Program, materials shared, collection efforts including the
timeline, and the revised ATRI study areas for the assessment. Representatives from
Long Lake #58 First Nation requested that the:

e Long Lake #58 First Nation Draft Preliminary ATRI Existing Conditions Report be
re-sent; and

e Revised figure of the Local and Regional Study Areas will be used for the ATRI
Impact Assessment.

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team also committed to follow-up with
Long Lake #58 First Nation Chief and Council on the status of the IK Sharing
Agreement and Funding Agreement.
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Matawa First Nations Management

The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team met with Matawa First Nations
Management virtually on May 9, 2025. Ten people attended this meeting, including
representatives of Matawa First Nations Management and MFFN Community Access
Road Project Team and Consultants. The meeting included a presentation followed by a
question and answer period. Discussions surrounded the Community Well-Bring Report,
included:

e Economic development;

e Human health;

e Education and training for community members;
e Housing options; and

e Road access.

Matawa First Nations Management requested the link to the Building the Community
Access Road webinar; this was shared following the meeting.

Nibinamik First Nation

A community meeting was planned for November 14, 2024, with Nibinamik First Nation,
but was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances. Attempts to reschedule this
meeting continued, however, as of September 5, 2025, Nibinamik First Nation had not
responded to requests to reschedule the meeting.

2.1.5 Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests

Community-specific ATRI: Draft IA Reports were prepared and issued to each
community in June and July 2025, with a 90-day review period.

These community-specific ATRI: Draft IA Reports included IK information received from
the community prior to January 2025, along with information obtained from publicly
available sources. The community-specific ATRI: Draft IA Reports outlined the
assessment process for ATRI related to the Community Access Road, and focused
specifically on each community. Communities were given 90 days to provide feedback
before the finalization of their ATRI: Draft IA Report in October 2025. The ATRI: Draft IA
Reports are confidential, therefore feedback provided are not available publicly. An
ATRI Summary Report is available in Appendix O of the Final EA / 1S. Community-
specific Final ATRI Impact Assessment Reports, including a specific Feedback and
Response Logs will be available in Spring 2026.
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2.1.6 Community Capacity Funding Program

The Community Capacity Funding Program was introduced in November 2024 as an
evolution of the existing Community Coordinator Program, offering flexible funding to
support communities in reviewing the Draft EA / IS and participating in consultation and
engagement activities. The Community Capacity Funding Program offered a one-time
capacity funding payment designed to support consultation and engagement on the
Community Access Road in a way that best suited the unique needs of each eligible
Indigenous community. This new approach provided communities with the flexibility and
autonomy to allocate funds as needed to support their review of the Draft EA / IS. Each
community who participated in the program provided feedback on the Draft EA/ IS.

Introductory letters were sent to specific communities via email between November 1
and 8, 2024. An additional letter was sent to Neskantaga First Nation in May 2025 to
provide information on the Community Capacity Program to new Chief and Council. The
following nine communities requested and received funding: Aroland First Nation,
Animbiigoo Zaagi'igan Anishinaabek, Constance Lake First Nation, Fort Albany First
Nation, Ginoogaming First Nation, Kashechewan First Nation, Nibinamik First Nation,
MFFN, and Weenusk First Nation. Eabametoong First Nation and Long Lake #58 First
Nation, had also expressed interest by this time, but had not yet advanced the steps
necessary to obtain funding (e.g., sign Funding Agreement, provide banking
information).

This redirected approach resulted in more capacity for participation in consultation and
engagement for the Community Access Road. During the timeline of the Community
Coordinator Program, only one community participated, whereas nine communities
received Community Capacity Funding and of those who received funding, eight
provided feedback on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement (as of
September 5, 2025), with the exception of the Proponent, MFFN.

2.1.7 Field Programs and Education, Consultation, and Engagement
on Valued Components

Four field programs took place during the reporting period. To help Indigenous
communities better understand the field studies related to valued components, field
notices were distributed with plain language information about what the Community
Access Road is studying, why it is important, when the field studies will take place, and
what to expect when crews are in the field (e.g., an increase in air traffic as crews travel
by helicopter). The following notices were published in advance of their respective field
studies:
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e Fall 2024 Field Notice was distributed in September 2024, and provided
information about the Groundwater and Geochemistry Program and the
Geotechnical investigation;

e Winter 2025 Field Notice was distributed in January 2025 and provided
information on the Atigwag / Caribou Collar Removal program; and

e Summer / Fall 2025 Field Notice was distributed in July 2025, and provided
information on the Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment, Groundwater Well
Decommissioning, and Geotechnical Investigation.

Whenever possible, in light of availability and safety considerations; field crews were
accompanied by MFFN community members, Field Assistant(s), or Senior Community
Member Advisor(s); the summer groundwater monitoring (August 2024), the fall
groundwater monitoring (September / October 2024) and the Stage 2 Archaeological
Assessment (August 2025) were supported by community members. Although Field
Assistants were sought from both Aroland First Nation and MFFN, Aroland First Nation
members were not able to participate due to scheduling conflicts.

Each of the distributed field notices included links to educational videos and webinars
on valued components related to the upcoming field programs. Field notices were
distributed by email and posted on the Community Access Road website. Social media
posts with information about upcoming field programs were also timed to coincide with
the publication of field notices, and information was shared through the Community
Access Road monthly E-blast.

2.1.8 Webinars and Videos

Webinars and videos were used to share information on the Assessment Process for
the Community Access Road. A webinar series dedicated to technical aspects of the
Community Access Road and on the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact
Statement were held during the reporting period.

Five webinars in total were hosted: Building the Community Access Road, Community
Well-Being, Ungulates, Fish and Fish Habitat, and Land and Resource Use. The
recordings were made available on the Project website.

Informational videos were also developed and shared on the website to provide
information on cumulative effects, the Draft EA / IS, and socio-economic considerations.

2.1.9 Raising Awareness

Several activities were completed to raise awareness of the Community Access Road
and encourage opportunities to meet with the MFFN Community Access Road Project
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Team. E-blasts were distributed and included a section encouraging those interested to
reach out and schedule a meeting with the MFFN Community Access Road Project
Team. The public Community Access Road Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn
accounts, and the private MFFN members only Facebook account, were used to share
information and promote upcoming events. The Community Access Road website was
regularly updated to reflect information that had been shared via the electronic
newsletters and social media accounts.

In addition, a separate website was created to host the Draft EA / IS and related
documents, along with educational videos and ways to connect with the MFFN
Community Access Road Project Team. A separate email account was also created to
keep Indigenous communities updated on the Draft EA / IS review period. Communities
were encouraged to submit feedback on the Draft EA / IS to this email account.

2.2 Community Access Road Notifications and Information
Releases

The following notification and information releases cover communications activities
during this reporting period, from August 1, 2024, to September 5, 2025. For all
notifications and information releases prior to this reporting period, please visit:

e Community Access Road archive website
https://archive.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/; and

e Community Access Road main website https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/.

2.2.1 Monthly E-blasts

Throughout the Assessment Process, E-blasts were distributed via email to
approximately 600 people included on the contact list. E-blasts were distributed monthly
and included Community Access Road updates relevant to the month of distribution
(e.g., upcoming field programs and consultation and engagement activities). Links to the
Community Access Road’s social media pages and contact information were always
included, along with an offer to meet with the MFFN Community Access Road Project
Team. Additionally, E-blasts were published on the Community Access Road website,
receiving over 719 views during this reporting period. All E-blasts can be found in
Appendix A.

2.2.2 Field Program, Webinar, and Video Notifications

Notices for each field program were distributed via email to persons identified on the
contact list prior to the study taking place. These notices are provided in Appendix A
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and on the Community Access Road website
(https://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/documents/#notices).

Notifications for virtual consultation and engagement opportunities, such as webinars,
were also distributed via email to the contact list and posted on social media platforms,
as appropriate, including the Community Access Road Facebook page and the private
MFFN Facebook pages, Instagram, and LinkedIn. Notifications included the date and
time of the webinar, links for registration, and webinar poster attachments. Reminder
emails were sent shortly before the live webinar occurred. Video notifications were also
posted to the Community Access Road website and included in relevant E-blasts, as
appropriate. These were also shared to the Community Access Road Facebook,
Instagram, and LinkedIn pages to encourage broader outreach with interested persons.
Email information for webinars, along with webinar posters, are provided in Appendix
A.

2.2.3 Release of Milestone #3 Progress Report — November 2024

The Milestone #3 Progress Report was released to each Indigenous community for their
review via email between November 28 and 29, 2024. A link was provided to each
community-specific section and feedback was requested by February 14, 2025. Only
Mushkegowuk Council submitted feedback on the Milestone #3 Progress Report.

In comparison to previous reports:

Aroland First Nation, Fort Albany First Nation, and Métis Nation of Ontario submitted
feedback on the Milestone #1 Progress Report; and

Kashechewan First Nation, Weenusk First Nation, and Mushkegowuk Council submitted
feedback on the Milestone #2 Progress Report.

A summary of comments received on all three reports, as well as material changes
made to each report and where they can be found, is included in each respective
community-specific report.

Individual community-specific Milestone #3 Progress Report can be found on the EA /
IS website here: https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/progress-reports/.

2.2.4 Draft EA/IS — February 2025

Letters issued to Indigenous communities regarding the upcoming Draft EA / IS were
issued between September 24 and 26, 2024, via email.

An email was distributed to Indigenous community key contacts on February 13, 2025,
informing of the upcoming release of the Draft EA / IS, and was followed up with an
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email on February 19, 2025, informing that the report is available online for their review
until June 23, 2025. On April 10, 2025, the Community Well-Being Report was
distributed via email to Indigenous community key contacts, and then to MFFN
members on April 16, 2025, (the delay was caused by a technical difficulty).

A reminder email was sent on June 19, 2025, giving notice of five days remaining for
the end of the review period for the Draft EA / IS. Requests for extensions were
received from Indigenous communities and government agencies and were granted.
The comment capture period was extended until September 5, 2025, to accommodate
these requests. Draft EA / IS materials can be found in Appendix A.

2.2.5 PIC #6 — May 2025

PIC #6 was held on May 26, 2025, in Thunder Bay and on May 29, 2025, in Geraldton.
A formal notice and invitation to PIC #6 was published on the Community Access Road
and EA / IS websites, with the Notice of Publication of the Draft EA / IS, on April 22,
2025, in English, Cree, French, Oji-Cree, and Ojibway. The first hour of each PIC was
advertised as for Indigenous community members only. The notice was published
between April 26 and May 23, 2025, in the following newspapers: Wawatay News,
Geraldton Times Star, and The Chronicle Journal. Online advertisements were posted
on April 22, 2025, through the following media outlets: Northern Ontario Business,
Windspeaker, Thunder Bay NewsWatch, and Wawatay News. Radio advertisements
were released between April 22 and May 26, 2025, on the following radio stations:
CFNO Radio, CHRZ-FM (91.3) REZFM, and Wawatay Radio. PIC #6 was also
advertised on the Community Access Road Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn pages,
the private MFFN Facebook page, and the Municipality of Greenstone online events
calendar. PIC #6 materials can be found in Appendix A.

2.2.6 MFFN Community Member Meetings — October 2024

Meetings with MFFN, open to Chief and Council and community members, were
planned for October 15, 2024, and October 17, 2024, in Thunder Bay and Ogoki,
respectively. Notifications were distributed via email on October 2 and 9, 2024, and
included a poster attachment; posters were placed at the health centre, band office and
choose life building in MFFN. The notice was also posted on the private MFFN and the
Ogoki Post Bulletin Facebook pages on October 8, 14, and 15, 2024. A copy of the
notice is provided in Appendix B.

Due to unforeseen circumstances in the Community, the meeting planned for October
17, 2024, was cancelled.
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2.2.7 MFFN Community Member Meetings — February 2025

Meetings with MFFN, open to Chief and Council and community members, were
planned for February 11 and 12, 2025, in Thunder Bay and Ogoki, respectively.
Notifications were distributed via email on January 30 and February 10, 2025, and
included a poster attachment; posters were placed at the health centre, band office, and
choose life building in MFFN. Due to the cancellation of the February 11 meeting, an
additional email reminder was sent on February 14, 2025, for the rescheduled meeting
on February 19, 2025. The notice was also posted on the private MFFN and the Ogoki
Post Bulletin Facebook pages on February 15 and 18, 2025. A copy of the notice is
provided in Appendix B.

2.2.8 MFFN Community Member Meetings — May 2025

Meetings with MFFN, open to Chief and Council and community members, were
planned for May 27 and 28, 2025, in Thunder Bay and Ogoki, respectively. Notifications
were distributed via email on May 21 and 27, 2025, and included a poster attachment;
posters were placed at the health centre, band office, and choose life building in MFFN.
The notice was also posted on the private MFFN and the Ogoki Post Bulletin Facebook
pages on May 22, 2025. A copy of the notice is provided in Appendix B.

2.2.9 Aroland First Nation Community Member Meetings — May 2025

Meetings with MFFN, open to Chief and Council and community members, were
planned for May 27 and 28, 2025, in Thunder Bay and Ogoki, respectively. Outreach
consisted of an email with meeting details for each consultation and engagement along
with a poster for distribution. The email notification showed the correct meeting dates
(May 28, 2025, in Thunder Bay, and May 29, 2025, in Aroland First Nation), however, a
typo on the poster led to a miscommunication around the Thunder Bay meeting date. As
a result, Aroland First Nation members attended the MFFN members meeting on May
27, 2025, in Thunder Bay, as well as the planned Aroland meeting on May 28, 2025. A
copy of the notice is provided in Appendix B.

2.3 Consultation and Engagement Snapshot

Table 2-2 provides an overview of consultation and engagement activities that took
place from milestone 1 to milestone 4, including upcoming activities. Issues received
through consultation and engagement activities during this reporting period are included
in Section 3. Comments and interests received from Indigenous communities are
included in Appendix X of the Final EA/ IS.

Items without an asterisk occurred during the NoC of EA milestone between October
29, 2021, to June 30, 2022, the Effects Assessment milestone from July 1, 2022, to May
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31, 2023, and the Identification of Preferred Alternatives milestone from June 1, 2023,
to July 31, 2024. Items with an asterisk occurred during Milestone 4: Draft EA /IS
reporting period from August 1, 2024, to September 5, 2025, or are planned to take
place after September 5, 2025.

Table 2-2: Consultation and Engagement Snapshot — From October 29, 2021, to
September 5, 2025

Project Phases: NoC of EA, Effects Assessment, Identification of Preferred
Alternatives, and Draft EA / IS

Audience
Activity Indigenous  Interested ACRIEED
o Government
Communities Persons .
Bodies

NoC
e Distribution of EA NoC (October 29, 2021). v v v
e NoC Advertisement (October 29 to November 12, 2021). v v v
Interim Record of Consultation and Engagement (RoCE)
e Draft Interim RoCE distributed to Indigenous communities for review v

(December 6, 2022).
e Email follow-up distributed in January 2023. v
Milestone #1 Progress Report
e Draft Progress Report distributed to Indigenous communities for review v

(December 6, 2022).
e Email follow-up distributed in January 2023. v
Milestone #2 Progress Report
e Draft Progress Report distributed to Indigenous communities for review v

(November 27, 2023).
e Email follow-up to request re-download of Draft Progress Report v

(November 29, 2023).
Milestone #3 Progress Report

e Draft Progress Report distributed to Indigenous communities for review v
(November 28 and 29, 2024).*
e Email follow up distributed in December 2024 and January 2025.* v
Draft EA /IS
e Draft EA /IS online Indigenous community release (February 18, 2025).* v
e Draft EA /IS online Indigenous community release email notification v
(February 19, 2025).*
e The Assessment Summary for the Draft EA / IS was distributed to v
Indigenous communities via Canada Post registered mail (February 19,
2025).*
e Community Well-Being Report online Indigenous community release and v
email notification (April 10, 2025).*
¢ Notice of publication of the Draft EA / IS (April 22, 2025).* v v v
e Draft EA /IS online, Indigenous community, public and government v v v
agencies release and email notification (April 22, 2025).*
e The Assessment Summary for the Draft EA / IS was made available v v v
online and at designated library locations (announcement made April 22,
2025).*
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Project Phases: NoC of EA, Effects Assessment, Identification of Preferred
Alternatives, and Draft EA / IS

Audience

Agencies &
Government
Bodies

v v v
2025).*

Public Information Centres (PIC)

e PIC #3 Notice distributed (June 13, 2022)

e PIC #3 in Thunder Bay (June 27, 2022)

e PIC #3 in Geraldton (June 29, 2022)

e PIC #4 Notice distributed (November 22, 2022)
e PIC #4 in Thunder Bay (December 7, 2022)
e PIC #4 in Geraldton (December 8, 2022)

e PIC #5 Notice distributed (October 10, 2023)
e PIC #5 in Thunder Bay (October 25, 2023)

e PIC #5 in Geraldton (October 26, 2023)

e PIC #6 Notice distributed (April 21, 2025)*

e PIC #6 in Thunder Bay (May 26, 2025)*

e PIC #6 in Geraldton (May 29, 2025)*
Provincially-Supported Forums

e Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests Forum #1 in Thunder Bay
(February 8 to 9, 2023).

e Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests Forum #2 in Thunder Bay v v
(November 21 to 23, 2023).

e Three-Road Project Gathering and Expo in Thunder Bay (June 11 to v v
June 13, 2024).

e Three-Road Project Gathering and Expo in Thunder Bay (February 19 to v v
February 20, 2025).*

e Three-Road Project Gathering and Expo in Timmins (February 25 to v v
February 26, 2025).*

Individual Project Meetings

e In-person meeting with MFFN to provide an update on the Community v
Access Road and the approval of the ToR (November 16 to 17, 2021).

e Presented to the Mushkegowuk Council AGM (in-person, November 24, v
2021).

e A teleconference meeting with MFFN to discuss the Assessment v
Process (February 2, 2022).

e Teleconference with Métis Nation of Ontario to discuss the IK Program v
(February 4, 2022). Note: Also captured under the IK Program section
below

e Teleconference with Constance Lake First Nation (April 21, 2022). Note: v
Also captured under the IK Program and Community Coordinator section
below

e Teleconference presentation to Mushkegowuk Tribal Council’s v v
Terrestrial Working Group (May 18, 2022).

e Teleconference with Marten Falls First Nation Senior Community v
Member Advisor to discuss and collect feedback on the upcoming Bird
Field Program (May 31, 2022).

Activity Indigenous Interested
Communities Persons
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Project Phases: NoC of EA, Effects Assessment, Identification of Preferred
Alternatives, and Draft EA / IS

Audience
Activity Indigenous Interested ACTIEED
o Government
Communities Persons .
Bodies
e In-person meeting with MFFN community members in advance of PIC v v
#3 (June 28, 2022).
e Virtual meeting with Ginoogaming First Nation to discuss the Indigenous v
Knowledge Program and the Community Coordinator Program (July 5,
2022).
e In-person meeting regarding Community Coordinator and IK Programs v
with Long Lake # 58 (August 9, 2022).
e In-person meeting with MFFN community members in advance of PIC v v
#4 (November 2, 2022).
e In-person meeting with MFFN community members in advance of PIC v v
#4 (December 6, 2022).
e In-person Council-to-Council meeting with Marten Falls First Nation and v

Aroland First Nation in Thunder Bay. Meeting minutes were not taken
(January 26, 2023).

e A teleconference meeting with Long Lake #58 First Nation to discuss the v
Community Coordinator Program and IK Program. (February 13, 2023).

¢ Virtual meeting with Ginoogaming First Nation to discuss the Indigenous v
Knowledge Program and the Community Coordinator Program (March
27, 2023).

e A virtual meeting with Long Lake #58 First Nation, Constance Lake First v

Nation and Ginoogaming First Nation to discuss the Archaeology and
Cultural Heritage reports (April 21, 2023).

e Teleconference with Métis Nation of Ontario to discuss Archaeology and v
Cultural Heritage Program (April 27, 2023).

¢ In-person Nation-to-Nation meeting with Eabametoong First Nation to v
provide an overview of the MFFN Community Access Road (May 10,
2023)

e A virtual meeting with MFFN was held regarding the engineering, v

construction and the route selection process for the Community Access
Road (May 15, 2023).

e A virtual meeting with Long Lake #58 First Nation’s legal counsel to v
discuss the IK Sharing Agreement (May 17, 2023).

e A virtual meeting with Long Lake #58 First Nation was held to provide a v
Community Access Road overview (August 29, 2023).

e In-person meeting with MFFN community members in advance of PIC v v
#5 (October 23, 2023).

e In-person meeting with MFFN community members in advance of PIC v v
#5 (October 24, 2023).

¢ In-person meeting with Long Lake #58 First Nation Elders to discuss v
general updates for the Community Access Road (October 26, 2023).

e A virtual meeting with Long Lake #58 First Nation was held as a follow v

up to discuss the Community Coordinator and IK Program meeting
(November 10, 2023).

e A virtual meeting held with Attawapiskat First Nation representatives to v
discuss the Community Access Road and Caribou Study Plan
(December 4, 2023).

¢ In-person meeting with Nibinamik First Nation to provide a Community v
Access Road update (January 16, 2024).
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Project Phases: NoC of EA, Effects Assessment, Identification of Preferred
Alternatives, and Draft EA / IS

Audience
Activity Indigenous Interested RIS
o Government
Communities Persons .
Bodies
e A virtual meeting with Red Sky Métis Independent Nation to review the v
Draft Preliminary ATRI Existing Conditions Report (March 19, 2024).

e In-person Nation-to-Nation meeting with Aroland First Nation to build on v

and improve the relationship between the two nations and to provide
both Nations the opportunity to discuss any concerns or issues,
including the previously drafted Communication Protocol Agreement
(April 19, 2024).

e In-person taskforce meeting between MFFN and Aroland First Nation v
(May 7, 2024).

e In-person taskforce meeting between MFFN and Aroland First Nation v
(May 28, 2024).

e In-person Chief and Council meeting with MFFN to provide a Community v
Access Road update (May 29, 2024).

e Virtual meeting with Attawapiskat First Nation to discuss the Spring v
Groundwater Program (May 31, 2024).

e In-person taskforce meeting between Marten Falls First Nation and v
Aroland First Nation (June 5, 2024).

e A virtual meeting with Weenusk First Nation to provide a Community v

Access Road update and discuss the IK Program and socio-economic
programs (June 5, 2024).

¢ In-person meetings with Aroland First Nation community members to v
obtain feedback on the final route recommendation, existing conditions
and cumulative effects, including inclusions list (June 19 to 20, 2024).

e In-person meeting with Long Lake #58 First Nation Elders and v
community members to present the preliminary technically preferred
routes (June 20, 2024).

e Virtual meeting with Ginoogaming First Nation to discuss the v
Archaeology Assessment Report, Community Coordinator Program and
upcoming engagement opportunities (July 10, 2024).

e In-person taskforce meeting between Marten Falls First Nation and v
Aroland First Nation (July 11, 2024).
¢ In-person meetings with Aroland First Nation community members to v

obtain feedback on the final route recommendation including Segment 1,
Dusey Lake, Segment 2, Segment 3, cumulative effects, evaluation
approach and inclusions list, and engineering considerations and
existing conditions (valued component studies) (July 15 to 16, 2024).

e In-person meetings with MFFN community members to confirm selection v
of the final route selection, cumulative effects, evaluation approach and
inclusions list, engineering considerations and existing conditions
(valued component studies) (July 17 to 18, 2024).

e A virtual meeting held with Attawapiskat First Nation to discuss the Draft v
Preliminary ATRI Existing Conditions Report (July 23, 2024).

e A virtual meeting held with Ginoogaming First Nation to discuss the v
Stage 1 Archaeological Report (August 1, 2024).*

e In-person taskforce meeting between Marten Falls First Nation and v
Aroland First Nation (August 8, 2024).

e A virtual meeting held with Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishinaabek to v

discuss the IK Program (August 28, 2024).*
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Project Phases: NoC of EA, Effects Assessment, Identification of Preferred
Alternatives, and Draft EA / IS
Audience

Agencies &
Government
Bodies

Activity Indigenous Interested
Communities Persons

e In-person meetings with MFFN community members to discuss final v
route selection, the Draft EA / IS, construction and design details,
potential effects and mitigations, socio-economics, climate change
adaptation, and offsetting (October 15, 2024).*

¢ In-person taskforce meeting between Marten Falls First Nation and v
Aroland First Nation (October 29, 2024).*
e A virtual meeting held with Fort Albany First Nation to discuss v

Community Access Road updates and meaningful consultation and
engagement (November 7, 2024).*

e A virtual meeting held with Long Lake #58 First Nation to discuss the IK v
Program and the community’s IK collection study (February 6, 2025).*

e In-person meetings with MFFN community members to present the Draft v
EA /1S and discuss the Draft EA / IS content (February 12 and 19,
2025).*

e In-person meetings at the Three Road Project Gathering and Expo with v

representatives from Animbiigoo Zaagi'igan Anishinaabek, Aroland First
Nation, Attawapiskat First Nation, Constance Lake First Nation, Fort
Albany First Nation, Long Lake #58 First Nation, Kashechewan First
Nation, Mushkegowuk Tribal Council, Nibinamik First Nation and Red
Sky Métis Independent Nation (February 19 to 25, 2025).*

e In person meeting with Constance Lake First Nation community v
members to provide a Community Access Road overview and present
the Draft EA / IS. (February 22, 2025).*

e Virtual meeting with Matawa First Nations Management to discuss the v
Community Well-Being Report (May 9, 2025).*
¢ In-person meeting with MFFN community members to discuss the Draft v

EA /IS content including community well-being and cumulative effects
(May 27 and 28, 2025).*

¢ In-person meeting with Aroland First Nation community members to v
discuss the Draft EA / IS content including community well-being and
cumulative effects (May 28 and 29, 2025).*

e Virtual meeting with Fort Albany First Nation to discuss the community’s v
ongoing review of the Draft EA /IS (June 3, 2025).*
e MFFN Community Access Road Project Team attendance at in-person v

general meeting for MFFN in Thunder Bay (July 4, 2025).*
Field Program Involvement

e Helicopter flyover to visually inspect three potential groundwater sites v
with Aroland First Nation (August 17 and 18, 2022).

e Well drilling activities monitored by Aroland First Nation representatives v
(November 25 to December 3, 2022).

e Helicopter flyover to inform the Geotechnical Program with Marten Falls v

First Nation and Aroland First Nation (July 19 and 20, 2024).
Other Notices / Newsletters

e 2021 Highlights Letter distributed to Indigenous communities via email v
(December 15, 2021)

e Phone calls to Indigenous communities to follow-up on the December E- v
blast, Winter Discussion Guide and field notice (December 16 to 17,
2021)
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Project Phases: NoC of EA, Effects Assessment, Identification of Preferred
Alternatives, and Draft EA / IS

Audience

Agencies &
Government
Bodies

Activity Indigenous Interested
Communities Persons

e Circulated Monthly Community Access Road Update Email Blast v v v
(referred to as E-blast)
- October 2021 (November 3, 2021)
- November 2021 (November 30, 2021)
- December 2021 (December 15, 2021)
- January 2022 (January 31, 2022)
- February / March 2022 (March 15, 2022)
- April 2022 (April 29, 2022)
- May 2022 (May 27, 2022)
- June 2022 (June 24, 2022)
- July 2022 (July 26, 2022)
- August 2022 (August 19, 2022)
- September 2022 (September 29, 2022)
- October 2022 (November 2, 2022)
- November 2022 (November 25, 2022)
- December 2022 (December 20, 2022)
- January 2023 (January 30, 2023)
- February 2023 (February 28, 2023)
- March 2023 (April 4, 2023)
- April 2023 (April 28, 2023)
- May 2023 (June 7, 2023)
- June 2023 (June 28, 2023)
- July 2023 (August 2, 2023)
- August 2023 (September 1, 2023)
- September 2023 (September 28, 2023)
- October 2023 (November 2, 2023)
- 2023 Year In Review (December 12, 2023)
- January 2024 (January 31, 2024)
- February 2024 (March 1, 2024)
- March 2024 (April 3, 2024)
- April 2024 (April 30, 2024)
- May 2024 (May 30, 2024)
- June 2024 (July 9, 2024
- July 2024 (August 1, 2024)*
- August 2024 (September 4, 2024)*
- September 2024 (October 3, 2024)*
- October 2024 (November 5, 2024)*
- 2024 Year In Review (December 18, 2024)*
- January 2025 (February 10, 2025)*
- February 2025 (March 4, 2025)*
- March 2025 (April 3, 2025)*
- April 2025 (May 8, 2025)*
- May 2025 (June 11, 2025)*
- June 2025 (July 15, 2025)*
- July 2025 (August 7, 2025)*

e Circulated Field Study Notices and Discussion Guides: v v v
- Winter Field Program Notice and Discussion Guide (December 10,
2021)
- Furbearer Ground Track Survey Update (January 19, 2022)
- Bird Aerial Surveys Update (February 4, 2022)
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Project Phases: NoC of EA, Effects Assessment, Identification of Preferred
Alternatives, and Draft EA / IS

Audience

Agencies &
Government
Bodies

Activity Indigenous Interested
Communities Persons

- Wolverine Den Surveys Notice (February 14, 2022)

- Wolverine Hair Snag Program and Bird Autonomous Recording Unit
Update (March 3, 2022)

- Wolverine Den Survey Update (March 9, 2022)

- Early Spring Notice (March 29, 2022)

- Terrain and Soils Notice (May 11, 2022)

- Surface Water, Fish, and Fish Habitat Notice (May 30, 2022)

- Vegetation Field Notice (June 10, 2022)

- Groundwater and Geochemistry (July 29, 2022)

- Fall Field Programs Update (September 16, 2022)

- Winter / Spring 2023 Field Notice (December 1, 2022)

- Field Programs updates (March 9, 2023)

- Spring 2023 Field Notice (April 21, 2023)

- Summer 2023 Field Notice (July 12, 2023)

- Fall 2023 Field Notice (September 15, 2023)

- Winter 2024 Field Notice (January 18, 2024)

- Spring 2024 Field Notice (April 17, 2024)

- Spring Groundwater Program Update (May 24, 2024)

- Summer 2024 Field Notice (July 16, 2024)

- Fall 2024 Field Notice (September 18, 2024)*

- Winter 2025 Field Notice (January 15, 2025)*

- Summer / Fall 2025 Field Notice (July 17, 2025)*

- Field Notice Update to Stage 2 Archaeology Assessment (July 31,

2025)
e Matawa Messenger newsletter feature (June 2022) v v
e Webinar Series: v v v
- Animals and Wildlife (Ungulates and Furbearers) (November 15,
2022)

- Surface Water, Fish, and Fish Habitat (November 29, 2022)

- Archaeology and Cultural Heritage (January 10, 2023)

- Vegetation and Physiography (January 17, 2023)

- Peatlands (January 31, 2023)

- Air Quality, Greenhouse Gases, and Climate Change (February 14,
2023)

- Socio-Economic Studies Part | (February 21, 2023)

- Socio-Economic Studies Part Il (February 28, 2023)

- Groundwater and Geochemistry (March 14, 2023)

- Birds (March 21, 2023)

- Reptiles, Amphibians, Insects, and Bats (March 28, 2023)

- ATRI (April 4, 2023)

- Route Selection Milestone (November 16, 2023)

- Climate Change Webinar (February 8, 2024)

- Building the Community Access Road (November 26, 2024)*

- Community Well-Being (May 6, 2025)*

- Ungulates (May 15, 2025)*

- Fish and Fish Habitat (May 22, 2025)*

- Land and Resource Use (June 5, 2025)*

o Engagement questionnaire sent to Indigenous communities (July 27 to v
29, 2022)

January 2026 Page 55



MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD

Progress Report 4: Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement Milestone

Project Phases: NoC of EA, Effects Assessment, Identification of Preferred
Alternatives, and Draft EA / IS

Audience
Activity Indigenous Interested ACTIEED
L Government
Communities Persons .
Bodies
e Follow-up to furbearer winter tracking field program notice (January 27, v
2023)

e Follow-up on ungulate aerial survey notice (February 15, 2023) v
e Monthly emails and phone calls to Indigenous communities regarding v

the Community Access Road*
Archaeological Assessment Reports

e Stage 1 and 2 Archaeology Assessment Reports distributed via email to v
Indigenous communities (February 3, 2023)
e Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report distributed via email to v

Indigenous communities (June 3, 2024)
Indigenous Knowledge (IK) Program

e Circulated an update on the MFFN Community Access Road IK Program v
which included an updated schedule and timeline for Indigenous
communities to share IK (January 21 to 24, 2022)

e Teleconference with Métis Nation of Ontario to discuss the IK Program v
(February 4, 2022)

e Teleconference with Constance Lake First Nation to discuss the IK v
Program (and Community Coordinator Program) (April 21, 2022)

e |K Program Update on the Proposed ATRI Study Areas Memo and ATRI v
Shapefiles were distributed via email. (August 2022)

e Distributed a Save the Date for the upcoming ATRI Forum and Cultural v
Heritage Workshop via email (December 20, 2022)

e Invitation to ATRI Forum distributed (January 13, 2023, and February 1, v
2023)

e ATRI Forum and Cultural Heritage Workshop in Thunder Bay (February v
8109, 2023)

e |IK Program timeline and update letter (March 22, 2023) v

e |IK Program timeline and update letter (June 22, 2023) v

e |IK Program timeline and update letter (October 5, 2023) v

e IK Program timeline and update letter (November 10, 2023) v

e ATRI Forum in Thunder Bay (November 21 to 23, 2023) v

e Draft Preliminary ATRI Existing Conditions Report distributed via email v
to Indigenous communities (November 28, 2023)

o Distribution of community-specific ATRI: Draft IA Reports (June 10 to v
July 11, 2025)*

Community Coordinator Program

o Distribution of letter introducing the Community Coordinator Program to v
13 neighbouring Indigenous communities including job posting (March
17, 2022).

e Teleconference with Constance Lake First Nation to discuss the v

Community Coordinator Program (and the Indigenous Knowledge
Program) (April 21, 2022).

Community Capacity Funding Program

¢ Information on the Community Capacity Funding Program sent to 15 v
Indigenous communities via email (October 30 to November 13, 2024).*

Activities after September 5, 2025, to February 13, 2026
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Project Phases: NoC of EA, Effects Assessment, Identification of Preferred
Alternatives, and Draft EA / IS

Audience
Agencies &
Government
Bodies
o Distribution of monthly E-Blasts: v v v
- September 2025 E-Blast (October 17, 2025)*
- 2025 Year End Message (December 18, 2025)*
e Distribution of Field Notices and updates: v v v
- Groundwater Well Decommissioning Update (September 16, 2025)*
- Fall Field Programs Update (September 23, 2025)*
- Geotechnical Investigation Update (November 10, 2025)*

Activity Indigenous Interested
Communities Persons

o Distribution of community-specific Milestone #4 Progress Reports to v
Indigenous communities for review and validation (January 16, 2026)*
e Distribution of Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment Report (January 16, v
2026)*
e Hybrid meetings with MFFN community members in advance of PIC #7 v
(August 3 and August 4, 2026)
e Virtual meeting session for Aroland First Nation community members v v
(August 4, 2026)
e Public Information Centre #7* v v v

- Distribution of notice (January 27, 2026)*
- MFFN hybrid meetings (February 3 and 4, 2026)*
- Aroland virtual meeting (February 4, 2026)*
- Virtual public session (February 4, 2026)*
e Ongoing planning for distribution of Final EA / 1S* v v v

e Ongoing planning for distribution of community-specific Aboriginal and / v
or Treaty Rights and Interests: Final Impact Assessment Reports (ATRI:
Final IA Reports)*

e Ongoing conversations with 13 Indigenous communities regarding the IK v
Program and Community Capacity Funding, as needed*
e Ongoing follow-up to set-up meetings with Indigenous communities and v
ask about ATRI*
Planned Future MFFN Community Access Road Consultation and Engagement Activities
e Ongoing outreach to Indigenous communities to engage on the v
Community Access Road*
¢ Ongoing outreach to Indigenous communities to address questions and v
discuss details of the Capacity Funding Program*
o Distribution of Notice of Submission* v v v
e Targeted outreach to Indigenous communities regarding the Final EA / v
IS release”
e Release of Final EA/IS* v v v
e Release of community-specific ATRI: Final IA Reports* v
¢ Release of Country Foods and Water Use Assessment Report to MFFN v
and Aroland First Nation*
e Release of Draft Cultural Heritage Reports* v
e Support government agency regulators in responding to comments on v

the Final EA / IS*
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3.1

Consultation and Engagement with
Indigenous Communities, Provincial
and Territorial Organizations and Tribal
Councils

Consultation and Engagement with Indigenous
Communities

To summarize overall consultation and engagement with each Indigenous community,
the following analytics were performed:

The Level of Consultation and Engagement Effort and Response bar graphs in
each community-specific chapter reflect the efforts taken by the MFFN Community
Access Road Project Team to engage Indigenous communities and the level of
response received. Communications channels considered include email
correspondence (outgoing and incoming), phone correspondence (outgoing and
incoming) and meetings offered in comparison to meetings scheduled, by any
means of communication.

Email Correspondence reflects all emails sent between the MFFN Community
Access Road Project Team and Indigenous communities:

Outgoing Email Correspondence reflects all personalized emails sent from
the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team to a specific Indigenous
community and mass communications sent to all communities by the MFFN
Community Access Road Project Team; and

Incoming Email Correspondence includes emails received from an
Indigenous community directly to MFFN Community Access Road Project
Team; emails that only confirm receipt of an outgoing email or emails where
the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team are copied but not directly
mentioned are not included.

Phone Correspondence reflects all call attempts between the MFFN
Community Access Road Project Team and an Indigenous community:

Outgoing Phone Calls reflect all phone calls made by the MFFN Community
Access Road Project Team to an Indigenous community. Answered Phone
Calls includes those calls that were answered immediately by the intended
recipient or were returned at a later time when the contact was available; and
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— Incoming Phone Calls reflect instances where Indigenous communities
contacted MFFN Community Access Road Project Team without a previous
outgoing phone call.

e Mail Correspondence reflects all physical mail exchange between the MFFN
Community Access Road Project Team and an Indigenous community:

— Outgoing Mail reflect all instances of mail distributed by the MFFN
Community Access Road Project Team to an Indigenous community; and

— Incoming Mail reflect all instances of mail received by the MFFN Community
Access Road Project Team from an Indigenous community.

e Meetings Offered vs. Held reflects the efforts taken by the MFFN Community
Access Road Project Team to schedule a meeting in comparison to the number
of meetings achieved between the Indigenous community and the MFFN
Community Access Road Project Team.
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Notices and Other Information
Releases

Appendix A is available online at https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/progress-
reports/.
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Appendix B

Community-Specific
Correspondence

Appendix B is available online at https://eais.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/progress-
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